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Maryland Healthcare Personnel Immunization Initiative

Dear Partner in Prevention:
Welcome! We are delighted to have you as a partner in this important effort to increase
immunization rates among healthcare personnel. Since the inception seven years ago, the Maryland
Healthcare Personnel (HCP) Immunization Initiative has enlisted dozens of healthcare facilities and
providers in our fight against the spread of vaccine-preventable diseases in healthcare settings.
A collaboration between the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Maryland
Partnership for Prevention, and professional associations across the state, the Initiative has raised
awareness locally and nationally about the importance of vaccination among healthcare
professionals.
As the program evolves, we continue to strive to provide the most relevant, useful resources to
support your vaccination efforts. This year’s toolkit features new information and updated
versions of important resources to support your campaign. We hope it will facilitate continued
success.
Features of the 2011-12 Maryland Healthcare Personnel Immunization Initiative Toolkit:
x Listing of Maryland hospitals with the highest healthcare personnel vaccination rates (p. 39)
x Examples of successful strategies for increasing vaccination among healthcare personnel
(p. 30)
x Specific information and tools arranged by disease, including:
o Facts and Frequently Asked Questions
o Vaccine Information Statements (VIS)
o Standing Orders
o Sample Vaccination Declination Forms
We appreciate your commitment to raising immunization rates among Maryland’s healthcare
personnel and look forward to working with you. Should you require additional information
about this initiative, call Robin Decker at 410-767-6679 or Tiffany Tate at 410-902-4677.
Sincerely,

2011-12 Maryland Healthcare Personnel Immunization
Initiative Planning Committee

Maryland Partnership for Prevention, Inc.

±

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
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Healthcare Personnel Vaccination Recommendations
Vaccine

Recommendations in brief

Hepatitis B

Give 3-dose series (dose #1 now, #2 in 1 month, #3 approximately 5 months after #2). Give IM. Obtain
anti-HBs serologic testing 1–2 months after dose #3.

Inﬂuenza

Give 1 dose of inﬂuenza vaccine annually. Give inactivated injectable inﬂuenza vaccine intramuscularly
or live attenuated inﬂuenza vaccine (LAIV) intranasally.

MMR

For healthcare personnel (HCP) born in 1957 or later without serologic evidence of immunity or prior
vaccination, give 2 doses of MMR, 4 weeks apart. For HCP born prior to 1957, see below. Give SC.

Varicella
(chickenpox)

For HCP who have no serologic proof of immunity, prior vaccination, or history of varicella disease,
give 2 doses of varicella vaccine, 4 weeks apart. Give SC.

Tetanus, diphtheria,
pertussis

Give a one-time dose of Tdap as soon as feasible to all HCP who have not received Tdap previously.
Give Td boosters every 10 years thereafter. Give IM.

Meningococcal

Give 1 dose to microbiologists who are routinely exposed to isolates of N. meningitidis. Give IM or SC.

Hepatitis A, typhoid, and polio vaccines are not routinely recommended for HCP who may have on-the-job exposure to fecal material.

Hepatitis B

of disease or immunity (HCP who have an “indeterminate” or “equivocal”
level of immunity upon testing should be considered nonimmune) or (b)
appropriate vaccination against measles, mumps, and rubella (i.e., 2 doses
of live measles and mumps vaccines given on or after the ﬁrst birthday,
separated by 28 days or more, and at least 1 dose of live rubella vaccine).
• Although birth before 1957 generally is considered acceptable evidence of
measles, mumps, and rubella immunity, healthcare facilities should consider
recommending 2 doses of MMR vaccine routinely to unvaccinated HCP born
before 1957 who do not have laboratory evidence of disease or immunity
to measles, mumps, and/or rubella. For these same HCP who do not have
evidence of immunity, healthcare facilities should recommend 2 doses of
MMR vaccine during an outbreak of measles or mumps and 1 dose during
an outbreak of rubella.

Healthcare personnel (HCP) who perform tasks that may involve exposure
to blood or body ﬂuids should receive a 3-dose series of hepatitis B vaccine
at 0-, 1-, and 6-month intervals. Test for hepatitis B surface antibody (antiHBs) to document immunity 1–2 months after dose #3.
• If anti-HBs is at least 10 mIU/mL (positive), the patient is immune. No
further serologic testing or vaccination is recommended.
• If anti-HBs is less than 10 mIU/mL (negative), the patient is unprotected from hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection; revaccinate with a
3-dose series. Retest anti-HBs 1–2 months after dose #3.
– If anti-HBs is positive, the patient is immune. No further testing or vaccination is recommended.
– If anti-HBs is negative after 6 doses of vaccine, patient is a non-responder.
For non-responders: HCP who are non-responders should be considered
susceptible to HBV and should be counseled regarding precautions to prevent
HBV infection and the need to obtain HBIG prophylaxis for any known or
probable parenteral exposure to hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg)-positive
blood.1 It is also possible that non-responders are persons who are HBsAg
positive. Testing should be considered. HCP found to be HBsAg positive
should be counseled and medically evaluated.
Note: Anti-HBs testing is not recommended routinely for previously vaccinated HCP who were not tested 1–2 months after their original vaccine
series. These HCP should be tested for anti-HBs when they have an exposure
to blood or body ﬂuids. If found to be anti-HBs negative, the HCP should be
treated as if susceptible.1

Varicella
It is recommended that all HCP be immune to varicella. Evidence of immunity
in HCP includes documentation of 2 doses of varicella vaccine given at least 28
days apart, history of varicella or herpes zoster based on physician diagnosis,
laboratory evidence of immunity, or laboratory conﬁrmation of disease.

Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis (Td/Tdap)
All HCPs who have not or are unsure if they have previously received a dose
of Tdap should receive a one-time dose of Tdap as soon as feasible, without
regard to the interval since the previous dose of Td. Then, they should receive
Td boosters every 10 years thereafter.

Meningococcal

Inﬂuenza

Vaccination is recommended for microbiologists who are routinely exposed to
isolates of N. meningitidis. Use of MCV4 is preferred for persons younger than
age 56 years; give IM. Use MPSV4 only if there is a permanent contraindication or precaution to MCV4. Use of MPSV4 (not MCV4) is recommended
for HCP older than age 55; give SC.

All HCP, including physicians, nurses, paramedics, emergency medical technicians, employees of nursing homes and chronic care facilities, students in
these professions, and volunteers, should receive annual vaccination against
inﬂuenza. Live attenuated inﬂuenza vaccine (LAIV) may only be given to
non-pregnant healthy HCP age 49 years and younger. Inactivated injectable
inﬂuenza vaccine (TIV) is preferred over LAIV for HCP who are in close
contact with severely immunosuppressed persons (e.g., stem cell transplant
patients) when patients require protective isolation.

References
1. See Table 3 in “Updated U.S. Public Health Service Guidelines for the Management of Occupational Exposures to HBV, HCV, and HIV and Recommendations
for Postexposure Prophylaxis,” MMWR, June 29, 2001, Vol. 50, RR-11.

Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR)

For additional speciﬁc ACIP recommendations, refer to the ofﬁcial ACIP statements
published in MMWR. To obtain copies, visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/ACIP-list.htm; or visit the Immunization Action Coalition (IAC) website
at www.immunize.org/acip.

HCP who work in medical facilities should be immune to measles, mumps,
and rubella.
• HCP born in 1957 or later can be considered immune to measles, mumps,
or rubella only if they have documentation of (a) laboratory conﬁrmation

Adapted from the Michigan Department of Community Health
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2017.pdf • Item #P2017 (3/11)

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, March 2011.
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First do no harm
Protect patients by making sure all staff
receive yearly inﬂuenza vaccine!
Healthcare employers are not only strongly encouraged to increase their employees’ inﬂuenza immunization rates, in some instances, their organization’s accreditation depends on it! In 2006, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) published vaccination inﬂuenza recommendations for
healthcare settings, and in 2007, The Joint Commission established inﬂuenza infection control standards.
Big changes have taken place in inﬂuenza vaccination of healthcare personnel (HCP): The responsibility for increasing the rates of HCP inﬂuenza
vaccination is rapidly shifting from the employee
to the employer.

What’s happened?
At CDC: In February 2006, CDC published “Inﬂuenza Vaccination of Health-Care Personnel.”
These recommendations “apply to HCP in acute
care hospitals, nursing homes, skilled nursing facilities, physician ofﬁces, urgent care centers, and
outpatient clinics, and to persons who provide
home healthcare and emergency medical services.” They were issued jointly by HICPAC (the
Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory
Committee) and ACIP (the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices). The summary box
in the right column presents an overview, including the recommendation that employers vaccinate
employees at the work site at no cost. To obtain
a copy of the complete recommendations, go to:
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5502.pdf.
At The Joint Commission: In January 2007, a
new infection control standard of The Joint Com-

mission went into effect. It requires accredited
organizations to offer inﬂuenza vaccinations to
staff, volunteers, and licensed independent practitioners who have close patient contact. The standard is an accreditation requirement for the Critical Access Hospital, Hospital, and Long Term
Care accreditation programs.

Why is it happening?
The short answer is because HCP inﬂuenza vaccination rates remain appallingly low, and unvaccinated HCP are infecting vulnerable patients
with inﬂuenza. Only half of HCP were vaccinated
against inﬂuenza in the 2008–09 season, even
though ACIP has urged annual inﬂuenza vaccination for HCP since 1981. Further, inﬂuenza transmission has been documented among patients in
a variety of clinical settings, and infections have
been linked to unvaccinated HCP. Clearly, we are
doing our patients harm.

What should your healthcare
facility do to comply?
In the box below are practical online resources
healthcare organizations will ﬁnd valuable in creating inﬂuenza vaccination programs for employees.

Practical resources for vaccinating HCP against inﬂuenza
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Read “Inﬂuenza Vaccination of Health-Care Personnel” at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5502.pdf. Access CDC’s Inﬂuenza web page: www.cdc.gov/ﬂu
National Inﬂuenza Vaccine Summit (NIVS)
(Co-sponsored by the American Medical Association and CDC). See the NIVS Healthcare
Workers home page:
www.preventinﬂuenza.org/professionals.asp
The Joint Commission
Visit “Strategies for Implementing Successful Inﬂuenza Immunization Programs for Health Care
Personnel Project”: www.jointcommission.org/PatientSafety/InfectionControl/ﬂu_monograph.htm

Immunization Action Coalition (IAC)
Get these IAC print materials online:

“Standing Orders for Administering Inﬂuenza
Vaccine to Adults”
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3074.pdf

“Screening Questionnaire for Injectable Inﬂuenza Vaccination”
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4066.pdf

“Screening Questionnaire for Intranasal Inﬂuenza Vaccination”
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4067.pdf

“Declination of Inﬂuenza Vaccination” form
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4068.pdf

U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services (HHS)
See the HHS “Health Care Personnel Initiative
to Improve Inﬂuenza Vaccination Toolkit”:
www.hhs.gov/ophs/initiatives/vacctoolkit

Summary of CDC’s
HICPAC / ACIP
Recommendations
The committees that developed and endorsed these recommendations included
persons with expertise in infectious diseases, infection control, pediatrics, vaccinology, internal medicine, and public health.
The recommendations are as follows:
• Educate HCP regarding the beneﬁts of
inﬂuenza vaccination and the potential
health consequences of inﬂuenza illness
for themselves and their patients, the epidemiology and modes of transmission,
diagnosis, treatment, and nonvaccine infection control strategies, in accordance
with their level of responsibility in preventing health-care–associated inﬂuenza.
• Offer inﬂuenza vaccine annually to all
eligible HCP to protect staff, patients,
and family members and to decrease
HCP absenteeism. Use of either available
vaccine (i.e., inactivated [TIV] or live attenuated inﬂuenza vaccine [LAIV]) is
recommended for eligible persons.
• Provide inﬂuenza vaccination to HCP
at the work site and at no cost as one
component of employee health programs. Use strategies that have been
demonstrated to increase inﬂuenza vaccine acceptance, including vaccination
clinics, mobile carts, vaccination access
during all work shifts, and modeling and
support by institutional leaders.
• Obtain a signed declination from HCP
who decline vaccination for reasons
other than medical contraindications.
• Monitor HCP vaccination coverage
and declination at regular intervals
during inﬂuenza season and provide
feedback of ward-, unit-, and specialtyspeciﬁc rates to staff and administration.
• Use the level of HCP inﬂuenza vaccination coverage as one measure of a
patient-safety quality program.

Visit IAC’s
“Honor Roll for Patient Safety”
to view stellar examples of
inﬂuenza vaccination mandates
in healthcare settings at
www.immunize.org/honor-roll
www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2014.pdf • Item #P2014 (6/10)

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, June 2010.
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Disclosure of Relationship

CONTENTS

CDC, our planners, and our content experts wish to disclose that they have no financial
interests or other relationships with the manufacturers of commercial products, suppliers of commercial services, or commercial supporters. This report will not include
any discussion of the unlabeled use of a product or a product under investigational
use with the exception of the following situations:
1. The nonsimultaneous administration of yellow fever (YF) vaccine and inactivated
vaccines.
2. Simultaneous administration of an inactivated and live vaccine (e.g., pneumococcal
polysaccharide vaccine [PPSV] and zoster [Zos] vaccine).
3. Interchangeability of combination vaccines and single-component vaccines (e.g.,
using single-component Haemophilus influenzae type b [Hib], diphtheria and
tetanus toxoids and acellular pertussis (DTaP), and inactivated poliovirus [IPV]
for later doses in series, after a series has begun with DTaP-IPV/Hib).
4. Interchangeability of brands of combination vaccines and single-component
vaccines (e.g., using DTaP-IPV/Hib and single-component hepatitis B [Hep B]
vaccine for later doses in series that might have previously included DTaP-IPVHepB and Hib).
5. Rotarix and RotaTeq need not be repeated if an infant spits up or regurgitates a dose.
6. Contact allergy to latex is neither a contraindication nor a precaution to the use
of quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) in the absence of an
anaphylactic allergy.
7. No need to repeat a dose of MCV4 vaccine given subcutaneously.
8. Revaccination with MCV4.
9. Appropriate storage and handling for the following vaccines at 35°F–46°F:
t %5B1
t .FBTMFT NVNQT BOESVCFMMB ..3
t )JC
t 1OFVNPDPDDBMDPOKVHBUFWBDDJOF 1$7
t )FQBUJUJT"
t 3PUBWJSVT 37
t )FQBUJUJT#
t 5FUBOVTUPYPJE SFEVDFEEJQIUIFSJBUPYPJE 
t )VNBOQBQJMMPNBWJSVT )17
and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine
t 5SJWBMFOUJOBDUJWBUFEJOGMVFO[BWBDDJOF 5*7
t 1147
10. Initiation of live Zos vaccine in immunocompetent patients 3 months after remission
from chemotherapy.
11. Avoiding conception for 1 month after vaccination with MMR or varicella (Var)
vaccine.
12. A minimum age of 12 months for the fourth dose of DTaP.
13. Use of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine and Haemophilus influenzae b vaccine in
persons receiving hematopoietic cell transplant or who are infected with human
immunodeficiency virus, regardless of age.
There is no commercial support for this activity.
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General Recommendations on Immunization
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP)
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Andrew T. Kroger, MD1
Ciro V. Sumaya, MD2
Larry K. Pickering, MD1
William L. Atkinson, MD1
1National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases
2Texas A&M Health Science Center, College Station, Texas

Summary
This report is a revision of the General Recommendations on Immunization and updates the 2006 statement by the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) (CDC. General recommendations on immunization: recommendations of the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices [ACIP]. MMWR 2006;55[No. RR-15]). The report also includes revised content from previous ACIP recommendations on the following topics: adult vaccination (CDC. Update on adult immunization recommendations of the
immunization practices Advisory Committee [ACIP]. MMWR 1991;40[No. RR-12]); the assessment and feedback strategy to increase
vaccination rates (CDC. Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices: programmatic strategies to increase
vaccination rates—assessment and feedback of provider-based vaccination coverage information. MMWR 1996;45:219–20); linkage
of vaccination services and those of the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC program) (CDC.
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices: programmatic strategies to increase vaccination coverage by
age 2 years—linkage of vaccination and WIC services. MMWR 1996;45:217–8); adolescent immunization (CDC. Immunization
of adolescents: recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the
American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American Medical Association. MMWR 1996;45[No. RR-13]); and combination
vaccines (CDC. Combination vaccines for childhood immunization: recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices [ACIP], the American Academy of Pediatrics [AAP], and the American Academy of Family Physicians [AAFP]. MMWR
1999;48[No. RR-5]).
Notable revisions to the 2006 recommendations include 1) revisions to the tables of contraindications and precautions to vaccination,
as well as a separate table of conditions that are commonly misperceived as contraindications and precautions; 2) reordering of the report
content, with vaccine risk-benefit screening, managing adverse reactions, reporting of adverse events, and the vaccine injury compensation
program presented immediately after the discussion of contraindications and precautions; 3) stricter criteria for selecting an appropriate
storage unit for vaccines; 4) additional guidance for maintaining the cold chain in the event of unavoidable temperature deviations; and
5) updated revisions for vaccination of patients who have received a hematopoietic cell transplant. The most recent ACIP recommendations for each specific vaccine should be consulted for comprehensive details. This report, ACIP recommendations for each vaccine, and
additional information about vaccinations are available from CDC at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines.
clinicians and other health-care providers about concerns that
commonly arise when vaccinating persons of various ages.
Providers and patients encounter numerous issues, such as
the timing of each dose, screening for contraindications and
precautions, the number of vaccines to be administered, the
educational needs of patients and parents, and interpreting
and responding to adverse events. Vaccination providers help
patients understand the substantial, occasionally conflicting,
information about vaccination. These vaccination recommendations are intended for clinicians and other health-care
providers who vaccinate patients.

Introduction
CDC recommends routine vaccination to prevent 17
vaccine-preventable diseases that occur in infants, children,
adolescents, or adults. This report provides information for
The material in this report originated in the National Center for
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Anne Schuchat, MD,
Director.
Corresponding preparer: Andrew Kroger, MD, National Center for
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, 1600 Clifton Rd., MS E-52,
Atlanta, GA 30333. Telephone: 404-639-1958; Fax: 404-639-8828;
E-mail: aok2@cdc.gov.

MMWR / January 28, 2011 / Vol. 60 / No. 2
6

3


Recommendations and Reports
December 26, 1997 / 46(RR-18);1-42

6XPPDU\
7KLVUHSRUWVXPPDUL]HVUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVRIWKH$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHHRQ,PPXQL]DWLRQ3UDFWLFHV $&,3 FRQFHUQLQJWKHXVHRI
FHUWDLQLPPXQL]LQJDJHQWVLQKHDOWKFDUHZRUNHUV +&:V LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV,WZDVSUHSDUHGLQFRQVXOWDWLRQZLWKWKH+RVSLWDO
,QIHFWLRQ&RQWURO3UDFWLFHV$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH +,&3$& DQGLVFRQVLVWHQWZLWKFXUUHQW+,&3$&JXLGHOLQHVIRULQIHFWLRQFRQWURO
LQKHDOWKFDUHSHUVRQQHO7KHVHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFDQDVVLVWKRVSLWDODGPLQLVWUDWRUVLQIHFWLRQFRQWUROSUDFWLWLRQHUVHPSOR\HHKHDOWK
SK\VLFLDQVDQG+&:VLQRSWLPL]LQJLQIHFWLRQSUHYHQWLRQDQGFRQWUROSURJUDPV%DFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQIRUHDFKYDFFLQH
SUHYHQWDEOHGLVHDVHDQGVSHFLILFUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVIRUXVHRIHDFKYDFFLQHDUHSUHVHQWHG7KHGLVHDVHVDUHJURXSHGLQWRWKUHH
FDWHJRULHVD WKRVHIRUZKLFKDFWLYHLPPXQL]DWLRQLVVWURQJO\UHFRPPHQGHGEHFDXVHRIVSHFLDOULVNVIRU+&:VE WKRVHIRUZKLFK
LPPXQRSURSK\OD[LVLVRUPD\EHLQGLFDWHGLQFHUWDLQFLUFXPVWDQFHVDQGF WKRVHIRUZKLFKSURWHFWLRQRIDOODGXOWVLVUHFRPPHQGHG
7KLVUHSRUWUHIOHFWVFXUUHQW$&,3UHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDWWKHWLPHRISXEOLFDWLRQ$&,3VWDWHPHQWVRQLQGLYLGXDOYDFFLQHVDQGGLVHDVH
XSGDWHVLQ00:5VKRXOGEHFRQVXOWHGIRUPRUHGHWDLOVUHJDUGLQJWKHHSLGHPLRORJ\RIWKHGLVHDVHVLPPXQL]DWLRQVFKHGXOHV
YDFFLQHGRVHVDQGWKHVDIHW\DQGHIILFDF\RIWKHYDFFLQHV
,1752'8&7,21
%HFDXVHRIWKHLUFRQWDFWZLWKSDWLHQWVRULQIHFWLYHPDWHULDOIURPSDWLHQWVPDQ\KHDOWKFDUHZRUNHUV +&:V HJSK\VLFLDQV
QXUVHVHPHUJHQF\PHGLFDOSHUVRQQHOGHQWDOSURIHVVLRQDOVDQGVWXGHQWVPHGLFDODQGQXUVLQJVWXGHQWVODERUDWRU\WHFKQLFLDQV
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KRVSLWDOVDQGKHDOWKGHSDUWPHQWVDQGWKHDWWHQGDQWULVNVIRUWUDQVPLVVLRQRIYDFFLQHSUHYHQWDEOHGLVHDVHVWRRWKHUZRUNHUVDQG
SDWLHQWV  ,QDGGLWLRQWR+&:VLQKRVSLWDOVDQGKHDOWKGHSDUWPHQWVWKHVHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDSSO\WRWKRVHLQSULYDWHSK\VLFLDQV
RIILFHVQXUVLQJKRPHVVFKRROVDQGODERUDWRULHVDQGWRILUVWUHVSRQGHUV
$Q\PHGLFDOIDFLOLW\RUKHDOWKGHSDUWPHQWWKDWSURYLGHVGLUHFWSDWLHQWFDUHLVHQFRXUDJHGWRIRUPXODWHDFRPSUHKHQVLYH
LPPXQL]DWLRQSROLF\IRUDOO+&:V7KH$PHULFDQ+RVSLWDO$VVRFLDWLRQKDVHQGRUVHGWKHFRQFHSWRILPPXQL]DWLRQSURJUDPVIRUERWK
KRVSLWDOSHUVRQQHODQGSDWLHQWV  7KHIROORZLQJUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFRQFHUQLQJYDFFLQHVRILPSRUWDQFHWR+&:VVKRXOGEH
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FKURQLF+%9LQIHFWLRQDUHDWULVNIRUFKURQLFOLYHUGLVHDVH LHFKURQLFDFWLYHKHSDWLWLVFLUUKRVLVDQGSULPDU\KHSDWRFHOOXODU
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Prevention and Control of Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2011
On August 18, 2011, this report was posted as an MMWR
Early Release on the MMWR website (http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr).
This document provides updated guidance for the use
of influenza vaccines in the United States for the 2011–12
influenza season. In 2010, the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) first recommended annual
influenza vaccination for all persons aged ≥6 months in the
United States (1,2). Vaccination of all persons aged ≥6 months
continues to be recommended. Information is presented in
this report regarding vaccine strains for the 2011–12 influenza
season, the vaccination schedule for children aged 6 months
through 8 years, and considerations regarding vaccination of
persons with egg allergy. Availability of a new Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)–approved intradermally administered
influenza vaccine formulation for adults aged 18 through 64
years is reported. For issues related to influenza vaccination
that are not addressed in this update, refer to the 2010 ACIP
statement on prevention and control of influenza with vaccines
and associated updates (1,2).
Methodology for the formulation of the ACIP annual
influenza statement has been described previously (1). The
ACIP Influenza Work Group meets every 2–4 weeks throughout
the year. Work Group membership includes several voting
members of the ACIP, as well as representatives from ACIP
Liaison Organizations. Meetings are held by teleconference and
include discussion of influenza-related issues, such as vaccine
effectiveness and safety, coverage in groups recommended
for vaccination, feasibility, cost-effectiveness, and anticipated
vaccine supply. Presentations are requested from invited
experts, and published and unpublished data are discussed.
CDC’s Influenza Division provides influenza surveillance and
antiviral resistance data, and the Immunization Safety Office
and Immunization Services Division provide information on
vaccine safety and distribution and coverage, respectively.

protective antibody levels (4,5), vaccination should optimally
occur before onset of influenza activity in the community,
and providers should offer vaccination as soon as vaccine
is available. Vaccination also should continue to be offered
throughout the influenza season.
Although influenza vaccine strains for the 2011–12 season
are unchanged from those of 2010–11, annual vaccination
is recommended even for those who received the vaccine
for the previous season. Although in one study of children
vaccinated against A/Hong Kong/68 (H3N2) virus, vaccine
efficacy remained high against this strain 3 years later, the
estimated efficacy of vaccine decreased over the seasons
studied (6). Moreover, several studies have demonstrated that
postvaccination antibody titers decline over the course of a
year (7–10). Thus, annual vaccination is recommended for
optimal protection against influenza.

Vaccine Doses for Children Aged 6 Months
Through 8 Years
Children aged 6 months through 8 years require 2 doses of
influenza vaccine (administered a minimum of 4 weeks apart)
during their first season of vaccination to optimize immune
response. In a study of children aged 5 through 8 years who
received trivalent inactivated vaccine (TIV) for the first time,
the proportion of children with protective antibody responses
was significantly higher after 2 doses than after 1 dose (11).
The importance of vaccine priming might depend more
on the similarity of the antigenic composition between the
priming and second dose than the temporal interval between
doses. From the 2003–04 to 2004–05 influenza seasons, the
A(H1N1) virus antigen remained unchanged; however, the
A(H3N2) virus antigen changed to a drifted strain, and the B
virus antigen changed more substantially to a different lineage.
In a study conducted over those two seasons, influenza-vaccine
naïve children aged 6 through 23 months who received 1 dose
of TIV in the spring of their first year of vaccination followed
by a second dose in the fall were less likely to have protective
antibody responses to the A(H3N2) and B virus antigens when
compared with children who received 2 doses of identical
vaccine in the fall (12). Response to the unchanged A(H1N1)
virus antigen was comparable between the groups. In another
study conducted over the same two seasons, unprimed children
aged 10 through 24 months who received 1 dose of TIV during
the fall of each season had similar responses to the unchanged
A(H1N1) virus antigen as well as to the drifted A(H3N2)
virus antigen when compared with children aged 6 through 24

Vaccine Strains for the 2011–12 Influenza Season
The 2011–12 U.S. seasonal influenza vaccine virus strains
are identical to those contained in the 2010–11 vaccine. These
include A/California/7/2009 (H1N1)-like, A/Perth/16/2009
(H3N2)-like, and B/Brisbane/60/2008-like antigens. The
influenza A (H1N1) vaccine virus strain is derived from a 2009
pandemic influenza A (H1N1) virus (3).

Recommendations for Vaccination
Routine annual influenza vaccination is recommended for all
persons aged ≥6 months (1). To permit time for production of
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Hepatitis B and the
healthcare worker
CDC answers frequently asked questions
about how to protect healthcare workers
The Immunization Action Coalition thanks Eric E. Mast, MD, MPH, chief, Prevention Branch, Division
of Viral Hepatitis, National Center for HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention; William L. Atkinson, MD, MPH, medical epidemiologist, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and Linda A. Moyer, RN, consultant to the Immunization
Action Coalition, for reviewing and updating the following questions and answers.

Which workers in the healthcare setting need
hepatitis B vaccine?

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires that hepatitis B vaccine be
offered to healthcare workers (HCWs) who have a
reasonable expectation of being exposed to blood
on the job. This requirement does not include
HCWs who would not be expected to have occupational risk, such as receptionists, billing staff,
and general ofﬁce workers.
At what anatomic site should hepatitis B
vaccine be administered to adults? What
needle size should be used?

The deltoid muscle is recommended for routine
intramuscular (IM) vaccination among adults. The
gluteus muscle should not be used as a site for
administering hepatitis B vaccine. The suggested
needle size is 1”–2” depending on the recipient’s gender and weight (1” for females weighing less than 70 kg; 1½” for females weighing
70–100 kg; 1”–1½” for males weighing less than
120 kg; and 2” for males weighing 120 kg or more
and females more than 100 kg). A 22- to 25-gauge
needle should be used. For optimal protection, it
is crucial that the vaccine be administered IM, not
subcutaneously.
If a HCW had one dose only of hepatitis B
vaccine 4 months ago, should the series
be restarted?

No. The hepatitis B vaccine series should not be
restarted when doses are delayed; rather, the series
should be continued from where it stopped. The
HCW should receive the second dose of vaccine
now and the third dose at least 8 weeks later. There
needs to be at least 16 weeks between the ﬁrst and
the third doses and at least 8 weeks between the
second and third doses of vaccine.
Is it safe for HCWs to be vaccinated during
pregnancy?

Yes. Limited data indicate no apparent risk for adverse events to developing fetuses. Current hepatitis B vaccines contain noninfectious hepatitis B
surface antigen (HBsAg) and should pose no risk
to the fetus. If the mother is being vaccinated be-

cause she is at risk for hepatitis B virus (HBV)
infection (e.g., a HCW, a person with a sexually
transmitted disease, an injection drug user, multiple sex partners), vaccination should be initiated
as soon as her risk factor is identiﬁed during the
pregnancy. If not vaccinated, a pregnant woman
may contract an HBV infection, which might result
in severe disease for the mother and chronic infection for the newborn. In addition, giving hepatitis
B vaccine to the mother is not a contraindication
to breastfeeding.
Which HCWs need serologic testing after
receiving 3 doses of hepatitis B vaccine?

All HCWs who have a reasonable risk of exposure to blood or body ﬂuids containing blood (e.g.,
HCWs with direct patient contact, HCWs who have
the risk of needlestick or sharps injury, laboratory workers who draw or test blood) should have
postvaccination testing for antibody to hepatitis B
surface antigen (anti-HBs). Postvaccination testing should be done 1–2 months after the last dose
of vaccine.
What should be done if a HCW’s postvaccination anti-HBs test is negative 1–2 months after
the last dose of vaccine?

Repeat the 3-dose series and test for anti-HBs 1–2
months after the last dose of vaccine. If the HCW
is still negative after a second vaccine series, the
HCW is considered a non-responder to hepatitis
B vaccination. HCWs who do not respond to vaccination should be tested for HBsAg to determine
if they have chronic HBV infection. If the HBsAg
test is positive, the person should receive appropriate counseling and medical management. Persons
who test negative for HBsAg should be considered
susceptible to HBV infection and should be counseled about precautions to prevent HBV infection
and the need to obtain hepatitis B immune globulin
(HBIG) prophylaxis for any known or likely exposure to HBsAg-positive blood.
How often should I test HCWs after they’ve
received the hepatitis B vaccine series to
make sure they’re protected?

For immune competent HCWs, periodic testing or

Healthcare workers
need more vaccinations
than just hepatitis B!
For information about
additional vaccines
you may need, see
the references at the
bottom of page 3.

periodic boosting is not needed. Postvaccination
testing (anti-HBs) should be done 1–2 months after
the last dose of hepatitis B vaccine. If adequate
anti-HBs (at least 10 mIU/mL) is present, nothing
more needs to be done. If postvaccination testing
is less than 10 mIU/mL, the vaccine series should
be repeated and anti-HBs testing done, 1–2 months
after the last dose of the second series. This information should be recorded in the HCW’s employee
health record.
Should a HCW who performs invasive procedures and who once had a positive anti-HBs
result be revaccinated if the anti-HBs titer is
rechecked and is less than 10 mIU/mL?

No. Immune competent persons known to have responded to hepatitis B vaccination do not require
additional passive or active immunization. Postvaccination testing should be done 1–2 months after
the original vaccine series is completed. In this
scenario, the initial postvaccination testing showed
that the HCW was protected. Substantial evidence
suggests that adults who respond to hepatitis B
vaccination (anti-HBs of at least 10 mIU/mL) are
protected from chronic HBV infection for as long
as 23 years, even if there is no detectable anti-HBs
currently. Only immunocompromised persons (e.g.,
hemodialysis patients, some HIV-positive persons)
need to have anti-HBs testing and booster doses
of vaccine to maintain their protective anti-HBs
concentrations of at least 10 mIU/mL.
Before reading the recommendations of CDC’s
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) that say not to do this, we tested
our employees for anti-HBs several years after
they were vaccinated and some people had
inadequate results, even though they had all
completed a 3-dose series. What should we
do now?

ACIP does not recommend periodic testing of vaccinated HCWs because anti-HBs concentrations decline over time, and HCWs remain protected even
if their anti-HBs concentration declines to below
(page 1 of 3)
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Immunization Action Coalition • 1573 Selby Ave. • St. Paul, MN 55104 • (651) 647-9009 • www.immunize.org • www.vaccineinformation.org
9

Hepatitis B and the healthcare worker

10 mIU/mL. For HCWs who have been vaccinated
in the past and who do not have a documented response to vaccination of at least 10 mIU/mL, ACIP
recommends testing for anti-HBs at the time of an
exposure and providing appropriate management
based on the results of testing. (See postexposure
guidelines in Table 1.) If cost is not a great concern
or if an employee or employer wants documented
assurance of immunity, a revaccination series can
be undertaken followed by testing 1–2 months after
the 3rd dose of hepatitis B vaccine.
How often should anti-HBs testing be done on
HCWs who perform invasive procedures?

For persons whose immune status is normal, periodic serologic testing to assess anti-HBs concentrations is not necessary. Persons who perform
invasive procedures should be treated no differently
from other HCWs with respect to anti-HBs testing.
If a HCW has an exposure (e.g., needlestick), s/he
should be evaluated for their need for immunoprophylaxis according to postexposure guidelines
in Table 1.
If HCWs received hepatitis B vaccination in the
past and were not tested for immunity, should

Page 2

they be tested now?

No. In this scenario, a HCW does not need to be
tested unless s/he has an exposure. If an exposure
occurs, refer to the postexposure guidelines in
Table 1.
How should a vaccinated HCW with an
unknown anti-HBs response be managed
if they have a percutaneous or mucosal
exposure to blood or body ﬂuids from an
HBsAg-positive source?

This person should be tested for anti-HBs as soon
as possible after exposure. If the anti-HBs concentration is at least 10 mIU/mL, no further treatment
is needed. If the anti-HBs concentration is less than
10 mIU/mL, HBIG and one dose of hepatitis B vaccine should be administered. Prior to administering
the HBIG and vaccine, blood should be drawn for a
baseline HBsAg test. Subsequently, in 3–6 months,
an additional anti-HBs and an HBsAg test should
be performed. If the HBsAg is positive, the person
is infected and should be referred for medical evaluation. If the anti-HBs result is at least 10 mIU/mL,
the person is seroprotected. It is necessary to do
postvaccination testing later than the usual recommended time frame because anti-HBs from HBIG

might be detected if testing is done any earlier. The
postvaccination test result should be recorded in the
person’s health record.
For a pre-employment physical, a HCW
states she received all three hepatitis B
vaccine doses as an adolescent. Would
you test for anti-HBs?

If the HCW has written documentation of a full
hepatitis B vaccine series, testing for anti-HBs
at this point is not necessary. If the HCW has a
subsequent exposure to HBV, hepatitis B immunoprophylaxis should be administered following
guidelines for a person who has been vaccinated,
but the immune response is not known (Table 1).
This information should be documented in the
HCW’s employee health record. This approach
should be sufﬁcient to meet the needs of the employer and the requirements of OSHA. If there is no
written documentation of hepatitis B vaccination,
see the next question.
(continued on next page)

Table 1: Recommendations for postexposure prophylaxis after percutaneous or mucosal
exposure to HBV in an occupational setting
Vaccination and
antibody response
status of exposed
persons1

Treatment
Source is
HBsAg positive

Source is
HBsAg negative

Source is unknown or not tested
High risk

Low risk

Unvaccinated

HBIG2 (1 dose) and begin
a hepatitis B vaccine series

Begin a hepatitis B vaccine
series

Begin a hepatitis B
vaccine series

Begin a hepatitis B
vaccine series

Known responder3

No treatment

No treatment

No treatment

No treatment

Not revaccinated4

HBIG (1 dose) and begin a
revaccination series

Begin a revaccination series

HBIG (1 dose) and begin Begin a revaccination
a revaccination series
series

After revaccination4

HBIG (2 doses)5

No treatment

HBIG (2 doses)5

Nonresponder3

Antibody response
unknown

Test for anti-HBs6

Test for anti-HBs6
If adequate3, no treatment

No treatment

No treatment

If adequate,3 no treatment
If inadequate, give vaccine booster and
check anti-HBs in 1–2 months

If inadequate, HBIG x 1
and vaccine booster
1. Persons known to have had HBV infection in the past or who are chronically infected do not require HBIG or vaccine.
2. Hepatitis B immune globulin (0.06 mL/kg) administered IM.
3. Adequate response is anti-HBs of at least 10 mIU/mL after vaccination.
4. Revaccination = additional 3-dose series of hepatitis B vaccine administered after the primary series.
5. First dose as soon as possible after exposure and the second dose 1 month later.
6. Testing should be done as soon as possible after exposure.

Source: This table was adapted from “Updated U.S. PHS Guidelines for the Management of Occupational Exposures
to HBV, HCV, and HIV and Recommendations for Postexposure Prophylaxis,” MMWR, 6/29/01, Vol. 50 (RR-11)
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Several physicians in our group have no
documentation showing they received
hepatitis B vaccine. They are relatively sure,
however, that they received the doses many
years ago. What do we do now?

Because there is no documentation of vaccination, the 3-dose vaccination series should be administered and postvaccination testing should be
performed 1–2 months after the third dose of vaccine. There is no harm in receiving extra doses of
vaccine. Care should always be taken to document
vaccine lot, date, manufacturer, route, and vaccine
dosages. Postvaccination testing results should also
be documented, including the date testing was performed. All organizations (e.g., hospitals, clinics)
should develop policies or guidelines to assure
valid hepatitis B immunization.
A healthcare worker (HCW) thinks she had
3 doses of hepatitis B vaccine in the past
but has no documentation of receiving those
doses. Before reading the recommendations
to revaccinate her, we obtained an anti-HBs
titer and the result was greater than
10 mIU/mL. With this lab result, can’t we
assume she is immune?

A positive anti-HBs indicates that the vaccinated
person is immune at the time the HCW was tested,
but does not necessarily assure that the HCW has
long-term immunity. Long-term immunity has been
shown only for persons attaining an adequate antiHBs result of at least 10 mIU/mL after a 3-dose
vaccination series. The most direct way to deal with
this is to vaccinate the HCW with the 3-dose series
of hepatitis B vaccine; test for anti-HBs in 1–2
months and document the result in the HCW’s employee health record. An adequate anti-HBs result
from a documented 3-dose vaccine series would
assure not only seroprotection, but long-term protection, as well.
Of course, it is possible that the HCW has an antiHBs result of greater than 10 mIU/mL because of
an HBV infection in the past. If this is of concern,
a total anti-HBc test could be performed to discern
this (a positive result indicates a history of HBV
infection at some undeﬁned period in time).
I’m a nurse who received the hepatitis B
vaccine series more than 10 years ago and
had a positive follow-up titer (at least
10 mIU/mL). At present, my titer is negative
(less than 10 mIU/mL). What should I do now?

Nothing. Data show that vaccine-induced anti-HBs
levels might decline over time; however, immune
memory (anamnestic anti-HBs response) remains
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intact indeﬁnitely following immunization. Persons
with anti-HBs concentrations that decline to less
than 10 mIU/mL are still protected against HBV
infection. For HCWs with normal immune status
who have demonstrated adequate anti-HBs (at least
10 mIU/mL) following vaccination, booster doses
of vaccine or periodic anti-HBs testing is not recommended.

If the HBsAg test is positive, the person should
receive appropriate counseling and medical management. Persons who test negative for HBsAg
should be considered susceptible to HBV infection
and should be counseled about precautions to prevent HBV infection and the need to obtain HBIG
prophylaxis for any known or likely exposure to
HBsAg-positive blood (see Table 1).

A person who is a known non-responder to
hepatitis B vaccine has a percutaneous exposure to HBsAg-positive blood. According to
older ACIP recommendations, I have the
option to give HBIG x 2 or HBIG x 1 and initiate
revaccination. How do I decide which to do?

Can a person with chronic HBV infection
become a HCW?

Current recommendations have been revised. The
recommended postexposure prophylaxis for persons who are non-responders to hepatitis B vaccine (i.e., have not responded to an initial 3-dose
series and revaccination with a 3-dose series) is
to give HBIG as soon as possible after exposure
and a second dose of HBIG one month later (see
Table 1). Exposed persons, who are known not to
have responded to a primary vaccine series, but
have not been revaccinated with a second 3-dose
series, should receive a single dose of HBIG and
reinitiate the hepatitis B vaccine series with the
ﬁrst dose of hepatitis B vaccine as soon as possible
after exposure.
If an employee does not respond to hepatitis B
vaccination (employee has had two full series
of hepatitis B vaccine), does s/he need to be
removed from activities that expose her/him
to bloodborne pathogens? Does the employer
have a responsibility in this area beyond
providing the vaccine?

There are no regulations that require removal from
job situations where exposure to bloodborne pathogens could occur; this is an individual policy decision within the organization. OSHA regulations
require that employees in jobs where there is a
reasonable risk of exposure to blood be offered
hepatitis B vaccine. In addition, the regulation
states that adequate personal protective equipment be provided and that standard precautions
be followed. Check your state OSHA regulations
regarding additional requirements. If there are no
state OSHA regulations, federal OSHA regulations should be followed. Adequate documentation
should be placed in the employee record regarding
non-response to vaccination. HCWs who do not
respond to vaccination should be tested for HBsAg
to determine if they have chronic HBV infection.

Yes. All HCWs should practice standard precautions, which are designed to prevent HBV transmission, both from patients to HCW and from HCW to
patient. There is, however, one caveat concerning
HBV-infected HCWs. Those who are HBsAg positive and HBeAg (hepatitis B e antigen) positive
should not perform exposure-prone procedures
(e.g., gynecologic, cardiothoracic surgery) unless
they have sought counsel from an expert review
panel and been advised under what circumstances,
if any, they may continue to perform these procedures. Such circumstances might include notifying
prospective patients of the HCW’s seropositivity
before they undergo exposure-prone invasive procedures. For more information on this issue, see the
Mortality and Morbidity Weekly Report, “Recommendations for Preventing Transmission of Human
Immunodeﬁciency Virus and Hepatitis B Virus to
Patients During Exposure-Prone Invasive Procedures,” MMWR, 7/12/91, Vol. 40(RR-8);1–9. This
document is available at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00014845.htm.

Keep your own
vaccination history!
Record the dates you received
hepatitis B vaccine, as well as the
results of your postvaccination
serologic testing (anti-HBs).
Remember to save records of any
vaccinations you receive so you
don’t have to repeat them.
To order adult immunization record cards, visit
www.immunize.org/adultizcards.

For more information on vaccination recommendations for healthcare workers, see the following:
1. “Immunization of Health-Care Workers,” MMWR, 12/26/97, Vol. 46 (RR-18), www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr4618.pdf
2. “Inﬂuenza Vaccination of Health-Care Personnel,” MMWR, 2/24/06, Vol. 55 (RR-2), www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5502.pdf
3. “Healthcare Personnel Vaccination Recommendations,” Immunization Action Coalition, www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2017.pdf
(page 3 of 3)
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Notes from the Field
In the United States, MMR vaccine normally is given as
a 2-dose series, with the first dose at age 12–15 months and
a second dose at age 4–6 years.* However, this series may
be accelerated during outbreaks. In response to the current
outbreak, MDH has recommended that children aged 6–11
months living in selected congregate living facilities receive
a dose of MMR vaccine,† and that older children and adults
in these facilities receive vaccine if they are susceptible and
have had less than 2 doses of MMR vaccine. MDH also has
recommended an accelerated vaccination schedule (a total of
2 doses of MMR vaccine separated by at least 28 days) for all
children aged ≥12 months living in Hennepin County and all
children of Somali descent living in the wider Minneapolis-St.
Paul metropolitan area.
Measles was declared eliminated from the United States in
2000. However, importations of measles from other countries
still occur, and low vaccination coverage associated with parental concerns regarding the MMR vaccine puts persons and
communities at risk for measles. Public health and health-care
providers should work with parents and community leaders
to address concerns about the MMR vaccine to ensure high
vaccination coverage and prevent measles.

Measles Outbreak — Hennepin County,
Minnesota, February–March 2011
On March 2, 2011, the Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) confirmed measles in a Hennepin County resident
aged 9 months. As of April 1, investigation of contacts and
heightened surveillance had revealed a total of 13 epidemiologically linked cases in Hennepin County residents. Of
those cases, 11 were laboratory confirmed, and two were in
household contacts of confirmed cases and met the clinical
case definition for measles.
The patients included children aged 4 months–4 years and
one adult aged 51 years; seven of the 13 were of Somali decent.
Eight patients were hospitalized. Vaccination status was known
for 11 patients: five were too young to have been vaccinated,
and six (all of Somali descent) had not been vaccinated because
of parental concerns about the safety of the measles, mumps,
and rubella (MMR) vaccine. The most recent rash onset was
March 28. An additional, unrelated case of measles was confirmed in a Hennepin County resident aged 34 years who was
exposed in Orlando, Florida, sometime during March 1–10.
The investigation determined that the index patient was
a U.S.-born child of Somali descent, aged 30 months, who
developed a rash February 15, 14 days after returning from a
trip to Kenya. The patient attended a drop-in child care center
1 day before rash onset; measles developed in three contacts
at the center and in one household contact. Secondary and
tertiary exposures occurred in two congregate living facilities
for homeless persons (four patients), an emergency department
(two patients), and households (two patients). A virus isolate
from the index patient was genotyped at CDC as B3, which
is endemic in sub-Saharan Africa.
Outbreak control efforts have included following up with
potentially exposed persons, providing immune globulin to
persons without evidence of immunity, and recommending
that persons without evidence of immunity who have been
exposed to measles not leave their residence while potentially
infectious (21 days). Multiple vaccination clinics have been
held or scheduled at community venues and in the congregate
living facilities.

* Additional information available at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/
downloads/child/mmwr-child-schedule.pdf.
† Because serologic response to the measles vaccine is variable among infants aged
6–11 months, infants vaccinated before age 12 months should be revaccinated
on or after the first birthday with 1 dose of MMR vaccine followed by a second
at least 28 days later.
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Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, CDC. Corresponding
contributor: Ruth Lynfield, MD, Minnesota Dept of Health,
651-201-5414, ruth.lynfield@state.mn.us.

MMWR / April 8, 2011 / Vol. 60 / No. 13
12

421

9DFFLQHVDQG,PPXQL]DWLRQV
Vaccines and Preventable Diseases:

Prevention & Control of Mumps in Healthcare Settings

3UHYHQWLRQDQGFRQWUROVWUDWHJLHVVKRXOGEHDSSOLHGLQDOOKHDOWKFDUHVHWWLQJVZKHUHSDWLHQWFDUHRFFXUV
LQFOXGLQJRXWSDWLHQWDQGORQJWHUPFDUHIDFLOLWLHV$QHIIHFWLYHYDFFLQDWLRQSURJUDPLVWKHEHVWDSSURDFKWR
SUHYHQWKHDOWKFDUHDVVRFLDWHGPXPSVWUDQVPLVVLRQ+HDOWKFDUHIDFLOLWLHVDUHHQFRXUDJHGWRUHYLHZHPSOR\HH
LPPXQL]DWLRQVWDWXVIRUPXPSVDQGRWKHUYDFFLQHSUHYHQWDEOHLQIHFWLRQV
Persons born during or after 1957:
$GHTXDWHPXPSVYDFFLQDWLRQIRUKHDOWKFDUHZRUNHUVERUQGXULQJRUDIWHUFRQVLVWVRIGRVHVRIDOLYH
PXPSVYLUXVYDFFLQH+HDOWKFDUHZRUNHUVZLWKQRKLVWRU\RIPXPSVYDFFLQDWLRQDQGQRRWKHUHYLGHQFHRI
LPPXQLW\VKRXOGUHFHLYHGRVHV DWDPLQLPXPLQWHUYDORIGD\VEHWZHHQGRVHV +HDOWKFDUHZRUNHUVZKR
KDYHUHFHLYHGRQO\GRVHSUHYLRXVO\VKRXOGUHFHLYHDVHFRQGGRVH
Persons born before 1957:
%HFDXVHELUWKEHIRUHLVRQO\SUHVXPSWLYHHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\KHDOWKFDUHIDFLOLWLHVVKRXOGFRQVLGHU
UHFRPPHQGLQJDWOHDVWGRVHRIDOLYHPXPSVYLUXVYDFFLQHIRUXQYDFFLQDWHGZRUNHUVERUQEHIRUHZKR
GRQRWKDYHSK\VLFLDQGLDJQRVHGPXPSVRUODERUDWRU\HYLGHQFHRIPXPSVLPPXQLW\,QDGGLWLRQGXULQJD
PXPSVRXWEUHDNKHDOWKFDUHIDFLOLWLHVVKRXOGVWURQJO\FRQVLGHUUHFRPPHQGLQJGRVHVRIDOLYHPXPSVYLUXV
YDFFLQHWRXQYDFFLQDWHGKHDOWKFDUHSHUVRQQHOERUQEHIRUHZKRGRQRWKDYHHYLGHQFHRIPXPSV
LPPXQLW\)DFLOLWLHVVKRXOGSODQLQDGYDQFHWKHORJLVWLFVUHTXLUHGWRLPSOHPHQWWKLVGRVHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQ
DQGPD\FKRRVHWRSURFHHGZLWKDSSURSULDWHDVVHVVPHQWDQGYDFFLQDWLRQEHIRUHDQRXWEUHDNRFFXUV
5HFHLSWRI005RU0059YDFFLQHLVQRWDUHDVRQWRH[FOXGHSHUVRQQHOIURPZRUN
6HHDOVRWhy might some people born before 1957 need to be vaccinated with MMR? YDFIDTV
WHFKKWP
127(7KHFRPELQDWLRQ0059YDFFLQHLVQRWOLFHQVHGIRUWKRVHRYHU\HDUVROG

 WRS
Return to main Mumps Vaccination page GHIDXOWKWP
7KLVV\PEROPHDQV\RXDUHOHDYLQJWKH&'&JRY:HEVLWH)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVHVHH&'& VExit
Notification and Disclaimer KWWSZZZFGFJRY2WKHUGLVFODLPHUKWPO SROLF\
)LOH)RUPDWV$OOYLHZHUVSOD\HUVDQGSOXJLQVXVHGRQWKLVVLWHFDQEHGRZQORDGHGIURPWKHfile formats
page ZZZFGFJRYRWKHUSOXJLQV  )RUH[DPSOH$GREH$FUREDW5HDGHUIRUSGIILOHV:LQGRZV0HGLD
3OD\HUIRUDXGLRDQGYLGHRILOHV3RZHU3RLQW9LHZHUIRUSUHVHQWDWLRQVOLGHVHWF
13

7KLVSDJHODVWPRGLILHGRQ2FWREHU
&RQWHQWODVWUHYLHZHGRQ-XO\
&RQWHQW6RXUFH1DWLRQDO&HQWHUIRU,PPXQL]DWLRQDQG5HVSLUDWRU\'LVHDVHV
Page Located on the Web at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/mumps/vac-hcw.htm
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ACIP Provisional Recommendations for Measles-Mumps-Rubella (MMR)
‘Evidence of Immunity’ Requirements for Healthcare Personnel
Date of ACIP vote: June 24, 2009
Date of posting of provisional recommendations: August 28, 2009

On June 24, 2009 the ACIP voted on revised recommendations for measles-mumps-rubella (MMR)
‘evidence of immunity’ requirements for healthcare personnel . The Healthcare Infection Control
Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC) has endorsed these changes.
Summary of new recommendations:
Adequate presumptive evidence of immunity to measles, rubella, and mumps for persons who
work in health care facilities:
Measles:
a. Documented administration of two doses of live measles virus vaccine 1 or
b. Laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease or
c. Born before 1957 2 3 4
Rubella
a. Documented administration of one dose of live rubella virus vaccine1 or
b. Laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease or
c. Born before 1957 (except women of childbearing age who could become pregnant)234
Mumps
a. Documented administration of two doses of live mumps virus vaccine1 or
b. Laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease or
c. Born before 1957234

1

The first dose should be administered on or after the first birthday; the second dose of measles
and mumps-containing vaccine should be administered no earlier than one month (i.e., a minimum
of 28 days) after the first dose. Combined MMR vaccine generally should be used whenever any of
its component vaccines is indicated.

2

May vary depending on current state or local requirements.

3

For unvaccinated personnel born before 1957 who lack laboratory evidence of measles, mumps
and/or rubella immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease, healthcare facilities should consider
vaccinating personnel with two doses of MMR vaccine at the appropriate interval (for measles and
mumps) and one dose of MMR vaccine (for rubella), respectively.
4

For unvaccinated personnel born before 1957 who lack laboratory evidence of measles, mumps
and/or rubella immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease, healthcare facilities should
recommend two doses of MMR vaccine during an outbreak of measles or mumps and one dose during
an outbreak of rubella.

These recommendations update two previous ACIP documents:
1. Immunization of Health Care Workers: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) and the Hospital Infection Control Practices Advisory
Committee (HICPAC). Available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00050577.htm
2. Measles, Mumps, and Rubella----Vaccine Use and Strategies for Elimination of Measles,
Rubella, and Congenital Rubella Syndrome and the Control of Mumps: Recommendations of
the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices. Available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00053391.htm.
This document available at:
15
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/provisional/downloads/mmr-evidence-immunity-Aug2009-508.pdf
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Update: Mumps Outbreak — New York and New Jersey,
June 2009–January 2010
State and local health departments, in collaboration with
CDC, continue to investigate a mumps outbreak that began
in New York in June 2009 (1). The index case occurred in a
boy aged 11 years who had returned on June 17 from a trip
to the United Kingdom, where approximately 7,400 reports
of laboratory-conﬁrmed mumps were received by the Health
Protection Agency in 2009.* He then attended a New York
summer camp for tradition-observant Jewish boys, where he
became symptomatic on June 28. Subsequently, other camp
attendees and a staﬀ member were reported to have mumps,
and transmission continued in multiple locations when the
camp attendees returned home. As of January 29, 2010, a total
of 1,521 cases had been reported, with onset dates from June
28, 2009, through January 29, 2010, a substantial increase
from the 179 cases reported as of October 30, 2009 (1). The
outbreak has remained conﬁned primarily to the traditionobservant Jewish community, with <3% of cases occurring
among persons outside the community. The largest percentage
of cases (61%) has occurred among persons aged 7–18 years,
and 76% of the patients are male. Among the patients for whom
vaccination status was reported, 88% had received at least 1
dose of mumps-containing vaccine, and 75% had received 2
doses. This is the largest mumps outbreak that has occurred in
the United States since 2006 (2). Although mumps vaccination
alone was not suﬃcient to prevent this outbreak, maintaining
high measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccination coverage
remains the most eﬀective way to prevent outbreaks and limit
their size when they occur.
Mumps cases included in this report were reported by
January 29, 2010. Cases were classified according to the

2008 case deﬁnition of the Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists†; only cases of probable and conﬁrmed mumps
are included in this report. In the United States, the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommends
that children receive 2 doses of measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) vaccine, with the ﬁrst dose administered at 12–15
months and the second dose near the time of school entry (at
4–6 years).§ Methods used to obtain the vaccination status of
patients have included parental report, review of vaccination
cards, and veriﬁcation from health-care providers.
The 1,521 outbreak-related mumps cases have been reported
from several counties in New York and New Jersey; local
transmission is continuing (Figure). The majority (675 [44%])
of cases have been reported from New York City (primarily
Brooklyn), followed by Orange County, New York (364 [24%]);
† An illness with acute onset of unilateral or bilateral tender, self-limited swelling

of the parotid or other salivary glands, lasting at least 2 days, and without other
apparent cause. Probable case: a case that meets the clinical case deﬁnition without
laboratory conﬁrmation and is epidemiologically linked to a clinically compatible
case. Conﬁrmed case: a case that 1) meets the clinical case deﬁnition or occurs in
a patient with a clinically compatible illness and 2) is either laboratory conﬁrmed
or is epidemiologically linked to a conﬁrmed case. Available at http://www.cdc.
gov/ncphi/disss/nndss/casedef/mumps_2008.htm.
§ ACIP recommends 2 doses of mumps-containing vaccine for all school-aged
children (i.e., grades K–12) and for adults at high risk for disease (i.e., persons
who work in health-care facilities, international travelers, and students at
post–high school educational institutions). Health-care workers born in or
after 1957 without laboratory evidence of immunity should receive 2 doses of
mumps-containing vaccine, and those born before 1957 without laboratory
evidence of immunity should consider receiving 1 dose. During outbreaks, ACIP
recommends oﬀering a second dose of vaccine to children aged 1–4 years (8).

INSIDE
130 Transmission of Yellow Fever Vaccine Virus Through
Breast-Feeding — Brazil, 2009

* Available at http://www.hpa.org.uk/hpr/archives/2010/news0210.htm#mmps.

133 Progress in Immunization Information Systems —
United States, 2008
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Rockland County, New York (298 [20%]); and four
counties in New Jersey (159 [10%]). Twenty-ﬁve (2%)
cases (reported during June 28–September 8) were
associated with the summer camp in Sullivan County,
New York; however, no additional cases occurred in
the county after the camp ended in late August. Of
the 1,521 patients, 1,477 (97%) are members of the
tradition-observant Jewish community. Of the 44
cases not associated with this religious community, 33
have been reported from New York City; seven from
New Jersey; two from Orange County, New York;
and two from Rockland County, New York. Many
of these outside cases have occurred among persons
who have reported regular contact with members of
the aﬀected community.
Diagnostic laboratory testing for mumps (i.e.,
detection of mumps immunoglobulin M antibodies by various methods, detection of mumps RNA
by real-time reverse transcription–polymerase chain
reaction, or isolation of mumps virus in cell culture)
has been performed for 761 (50%) cases. Of these,
385 (51%) cases are laboratory conﬁrmed.

Of the 1,518 patients whose age is known, 1,385
(91%) are aged >6 years (Figure). The median age
of patients is 15 years (range 3 months–90 years)
and is similar in all areas with ongoing transmission
except New Jersey, where the median age is 17 years.
Of the 1,489 patients whose sex is known, 1,136
(76%) are male. Sixty-ﬁve reports of complications
from mumps have been received: orchitis (55 cases),
pancreatitis (ﬁve cases), aseptic meningitis (two cases),
transient deafness (one case), Bell’s palsy (one case),
and oophoritis (one case). Nineteen hospitalizations
from mumps have been reported; no deaths have
occurred.
Vaccination status is known for 1,115 patients:
966 (91%) of 1,062 patients aged ≤18 years and 149
(33%) of 456 patients aged ≥19 years (Table). Of these
patients, 976 (88%) had received at least 1 dose of
mumps-containing vaccine before the outbreak, and
839 (75%) had received 2 doses. Among patients aged
7–18 years, the age group with the majority of cases
and for whom 2 doses of MMR vaccine is recommended, 93% had received at least 1 dose, and 85%
had received 2 doses. The vaccination status of the
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Updated Recommendations for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria
Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap) Vaccine from the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices, 2010
Despite sustained high coverage for childhood pertussis
vaccination, pertussis remains poorly controlled in the United
States. A total of 16,858 pertussis cases and 12 infant deaths
were reported in 2009 (1; CDC, unpublished data, 2009).
Although 2005 recommendations by the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices (ACIP) called for vaccination with
tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis (Tdap) for adolescents and adults to improve immunity
against pertussis, Tdap coverage is 56% among adolescents
and <6% among adults (2,3). In October 2010, ACIP recommended expanded use of Tdap. This report provides the
updated recommendations, summarizes the safety and effectiveness data considered by ACIP, and provides guidance for
implementing the recommendations.
ACIP recommends a single Tdap dose for persons aged 11
through18 years who have completed the recommended childhood diphtheria and tetanus toxoids and pertussis/diphtheria
and tetanus toxoids and acellular pertussis (DTP/DTaP) vaccination series and for adults aged 19 through 64 years (4,5).
Two Tdap vaccines are available in the United States. Boostrix
(GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals, Rixensart, Belgium) is licensed
for use in persons aged 10 through 64 years, and Adacel (Sanofi
Pasteur, Toronto, Canada) is licensed for use in persons aged
11 through 64 years. Both Tdap products are licensed for
use at an interval of at least 5 years between the tetanus and
diphtheria toxoids (Td) and Tdap dose. On October 27, 2010,
ACIP approved the following additional recommendations:
1) use of Tdap regardless of interval since the last tetanus- or
diphtheria-toxoid containing vaccine, 2) use of Tdap in certain
adults aged 65 years and older, and 3) use of Tdap in undervaccinated children aged 7 through 10 years.
The Pertussis Vaccines Working Group of ACIP reviewed
published and unpublished Tdap immunogenicity and safety
data from clinical trials and observational studies on use of
Tdap. The Working Group also considered the epidemiology
of pertussis, provider and program feedback, and data on the
barriers to receipt of Tdap. The Working Group then presented
policy options for consideration to the full ACIP. These additional recommendations are intended to remove identified
barriers and programmatic gaps that contribute to suboptimal
vaccination coverage. An important barrier that limited vaccination of persons with Tdap was unknown history of Td
booster. Programmatic gaps included lack of a licensed Tdap
vaccine for children aged 7 through 10 years and adults aged
65 years and older. In light of the recent increase of pertussis in

the United States, the additional recommendations are made
to facilitate use of Tdap to reduce the burden of disease and
risk for transmission to infants (Box).

Timing of Tdap Following Td
Safety. When Tdap was licensed in 2005, the safety of
administering a booster dose of Tdap at intervals <5 years after
Td or pediatric DTP/DTaP had not been studied in adults.
However, evaluations in children and adolescents suggested
that the safety of intervals as short as 18 months was acceptable
(6). Rates of local and systemic reactions after Tdap vaccination
in adults were lower than or comparable to rates in adolescents
during U.S. prelicensure trials; therefore, the safety of using
intervals as short as 2 years between Td and Tdap in adults
was inferred (4).
Additional data on the safety of administering Tdap <5
years after Td are now available. Two studies were conducted
with 387 persons aged 18 through 76 years who received a
Tdap or combined Tdap-inactivated polio vaccine (TdapIPV) vaccination either within 21 days, or <2 years following
a previous Td-containing vaccine (7,8). Tdap-IPV vaccine is
not licensed in the United States. In both studies, immediate
or short-term adverse events (e.g., 30 minutes to 2 weeks) after
receipt of Tdap or Tdap-IPV were examined. The majority
of these events were limited to local reactions, including pain
(68%–83%), erythema (20%–25%), and swelling (19%–38%)
(7,8). Serious adverse events related to the receipt of Tdap or
Tdap-IPV shortly after Td or Td-IPV vaccinations did not
occur. However, the number of subjects in these studies was
small and does not exclude the potential for rare, but serious,
adverse events.
Guidance for use. ACIP recommends that pertussis vaccination, when indicated, should not be delayed and that
Tdap should be administered regardless of interval since the
last tetanus or diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccine. ACIP
concluded that while longer intervals between Td and Tdap
vaccination could decrease the occurrence of local reactions, the
benefits of protection against pertussis outweigh the potential
risk for adverse events.

Adults Aged 65 Years and Older
Unpublished data from trials for Adacel (N = 1,170) and
Boostrix (N = 1,104) on the safety and immunogenicity of Tdap
in adults aged 65 years and older who received vaccine were
provided to ACIP by Sanofi Pasteur and GlaxoSmithKline.
MMWR / January 14, 2011 / Vol. 60 / No. 1
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Notes from the Field
Pertussis — California, January–June 2010
The number of pertussis cases reported to the
California Department of Public Health (CDPH)
has increased substantially during 2010. The increase
in cases was ﬁrst noted in late March among patients
admitted to a children’s hospital. During January 1–
June 30, 2010, a total of 1,337 cases were reported, a
418% increase from the 258 cases reported during the
same period in 2009. All cases either met the Council
of State and Territorial Epidemiologists deﬁnitions
for conﬁrmed or probable pertussis or had an acute
cough illness and Bordetella pertussis–speciﬁc nucleic
acid detected by polymerase chain reaction from
nasopharyngeal specimens (1).
During January–June in California, the incidence
of pertussis was 3.4 cases per 100,000 population.
County rates ranged from zero to 76.9 cases per
100,000 (median: 2.0 cases). By age group, incidence
was highest (38.5 cases per 100,000) among infants
aged <1 year; 89% of cases were among infants aged
<6 months, who are too young to be fully immunized. Incidence among children aged 7–9 years and
10–18 years was 10.1 cases and 9.3 cases per 100,000,
respectively.
Of 634 case reports with available data, 105
(16.6%) patients were hospitalized, of whom 66
(62.9%) were aged <3 months. Incidence among
Hispanic infants (49.8 cases per 100,000) was higher
than among other racial/ethnic populations. Five
deaths were reported, all in previously healthy Hispanic
infants aged <2 months at disease onset; none had
received any pertussis-containing vaccines.
The incidence of pertussis is cyclical, with peaks
occurring every 3–5 years in the United States (2). The
last peak was in 2005, when approximately 25,000
cases were reported nationally and approximately
3,000 cases in California, including eight deaths in
infants aged <3 months. If the rates from the ﬁrst half
of the year persist throughout 2010, California would
have its highest annual rate of pertussis reported since
1963 and the most cases reported since 1958.
CDPH is attempting to prevent transmission of
pertussis to vulnerable infants (3) by disseminating
educational materials and clinical guidance, raising
community awareness, and oﬀering free tetanus,
diphtheria, and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine to

birthing hospitals and local health departments to
support postpartum vaccination of mothers and close
contacts of newborns.
Reported by

K Winter, MPH, K Harriman, PhD, R Schechter, MD,
E Yamada, MD, J Talarico, DO, G Chavez, MD, California Dept of Public Health.
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Salmonella Newport Infections Associated
with Consumption of Unpasteurized
Milk — Utah, April–June 2010
On April 29, 2010, the Utah Department of
Health (UDOH) was notified of three cases of
Salmonella enterica serotype Newport infection. The
three patients recently had consumed unpasteurized
milk purchased from a store in northern Utah (store
A). In Utah, unpasteurized milk can be sold legally at
licensed dairies or by licensed dairies at dairy-owned
retail stores meeting speciﬁc requirements (1). A
central Utah dairy licensed to sell unpasteurized milk
(dairy A) owns and sells unpasteurized milk at store A
and a second northern Utah store (store B). By May 3,
2010, three additional patients with S. Newport infections had been reported; all recently had consumed
unpasteurized milk purchased from store A. UDOH
notiﬁed the Utah Department of Agriculture and
Food (UDAF) of the suspected association between
illness and unpasteurized milk consumption, and
UDAF suspended sales of unpasteurized milk at the
two stores on May 3, 2010.
During April 29–June 3, 2010, a total of 10
S. Newport cases were reported to UDOH; all 10
patients had consumed unpasteurized milk from
store A (seven patients) or store B (three patients).
The patients ranged in age from 2 to 56 years
(median: 21 years); six were female. One patient was
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9DFFLQHVDQG,PPXQL]DWLRQV
Vaccines and Preventable Diseases:

Clinical Questions and Answers

Does ACIP recommend varicella vaccination of health care providers (HCPs)?

$&,3ZLWKVXSSRUWE\WKH+RVSLWDO,QIHFWLRQ&RQWURO3UDFWLFHV$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH +,&3$& 
UHFRPPHQGVWKDWKHDOWKFDUHLQVWLWXWLRQVHQVXUHWKDWDOOKHDOWKFDUHSURYLGHUVKDYHHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\WR
YDULFHOOD)RUKHDOWKFDUHSURYLGHUVHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\LQFOXGHVDQ\RIWKHIROORZLQJ
'RFXPHQWDWLRQRIWZRGRVHVRIYDULFHOODYDFFLQH
%ORRGWHVWVVKRZLQJLPPXQLW\WRYDULFHOODRUODERUDWRU\FRQILUPDWLRQRISULRUGLVHDVHRU
5HFHLSWIURPDKHDOWKFDUHSURYLGHURID DGLDJQRVLVRIFKLFNHQSR[RUKHUSHV]RVWHU VKLQJOHV RUE
YHULILFDWLRQRIDKLVWRU\RIFKLFNHQSR[RUKHUSHV]RVWHU VKLQJOHV 
%LUWKEHIRUHLVQRWFRQVLGHUHGHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\IRU+&3VEHFDXVHRIWKHSRWHQWLDOIRUQRVRFRPLDO
WUDQVPLVVLRQRIYDULFHOODWRKLJKULVNSDWLHQWV
+HDOWKFDUHLQVWLWXWLRQVVKRXOGHVWDEOLVKSURWRFROVDQGUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVIRUVFUHHQLQJDQGYDFFLQDWLQJ+&3V
DQGIRUPDQDJHPHQWRI+&3VDIWHUH[SRVXUHLQWKHZRUNSODFH
Should HCPs be tested for varicella zoster virus (VZV) immunity prior to vaccination?

6HURORJLFVFUHHQLQJEHIRUHYDFFLQDWLRQRISHUVRQQHOZKRKDYHQHJDWLYHRUXQFHUWDLQKLVWRU\RIYDULFHOOD
GLVHDVHLVOLNHO\WREHFRVWHIIHFWLYH0RVWDGXOWV  ZKRGRQRWUHPHPEHUKDYLQJFKLFNHQSR[DFWXDOO\
KDYHSURWHFWLRQLQWKHLUEORRGZKHQWHVWHG,QVWLWXWLRQVPD\HOHFWWRWHVWDOO+&3VUHJDUGOHVVRIGLVHDVH
KLVWRU\EHFDXVHDVPDOOSURSRUWLRQRISHUVRQVZLWKDSRVLWLYHKLVWRU\RIGLVHDVHPLJKWEHVXVFHSWLEOH7KH
WHVWVPRVWZLGHO\XVHGWRGHWHFWYDULFHOOD,J*DQWLERG\DIWHUQDWXUDOYDULFHOODLQIHFWLRQDPRQJ+&3VDUHODWH[
DJJOXWLQDWLRQ /$ DQG(/,6$$OWKRXJKWKH/$WHVWLVJHQHUDOO\PRUHVHQVLWLYHWKDQFRPPHUFLDO(/,6$VD
UHFHQWUHSRUWLQGLFDWHGWKDWWKH/$WHVWFDQSURGXFHIDOVHSRVLWLYHUHVXOWVSDUWLFXODUO\ZKHQRQO\DVLQJOH
FRQFHQWUDWLRQRIVHUXPLVHYDOXDWHG7KHUHIRUHIRUWKHSXUSRVHRIVFUHHQLQJ+&3VIRUYDULFHOOD
VXVFHSWLELOLW\DOHVVVHQVLWLYHDQGPRUHVSHFLILFFRPPHUFLDO(/,6$VKRXOGEHFRQVLGHUHG
Should HCPs be tested after vaccination to ensure that they are immune?

7KH$&,3DQG+,&3$&GRQRWUHFRPPHQGURXWLQHWHVWLQJRI+&3VIRUYDULFHOODLPPXQLW\DIWHUWZRGRVHVRI
YDFFLQH$YDLODEOHFRPPHUFLDODVVD\VDUHQRWVHQVLWLYHHQRXJKWRGHWHFWDQWLERG\DIWHUYDFFLQDWLRQLQDOO
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LQVWDQFHV6HQVLWLYHWHVWVKDYHLQGLFDWHGWKDWRIDGXOWVGHYHORSDQWLERGLHVDIWHUWKHVHFRQGGRVH
+RZHYHUVHURFRQYHUVLRQGRHVQRWDOZD\VUHVXOWLQIXOOSURWHFWLRQDJDLQVWGLVHDVHDQGQRGDWDUHJDUGLQJ
FRUUHODWHVRISURWHFWLRQDUHDYDLODEOHIRUDGXOWV6HHDOVRHow should vaccinated HCPs be managed after
exposure to natural varicella? QDWXUDO 
 WRS
Are recently vaccinated HCPs at risk for transmitting vaccine virus to susceptible persons?

7KHULVNRIWUDQVPLVVLRQRIYDFFLQHYLUXVIURPSHUVRQVZKRGHYHORSDYDULFHOODOLNHUDVKDIWHUYDFFLQDWLRQLV
ORZDQGKDVEHHQGRFXPHQWHGRQO\DIWHUH[SRVXUHVLQKRXVHKROGVDQGORQJWHUPFDUHIDFLOLWLHV1RFDVHVKDYH
EHHQGRFXPHQWHGDIWHUYDFFLQDWLRQRI+&3V0RUHRYHUWKHEHQHILWVRIYDFFLQDWLQJ+&3VZKRGRQRWKDYH
HYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\RXWZHLJKWKLVH[WUHPHO\ORZSRWHQWLDOULVN$VDVDIHJXDUGSUHFDXWLRQVVKRXOGEH
WDNHQIRUSHUVRQQHOZKRGHYHORSUDVKDIWHUYDFFLQDWLRQ7KHVHLQGLYLGXDOVVKRXOGDYRLGFRQWDFWZLWKSHUVRQV
ZLWKRXWHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\ZKRDUHDWULVNIRUVHYHUHGLVHDVHDQGFRPSOLFDWLRQVXQWLODOOOHVLRQVUHVROYH
LHFUXVWHGRYHURUIDGHDZD\ RUQRQHZOHVLRQVDSSHDUZLWKLQDSHULRGRIKRXUV
How should vaccinated HCPs be managed after exposure to natural varicella?

([SRVHG+&3VZKRKDYHUHFHLYHGGRVHVRIYDFFLQHVKRXOGEHPRQLWRUHGGDLO\GXULQJGD\VDIWHU
H[SRVXUHWKURXJKWKHHPSOR\HHKHDOWKSURJUDPRUE\DQLQIHFWLRQFRQWUROQXUVHWRGHWHUPLQHFOLQLFDOVWDWXV
LHGDLO\VFUHHQLQJIRUIHYHUVNLQOHVLRQVDQGV\VWHPLFV\PSWRPV 7KH\VKRXOGDOVREHLQVWUXFWHGWRUHSRUW
DQ\V\PSWRPVDVWKH\RFFXUZLWKRXWGHOD\,IV\PSWRPDWLF+&3VVKRXOGEHSODFHGRQVLFNOHDYH
LPPHGLDWHO\([SRVHG+&3VZKRKDYHUHFHLYHGGRVHRIYDFFLQHDQGZKRDUHH[SRVHGWR9=9VKRXOG
UHFHLYHWKHVHFRQGGRVHRIYDFFLQHZLWKLQGD\VSRVWH[SRVXUHWRUDVK SURYLGHGZHHNVKDYHHODSVHG
DIWHUWKHILUVWGRVH $IWHUYDFFLQDWLRQPDQDJHPHQWLVVLPLODUWRWKDWRIGRVHYDFFLQHUHFLSLHQWVGHVFULEHG
DERYH
What is recommended for unvaccinated HCPs without evidence of immunity who are exposed to natural varicella?

8QYDFFLQDWHG+&3VZKRKDYHQRHYLGHQFHRILPPXQLW\DQGDUHH[SRVHGWRQDWXUDOYDULFHOODDUHSRWHQWLDOO\
LQIHFWLYHIURPGD\VDIWHUH[SRVXUHDQGVKRXOGEHIXUORXJKHGGXULQJWKLVSHULRG3RVWH[SRVXUH
YDFFLQDWLRQLVUHFRPPHQGHGZLWKLQGD\VRIH[SRVXUHWRUDVKVLQFHLWPD\DWWHQXDWHWKHGLVHDVH
VXEVWDQWLDOO\LILQIHFWLRQRFFXUUHG,IWKHH[SRVXUHGLGQRWFDXVHLQIHFWLRQYDFFLQDWLRQPRUHWKDQGD\VDIWHU
H[SRVXUHLVVWLOOLQGLFDWHGDVLWLQGXFHVSURWHFWLRQDJDLQVWVXEVHTXHQWLQIHFWLRQ
6HHDOVRVaccines & Immunizations: Healthcare Workers VSHFJUSVKFZKWP
 WRS
Return to main Varicella Vaccination page GHIDXOWKWP
7KLVV\PEROPHDQV\RXDUHOHDYLQJWKH&'&JRY:HEVLWH)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQSOHDVHVHH&'& VExit
Notification and Disclaimer KWWSZZZFGFJRY2WKHUGLVFODLPHUKWPO SROLF\
)LOH)RUPDWV$OOYLHZHUVSOD\HUVDQGSOXJLQVXVHGRQWKLVVLWHFDQEHGRZQORDGHGIURPWKHfile formats
page ZZZFGFJRYRWKHUSOXJLQV  )RUH[DPSOH$GREH$FUREDW5HDGHUIRUSGIILOHV:LQGRZV0HGLD
3OD\HUIRUDXGLRDQGYLGHRILOHV3RZHU3RLQW9LHZHUIRUSUHVHQWDWLRQVOLGHVHWF
7KLVSDJHODVWPRGLILHGRQ-XQH
&RQWHQWODVWUHYLHZHGRQ-XQH
21

&RQWHQW6RXUFH1DWLRQDO&HQWHUIRU,PPXQL]DWLRQDQG5HVSLUDWRU\'LVHDVHV
Page Located on the Web at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/varicella/vac-faqs-clinic-hcp.htm
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2011 - 2012 Maryland Healthcare Personnel Immunization Toolkit

Successful Campaigns for Vaccinating Healthcare Personnel

±

Prior to the start of influenza season, remind healthcare personnel of the
importance of vaccination and when the vaccine will be available.

±

Sponsor a kick-off event.

±

Offer vaccine free of charge to all staff and volunteers.

±

Educate employees via fact sheets, newsletters or bulletin board posting.
Advise employees about the benefits of vaccination for themselves, patients,
and co-workers.

±

Administer vaccine under a standing orders protocol. Request that staff
who decline vaccination sign a declination form that includes their reason
for not getting vaccinated.

±

Make vaccines available to all employees on all shifts.

±

Use mobile carts to offer vaccine in all different clinic areas, service
meetings, grand rounds, and or near cafeteria entrances.

±

In late November, identify employees not yet vaccinated and remind them
by email or telephone that the flu vaccine is available.

±

Work closely with the pharmacy department to get an ample supply of
vaccine for employees.

±

Encourage the facility director, service chiefs, and other managers to set an
example by getting vaccinated and encouraging their staff to get immunized.

±

Hold contests or drawings for those who have been vaccinated. Offer
winning individuals or departments lunch, days offs, electronics, or other
incentives.

Adapted from VA Influenza Vaccination Toolkit. United States Department of Veterans Affairs, September 2005.
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Mandatory Inﬂuenza Vaccination of Health Care
Workers: Translating Policy to Practice
Hilary M. Babcock,1 Nancy Gemeinhart,2 Marilyn Jones,2 W. Claiborne Dunagan,1,2 and Keith F. Woeltje1
1

Washington University School of Medicine and 2BJC HealthCare, St Louis, Missouri

(See the editorial commentary by Pavia, on pages 465–7.)

Inﬂuenza infection is associated with 36,000 excess
deaths and 1200,000 hospitalizations in the United
States annually [1, 2]. It is the leading cause of vaccinepreventable death in the United States every year [3].
The risk of complications associated with inﬂuenza is
higher among older persons, young children, and patients with underlying medical conditions [2, 4]. Infected people may shed virus before symptoms develop
[5–8], and health care workers often work while sick.
Outbreaks of inﬂuenza in hospitals have been well described [3, 4, 9–12].
Inﬂuenza vaccination of health care workers reduces
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employee illness and absenteeism [4, 13–15]. In nursing
home settings, vaccination of health care workers has
been shown to decrease morbidity and mortality among
nursing home residents [16–18]. The impact of vaccination of workers in acute care settings is more difﬁcult to study because of the short duration of most
hospitalizations. Other evidence for the importance of
herd immunity on inﬂuenza rates comes from a Japanese study in which the vaccination of school children
against inﬂuenza resulted in decreased mortality associated with pneumonia or inﬂuenza in the general population [19].
Annual inﬂuenza vaccination was ﬁrst recommended
for health care workers by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices in 1984 [3, 20, 21]. The Society
for Healthcare Epidemiology [22], the Association for
Professionals in Infection Control [11], and the Infectious Disease Society of America [23] also strongly endorse health care worker vaccination. The US National
Health objectives for 2010 include a health care worker
inﬂuenza vaccination rate of 60%. Recommended pracMandatory Inﬂuenza Vaccination • CID 2010:50 (15 February) • 459
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Background. Inﬂuenza vaccination of health care workers has been recommended since 1984. Multiple strategies to enhance vaccination rates have been suggested, but national rates have remained low.
Methods. BJC HealthCare is a large Midwestern health care organization with ∼26,000 employees. Because
organizational vaccination rates remained below target levels, inﬂuenza vaccination was made a condition of
employment for all employees in 2008. Medical or religious exemptions could be requested. Predetermined medical
contraindications include hypersensitivity to eggs, prior hypersensitivity reaction to inﬂuenza vaccine, and history
of Guillan-Barré syndrome. Medical exemption requests were reviewed by occupational health nurses and their
medical directors. Employees who were neither vaccinated nor exempted by 15 December 2008 were not scheduled
for work. Employees still not vaccinated or exempt by 15 January 2009 were terminated.
Results. Overall, 25,561 (98.4%) of 25,980 active employees were vaccinated. Ninety employees (0.3%) received
religious exemptions, and 321 (1.2%) received medical exemptions. Eight employees (0.03%) were not vaccinated
or exempted. Reasons for medical exemption included allergy to eggs (107 [33%]), prior allergic reaction or allergy
to other vaccine component (83 [26%]), history of Guillan-Barré syndrome (15 [5%]), and other (116 [36%]),
including 14 because of pregnancy. Many requests reﬂected misinformation about the vaccine.
Conclusions. A mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination campaign successfully increased vaccination rates. Fewer
employees sought medical or religious exemptions than had signed declination statements during the previous
year. A standardized medical exemption request form would simplify the request and review process for employees,
their physicians, and occupational health and will be used next year.

METHODS
Setting. BJC HealthCare is a large Midwestern health care
organization with ∼26,000 employees. Facilities include 11
acute care hospitals and 3 extended care facilities, as well as
day care centers, employed physician groups, occupational
medicine, home care, and behavioral health services. Hospitals
are located in urban, suburban, and rural settings and range
from 40 to 1250 beds. Of the acute care hospitals, 1 adult and
1 pediatric facility are teaching hospitals.
BJC Occupational Health Services coordinates and standardizes occupational health programs through the Council of
Occupational Health Professionals, which includes a representative from each facility. Bimonthly council meetings are designed for education, policy, and procedure standardization,
coordination of occupational health and safety surveillance, and
development of interventions throughout BJC. Each facility
uses the centralized BJC occupational health database for tracking employee vaccinations, immune status, and occupational
460 • CID 2010:50 (15 February) • Babcock et al
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injuries and exposures. The database includes demographic and
job information on all BJC employees.
2008 Inﬂuenza policy. In 2008, as a patient safety initiative,
inﬂuenza vaccination was made a condition of employment for
all BJC employees, regardless of job function, including clinical
and nonclinical staff, contracted clinical personnel, and volunteers. Hospital-employed physicians, including hospitalists,
residents, and fellows, were included in the policy. Most attending physicians afﬁliated with BJC HealthCare are in private
practice or are employed by Washington University School of
Medicine (St. Louis, MO) and are not covered by the policy.
The policy was communicated to employees through their
managers, with standardized educational materials and fact
sheets provided; an Intranet site; letters mailed to employees’
homes; articles in BJC Today, an in-house newspaper distributed at all facilities; and “Town Hall Meetings” scheduled
throughout the vaccination campaign with infectious diseases
physicians, infection prevention specialists, and occupational
health nurses available for questions or concerns. The CEO of
BJC published a letter in the BJC newspaper explaining the
rationale for the policy. The multidisciplinary implementation
team met regularly before and during the vaccination campaign
to ensure timely, consistent, and coordinated communication
and responses to any issues that arose.
Free vaccine, including thimerosal-free and intranasal preparations, was available at multiple locations at all facilities starting 15 October 2008. Vaccinations were tracked at each facility
in real time. Multiple methods of tracking vaccination were available to each facility, including badge scanners, consent forms
with carbon copies, a database into which managers could directly enter their vaccinated employees, and preprinted labels
with bar codes. All data were entered in real time or were downloaded regularly into the BJC occupational health database. Feedback was provided not less than weekly to managers at the facilities. Managers interacted with their staff to ascertain reasons
for noncompliance and to provide coaching about inﬂuenza, the
vaccine, and the consequences of noncompliance.
Employees who were neither vaccinated nor exempted by 15
December 2008 were suspended without pay. Those who were
vaccinated before 15 January 2009 could return to work. Employees still not vaccinated or exempt by 15 January 2009 were
terminated for failure to meet their conditions of employment.
Exemptions. Medical or religious exemptions could be requested. Religious accommodations required a letter from the
employee to Human Resources that stated a religious conviction opposed to vaccination. Employees were notiﬁed within
5 days whether their request had been granted.
Medical exemptions required a letter from a licensed physician (MD or DO) that stated a medical contraindication to
inﬂuenza vaccination. Predetermined accepted medical contraindications were based on the Advisory Committee on Im-

tices to improve vaccination rates include making the vaccine
available without charge to employees at multiple convenient
sites and times, using incentives and rewards, and having visible
leadership support [21, 24–27]. More recently, declination
statements have been suggested as a way to increase vaccination
rates. The impact of these statements is still being studied [28–
30]. Despite these efforts, vaccination rates among health care
workers remain low across the United States; the inﬂuenza
vaccination rate among US health care workers during 2006–
2007 was 44.4% [3].
Mandatory vaccination is a controversial strategy that pits
health care worker autonomy against patient safety [31–36].
Other vaccines, such as measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine
and varicella vaccine, are already required by many health care
facilities, as is annual tuberculin skin testing. Virginia Mason
Hospital (Seattle, WA) implemented a mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination program in 2004, and there have been media reports
of other individual hospitals instituting similar programs. There
are no reports in the literature of large multihospital systems
implementing a mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination policy.
Annual inﬂuenza campaigns at BJC HealthCare include free
vaccine available at multiple sites and times, extensive publicity,
incentives and educational programs, and more recently, declination statements. In 2007, inﬂuenza vaccination rates were
added to the BJC patient safety and quality scorecard used at
all hospitals in the organization. Hospital leaders receive incentives based on their hospital’s performance on scorecard
measures. Despite signiﬁcant efforts by occupational health and
infection prevention specialists, the vaccination rate among BJC
employees remained below the BJC goal of 80%. In 2008, BJC
HealthCare implemented a mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination
policy for all employees.

munization Practices recommendations [3]. These included hypersensitivity to eggs, prior hypersensitivity reaction to inﬂuenza vaccine, and history of Guillan-Barré syndrome. Pregnancy was accepted as a medical exemption if requested by the
employee’s physician, despite the vaccine being recommended
during pregnancy, because the vaccine is listed as a category C
agent. Occupational health nurses reviewed other reasons on a
case-by-case basis with assistance from their medical director
as needed. Employees received a form within 5 days that stated
whether their request had been granted. Denials included an
explanation of the reason for denial on the form. Second requests with clariﬁcations could be submitted for review. Some
physicians who had written exemption request letters were contacted directly by the facility occupational health medical director for clariﬁcation or at the request of the employee.
Granted medical exemptions could be permanent or temporary
(1 year only). Concerned employees not meeting criteria for
exemption could discuss their concerns with the occupational
health nurses or medical directors. Employees who were
granted an exemption were encouraged to wear an isolation
mask while providing patient care during the inﬂuenza season
to avoid contracting or transmitting inﬂuenza. No speciﬁc enforcement was put in place, and no data on compliance were
collected.

Table 1. Summary of Employee Vaccination Status

Vaccination status

No. (%)
of employees

Vaccinated
Religious exemption granted

25,561 (98.4)
90 (0.35)

Medical exemption granted
Egg allergy

321 (1.24)
107

Prior reaction and/or allergy to other component
History of Guillan-Barré syndrome
Other
Policy compliant (vaccinated or exempt)

83
15
116
25,972 (99.96)

Noncompliant (neither vaccinated or exempt)
Total employees

8 (0.03)
25,980

with other indications were granted permanent exemptions: 15
for a prior severe reaction to an inﬂuenza vaccine, 5 for a
neurologic condition, 3 for concerns of triggering a ﬂare of an
autoimmune disease, 2 for being vegan, 1 for multiple food
sensitivities, and 1 for concern for increased risk of rejection
of a transplanted organ.
Eight employees (0.03%) were not vaccinated or granted an
exemption, and their employment was terminated. Two employees worked with information systems in the corporate ofﬁces of BJC HealthCare. The other 6 noncompliant employees
were from 4 acute care hospitals: 1 laboratory technician, 1
patient care technician, 1 paramedic, 1 nurse, 1 sitter, and 1
physical therapist. The remaining hospitals and service organizations had no noncompliant employees. Two employees
were per diem employees, 3 were part-time, and 3 were fulltime employees. The median duration of employment before
termination was 37.5 months (range, 23– 134 months). Of these
employees, most did not submit an exemption request. One
employee submitted a request for a religious exemption 2 days
before termination, after being unable to obtain a doctor’s note
stating a medical contraindication; the request was denied.
Adverse events reported by employees were tracked in the
occupational health database. Twenty-one employees (0.08%)
reported a possible adverse reaction. Eleven reported a sore
arm. Five reported a possible allergic reaction, and 1 reported
a possible vagal response with fainting. Four events of uncertain
relation to the vaccine were also reported by employees, including 2 cases of fever and myalgias, 1 with upper respiratory
symptoms, and 1 case of a new neurologic syndrome diagnosed
as chronic inﬂammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy, which
could not be objectively linked to the inﬂuenza vaccine because
of several other potential antecedent triggers.

RESULTS
Of 25,980 active employees, 25,561 (98.4%) were vaccinated
(Table 1). Medical exemptions were granted to 321 employees
(1.24%). Religious accommodations were granted to 90 employees (0.35%). Overall, 25,974 employees (99.96%) were
compliant with the policy (vaccinated or exempt). Only 8 employees (0.03%) were terminated for noncompliance with the
policy. At the 2 teaching hospitals, there were 907 residents and
fellows in 127 graduate medical education programs. All of
these trainees complied with the new policy: 902 (99.45%) were
vaccinated, and 5 received exemptions (3 medical and 2 religious). Vaccination rates in 2008 increased by 43.4%, compared
with rates in 2006, and by 26.5%, compared with rates in 2007
(Figure 1).
Of 372 requested medical exemptions, 321 (86.3%) were
granted (188 permanent and 133 temporary). Reasons for medical exemption included allergy to eggs (107 [33% of exemptions; 0.4% of all employees]), prior allergic reaction or allergy
to other vaccine component (83 [26% of exemptions; 0.31%
of employees]), history of Guillan-Barré syndrome (15 [5% of
exemptions; 0.05% of employees]), and other (116 [36%]). The
majority (89 [77%]) of employees with other indications for a
medical exemption received a temporary exemption: 50 for a
prior vaccine reaction that was not further speciﬁed, 25 for
medical reasons not further speciﬁed by their physician, and
14 for pregnancy. The remaining 27 (23%) of 116 employees

DISCUSSION
The mandatory vaccination program successfully increased vaccination rates at a large multihospital health care organization.
Efforts during previous years included most recommended
Mandatory Inﬂuenza Vaccination • CID 2010:50 (15 February) • 461
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Figure 1. BJC HealthCare annual inﬂuenza vaccination rates (percentage of total employees). The National Health Interview Survey rates of inﬂuenza
vaccination among health care workers during 1997–2006 are shown with the trend line.
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exemptions than had signed declination statements in previous
years. Requests for religious exemptions were reviewed by Human Resources at each facility. The letter from the employee
had to state a sincere religious conviction opposed to vaccination.
Some requests were only submitted after medical exemption requests had been denied, and some requests stated opposition to
a mandatory policy, not to vaccination itself. These requests were
denied.
Severe egg allergy is a contraindication to receipt of the inﬂuenza vaccine [3]. Virginia Mason Hospital provides free, onsite egg allergy testing for employees seeking an exemption on
the basis of egg allergy. Our organization did not attempt to
verify reports of signiﬁcant egg allergy or allergy to other vaccine components. Egg allergy rates decrease with age, and reported rates in the medical literature range from 0% to 0.35%
[37–39]. Overall, 107 (0.4%) of all employees reported a signiﬁcant egg allergy.
Exemption requests often reﬂected misinformation about the
vaccine and about inﬂuenza among employees and among their
physicians. Several requests cited chemotherapy or an immunosuppressed state as reasons not to get the vaccine, even though
these groups are at high risk for complications from inﬂuenza
and are speciﬁcally recommended to be vaccinated. Several requests cited pregnancy, although the vaccine is recommended
during pregnancy [3, 40]. Other requests did not include enough
information to make a determination of the validity of the request. Some health care workers whose initial request for exemption was denied returned to their personal physician for a
more detailed note or requested that occupational health contact
their physician to discuss their request. Some community physicians felt beleaguered by these multiple contacts. A standardized
form listing accepted contraindications and their deﬁnitions, with

practices to maximize vaccination rates, including free, easily
available vaccine, incentives, and leadership support. Despite
these efforts, rates were still suboptimal (Figure 1). The mandatory program markedly increased vaccination rates across all
facilities. Key factors that supported the success of the program
included consistent communication emphasizing patient safety
and quality of care, coordinated campaigns, leadership support,
and medical director support to talk with any employee with
concerns about the vaccine, on request. The program was established as a patient safety initiative; thus, no prospective attempts were made to link to absenteeism. Because of the way
that employees are reimbursed for time off work, we were
unable to distinguish between sick time and vacation time and,
thus, could not assess the impact of the program on absenteeism. In addition, the year that the program was implemented
had a mild inﬂuenza season; therefore, ﬁnding reduced absenteeism would be difﬁcult to link to the vaccination program.
Few other organizations have established mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination programs. Virginia Mason Hospital implemented a mandatory program in 2004, with resulting vaccination rates of 198%. Several smaller hospitals were mentioned
in the media for attempting mandatory campaigns, but no
details have been published. To our knowledge, this is the ﬁrst
report of a large multihospital health care organization implementing a mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination program.
Some programs allow health care workers to sign declination
forms stating that they understand the risks of not receiving
the inﬂuenza vaccine to themselves, their patients, and their
families. Declination statements have recently been publicized
as a potentially valuable strategy for increasing vaccination rates
[11, 21, 22], but data on their efﬁcacy are mixed [28–30]. We
found that many fewer employees sought medical or religious

11. Dash GP, Fauerbach L, Pfeiffer J, et al. APIC position paper: Improving
health care worker inﬂuenza immunization rates. Am J Infect Control
2004; 32(3):123–125.
12. Stott DJ, Kerr G, Carman WF. Nosocomial transmission of inﬂuenza.
Occup Med (Lond) 2002; 52(5):249–253.
13. Saxen H, Virtanen M. Randomized, placebo-controlled double blind
study on the efﬁcacy of inﬂuenza immunization on absenteeism of
health care workers. Pediatr Infect Dis J 1999; 18(9):779–783.
14. Wilde JA, McMillan JA, Serwint J, Butta J, O’Riordan MA, Steinhoff
MC. Effectiveness of inﬂuenza vaccine in health care professionals: a
randomized trial. JAMA 1999; 281(10):908–913.
15. Bridges CB, Thompson WW, Meltzer MI, et al. Effectiveness and costbeneﬁt of inﬂuenza vaccination of healthy working adults: a randomized controlled trial. JAMA 2000; 284(13):1655–1663.
16. Hayward AC, Harling R, Wetten S, et al. Effectiveness of an inﬂuenza
vaccine programme for care home staff to prevent death, morbidity,
and health service use among residents: cluster randomised controlled
trial. BMJ 2006; 333(7581):1241.
17. Carman WF, Elder AG, Wallace LA, et al. Effects of inﬂuenza vaccination of health-care workers on mortality of elderly people in longterm care: a randomised controlled trial. Lancet 2000; 355(9198):93–97.
18. Thomas RE, Jefferson T, Demicheli V, Rivetti D. Inﬂuenza vaccination
for healthcare workers who work with the elderly. Cochrane Database
Syst Rev 2006; 3:CD005187.
19. Reichert TA, Sugaya N, Fedson DS, Glezen WP, Simonsen L, Tashiro
M. The Japanese experience with vaccinating schoolchildren against
inﬂuenza. N Engl J Med 2001; 344(12):889–896.
20. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Recommendation of the
Immunization Practices Advisory Committee (ACIP) Prevention and
Control of Inﬂuenza. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 1984; 33(19):
253–260.
21. Pearson ML, Bridges CB, Harper SA; Healthcare Infection Control
Practices Advisory Committee; Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices. Inﬂuenza vaccination of health-care personnel: recommendations of the Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee (HICPAC) and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). MMWR Recomm Rep 2006; 55(RR-2):1–16; erratum:
MMWR Recomm Rep 2006; 55:252.
22. Talbot TR, Bradley SE, Cosgrove SE, Ruef C, Siegel JD, Weber DJ.
Inﬂuenza vaccination of healthcare workers and vaccine allocation for
healthcare workers during vaccine shortages. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2005; 26(11):882–890.
23. Harper SA, Bradley JS, Englund JA, et al. Seasonal inﬂuenza in adults
and children–diagnosis, treatment, chemoprophylaxis, and institutional
outbreak management: clinical practice guidelines of the Infectious Diseases Society of America. Clin Infect Dis 2009; 48(8):1003–1032.
24. McArthur MA, Simor AE, Campbell B, McGeer A. Inﬂuenza vaccination in long-term-care facilities: structuring programs for success.
Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 1999; 20(7):499–503.
25. Bryant KA, Stover B, Cain L, Levine GL, Siegel J, Jarvis WR. Improving inﬂuenza immunization rates among healthcare workers caring
for high-risk pediatric patients. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2004;
25(11):912–917.
26. Harbarth S, Siegrist CA, Schira JC, Wunderli W, Pittet D. Inﬂuenza
immunization: improving compliance of healthcare workers. Infect
Control Hosp Epidemiol 1998; 19(5):337–342.
27. Lugo NR. Will carrots or sticks raise inﬂuenza immunization rates of
health care personnel? Am J Infect Control 2007; 35(1):1–6.
28. Bertin M, Scarpelli M, Proctor AW, et al. Novel use of the intranet to
document health care personnel participation in a mandatory inﬂuenza
vaccination reporting program. Am J Infect Control 2007; 35(1):33–37.
29. Ribner BS, Hall C, Steinberg JP, et al. Use of a mandatory declination
form in a program for inﬂuenza vaccination of healthcare workers.
Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol 2008; 29(4):302–308.
30. Polgreen PM, Septimus EJ, Parry MF, et al. Relationship of inﬂuenza
vaccination declination statements and inﬂuenza vaccination rates for

checkboxes and space for additional information and contact
information, would simplify the request and review process for
health care workers, their physicians, and occupational health
staff.
BJC HealthCare beneﬁtted from strong leadership support
for this initiative and a solid infrastructure for timely and consistent communication. The experience at our organization may
not be completely generalizable. Economic factors at the time
of the study may have limited the number of employees willing
to lose their jobs. Inﬂuenza vaccination rates increased in 2007
(Figure 1) and may have continued to increase even without
a mandatory vaccination policy, although we believe that such
a dramatic increase would have been unlikely. Not all physicians
afﬁliated with BJC HealthCare are employees of the organization and, thus, were not covered by the policy. All physicians
employed by the organization, however, including ∼900 residents and fellows, complied with the policy. In conclusion, a
mandatory inﬂuenza vaccination policy was successful in increasing vaccination rates at a large multihospital health care
organization with ∼26,000 employees.
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HOW DO YOU
MEASURE UP?
The Maryland Health Care Commission has published the results
of a survey assessing the 2010-11 healthcare personnel influenza
vaccination rates of Maryland hospitals.

Congratulations to the Five Hospitals With
the Highest HCP Vaccination Rates:


Holy Cross Hospital - 100%
Civista Medical Center - 100%
St. Mary’s Hospital - 100%
Fort Washington Hospital - 99.8%
James Lawrence Kernan Hospital - 98.8%

To access the results—
1. Go to: http://mhcc.maryland.gov/consumerinfo/hospitalguide/index.htm
2. Click on “Healthcare-Associated Infections” on the vertical menu on the left side.
3. Click on “Health Care Worker (HCW) Seasonal Influenza Vaccinations”
2011-12 Maryland Healthcare Personnel Immunization Initiative
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Policies and
Procedures
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Annotated Code of Maryland
Article – Health – General § 18-404 (2011)
Immunization against influenza virus and pneumococcal disease
(a) Definitions. -(1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.
(2) "Employee" means an individual employed full-time or part-time directly, through contract
with another entity, or as an independent contractor, by a related institution.
(3) "Related institution" has the meaning provided under § 19-301 of this article.
(4) "Medically contraindicated" means that a medical treatment is potentially detrimental to the
health of the individual intended to be treated.
(b) Immunizations generally; consent. -(1) Subject to subsection (e) of this section, each related institution in the State shall immunize
residents against the influenza virus and pneumococcal disease.
(2) Subject to subsection (e) of this section, each related institution in the State shall immunize
employees against the influenza virus.
(3) Before an immunization under this section is administered, the related institution shall
obtain written consent to administer the immunization from:
(i) The resident or employee receiving the immunization; or
(ii) The legal guardian of the resident receiving the immunization.
(c) Protocol. -- Each related institution shall conduct the immunizations required under
subsection (b) of this section:
(1) In accordance with the recommendations established by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Process of the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that are in
effect at the time the related institution conducts the immunizations; and
(2) By December 1 of each year that the immunization is required.
(d) New residents or employees. -- A related institution that accepts an individual as a new
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resident or accepts an individual as a new employee after December 1 but before April 1 shall:
(1) Determine the individual's status for immunization as required under subsection (b) of this
section; and
(2) If necessary, provide or arrange for an immunization as required under subsection (b) of
this section.
(e) Circumstances under which vaccine not required. -- A resident or employee is not required to
receive a vaccine under this section if:
(1) The vaccine is medically contraindicated for the resident or employee;
(2) The vaccine is against the resident's or employee's religious beliefs; or
(3) After being fully informed by the related institution of the health risks associated with not
receiving a vaccine, the resident or employee refuses the vaccine.
(f) Documentation. -(1) (i) Each related institution shall document the annual immunization against influenza virus
and immunization against pneumococcal disease received by each resident in the resident's
medical record.
(ii) Each related institution shall document the annual immunization against influenza virus
received by each employee in the employee's personnel file.
(2) If a resident or employee refuses to be immunized as required under subsection (b) of this
section, the related institution shall document the refusal and the reason for the refusal.
(g) Notification; educational and informational materials. -- Each related institution shall:
(1) Notify each prospective resident and each prospective employee of the immunization
requirements of this section and request that the resident or employee agree to be immunized in
accordance with subsection (b)(3) of this section; and
(2) Make available to all residents and employees of the related institution educational and
informational materials relating to immunization against influenza virus and immunization
against pneumococcal disease.
Source: www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
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TEMPLATE POLICY STATEMENT

[YOUR INSTITUTION’S NAME] Policy for Influenza Immunization of Health Care Workers
Influenza is a serious infection that causes an average of 36,000 deaths and 114,000
hospitalizations in the United States each year.1 Health care workers* are at high risk for
acquiring influenza infection because of their exposure to ill patients, as well as their exposure
in the community. Health care workers infected with influenza can spread the virus to patients
in their care.2-4 In fact, research suggests that health care workers can be a key source of
institutional outbreaks, contributing to increased morbidity and mortality among vulnerable
patients.1 Health care workers encounter patients throughout the influenza season in a variety
of settings, including medical practices, general hospitals, specialty hospitals, pediatric
hospitals,5,6 long-term care facilities,7 emergency departments,8 ambulatory care settings,
rehabilitation facilities and home-care sites.
Vaccination is the primary means of reducing transmission and preventing influenza infection,
yet immunization rates among health care workers remain low. Only 36 percent of workers who
have direct contact with patients are immunized annually, despite long-standing
recommendations issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the
Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) and other national
health care organizations.1,9,10
Greater emphasis needs to be placed on improving influenza immunization rates among health
care workers to help ensure patient safety and protection—especially for patients at increased
risk of influenza-related complications.7 Immunization also provides personal protection for
health care workers and minimizes workforce absenteeism during the influenza season.11
TRANSMISSION
Influenza is transmitted by direct and indirect contact and by droplet contact. There may be an
airborne component to transmission as well. Therefore, the virus is easily spread from person
to person via coughing, sneezing, and contact with contaminated items and surfaces. The virus
can spread rapidly, especially in classrooms, households, offices, and medical settings.
Individuals are generally infectious 1-4 days before the onset of symptoms; however, only
around 50% of infected persons will develop classical symptoms of influenza, making exclusion
of infected health care workers difficult.1,12 Moreover, individuals remain infectious five or more
days after symptoms appear. Studies show health care personnel are more likely than staff in
other areas to work through or return to work sooner during illness, thus increasing the
likelihood of transmitting the virus to patients.13
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INSTITUTIONAL INFLUENZA OUTBREAKS
Institutional influenza outbreaks can have serious implications for both the patient and health
care provider. These events can put patients at risk, result in or exacerbate existing staff
shortages, curtail admissions, and increase health care costs. An outbreak in a tertiary
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) in the year 2000 included 19 infants, one of whom died.
Only 15 percent of staff in the facility had been immunized against influenza. Although
investigators could not pinpoint the source of the outbreak, a health care worker was the
suspected source; since influenza-like-illness was not found in the mothers of these infants.14
A 2001 report documented an outbreak that included four influenza cases among patients in a
12-bed, single-room transplant unit. Three of the four affected patients had no visitors between
admission and influenza infection to account for the spread. Investigators concluded that health
care workers were the likely source of transmission.15
A very large outbreak in the early 1990s occurred in a nursing home in New York. Nineteen
percent of residents developed influenza. A total of 34 individuals developed pneumonia; 19
were hospitalized, and two died. In this facility, only 10 percent of health care workers were
immunized.16
While index cases are not always identifiable, health care workers can easily propagate an
outbreak as they move from patient to patient. It is also clear that unvaccinated health care
workers can be the index case for influenza in a facility, potentially posing a threat to high-risk
patients and other workers.
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OUTBREAKS
Influenza outbreaks are associated with substantial direct and indirect costs. An outbreak in an
internal medicine ward of a French hospital in 1999, in which 41 percent of patients and 23
percent of staff were infected, resulted in 14 days of staff sick leave and suspension of all
admissions to the ward, including eight that were previously scheduled. The total cost of the
outbreak in this small ward was estimated at $34,000 (U.S. dollars).17 Amantadine resistance
was documented in a small pediatric NICU outbreak. Oseltamivir, an expensive alternative
therapy, was used to halt the outbreak instead. In a bone marrow transplant unit, Oseltamivir
was also used in place of prophylactic amantadine during an outbreak because concomitant use
of immuno-suppressant therapy and amantadine has been shown to increase the incidence of
patient falls, which could have had dire consequences in these patients.18
Ensuring the health and safety of health care workers has additional implications for patient
safety and health care cost containment. Hiring replacement workers often means assuming
additional costs beyond those associated with salary. Studies show that using pool staff in
place of experienced unit staff increases the incidence of medical errors. On occasions when
staff members work a double shift, it has been shown that attention decreases after 12 hours of
work.19
ROLE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
Health care facilities have an important role to play in maximizing influenza vaccination rates
among health care workers. Every facility should develop and implement comprehensive
influenza vaccination programs for employees.8,9
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RECOMMENDATIONS
[NAME OF INSTITUTION] recommends the following measures be implemented to increase
influenza immunization rates among its health care workers and improve patient safety and
personal health.
x Health care workers should receive an annual influenza immunization to prevent
spread of the virus to vulnerable patients.
x Develop an influenza immunization program that is implemented annually, to
o Educate health care workers about the importance of influenza immunization
in health care settings and the low risk of adverse events associated with
immunization;20
o Increase vaccine demand among health care workers;
o Reduce barriers to immunization of health care workers by developing
programs that increase access to immunization and reduce the cost of the
vaccine;21 and
o Facilitate the influenza vaccination process, for example, through the use of
standing orders issued by the Occupational Health Program for influenza
vaccination of health care workers.
x Monitor annual immunization rates of employees and provide feedback through the
infection control and patient safety programs.
x Monitor and track influenza rates among health care workers and compare those
figures to this group’s immunization rates. Providing this information may stimulate
health care workers to seek vaccination.
x Work with public health officials to track community incidence of influenza, using data
from emergency rooms, physicians’ offices, and clinics. As the incidence increases,
infection control and hospital administration should work together to identify pending
admissions of potential influenza cases and to establish parameters for visitor
restrictions.
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Patient name: ______________________________

Vaccine Administration Record
for Adults

Birthdate: _________________________________
Chart number: ______________________________

Before administering any vaccines, give the patient copies of all pertinent Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) and make sure he/she understands
the risks and beneﬁts of the vaccine(s). Always provide or update the patient’s personal record card.

Vaccine

Type of Vaccine1

Date given
(mo/day/yr)

Funding
source Site3
(F,S,P)2

Vaccine Information
Statement (VIS)

Vaccine
Lot #

Mfr.

Date on VIS4

Date given4

Vaccinator5
(signature or
initials & title)

Tetanus,
Diphtheria, Pertussis
(e.g., Td, Tdap)
Give IM.6

Hepatitis A7
(e.g., HepA, HepA-HepB)
Give IM.6
Hepatitis B7
(e.g., HepB, HepA-HepB)
Give IM.6
Human papillomavirus
(HPV2, HPV4)
Give IM.6
Measles, Mumps,
Rubella
(MMR) Give SC.6
Varicella
(VAR) Give SC.6
Pneumococcal
polysaccharide (PPSV23)
Give SC or IM.6
Meningococcal
(e.g., MCV4, conjugate;
MPSV4, polysaccharide)
Give MCV4 IM.6
Give MPSV4 SC.6

See page 2 to record inﬂuenza, zoster, and other vaccines (e.g., travel vaccines).



   

   

1. Record the generic abbreviation (e.g., Tdap) or the trade name for each vaccine (see table at right).
2. Record the funding source of the vaccine given as either F (federal), S (state),
or P (private).
3. Record the site where vaccine was administered as either RA (right arm),
LA (left arm), RT (right thigh), LT (left thigh), or IN (intranasal).
4. Record the publication date of each VIS as well as the date the VIS is given
to the patient.
5. To meet the space constraints of this form and federal requirements for
documentation, a healthcare setting may want to keep a reference list of
vaccinators that includes their initials and titles.
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6. IM is the abbreviation for intramuscular; SC is the abbreviation for subcutaneous.
7. For combination vaccines, ﬁll in a row for each antigen in the combination.

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, March 2011.

For additional copies, visit www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2023.pdf • Item #P2023 (3/11)

This form was created by the Immunization Action Coalition • www.immunize.org • www.vaccineinformation.org
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(Page 2 of 2)

Vaccine Administration Record
for Adults

Patient name: ______________________________
Birthdate: _________________________________
Chart number: ______________________________

Before administering any vaccines, give the patient copies of all pertinent Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) and make sure he/she understands
the risks and beneﬁts of the vaccine(s). Always provide or update the patient’s personal record card.

Vaccine

Type of Vaccine1

Funding
Source Site3
(mo/day/yr)
(F,S,P)2

Date given

Vaccine Information
Statement (VIS)

Vaccine
Lot #

Mfr.

Date on VIS4

Date given4

Vaccinator5
(signature or
initials & title)

Inﬂuenza (e.g., TIV,
inactivated; LAIV, live
attenuated) Give TIV IM.6
Give LAIV IN.6

Zoster (ZOS) Give SC.6
Other

See page 1 to record Tdap/Td, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, HPV, MMR, varicella, pneumococcal, and meningococcal vaccines.



   

1. Record the generic abbreviation (e.g., Tdap) or the trade name for each vaccine (see table at right).
2. Record the funding source of the vaccine given as either F (federal), S (state),
or P (private).
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3. Record the site where vaccine was administered as either RA (right arm),
LA (left arm), RT (right thigh), LT (left thigh), IN (intranasal), or .
4. Record the publication date of each VIS as well as the date the VIS is given
to the patient.
5. To meet the space constraints of this form and federal requirements for
documentation, a healthcare setting may want to keep a reference list of
vaccinators that includes their initials and titles.
6. IM is the abbreviation for intramuscular; SC is the abbreviation for subcutaneous; IN is the abbreviation for intranasal.

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, March 2011.

For additional copies, visit www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2023.pdf • Item #P2023 (3/11)

This form was created by the Immunization Action Coalition • www.immunize.org • www.vaccineinformation.org
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(Page 1 of 2)

Patient name: Mohammed Sharik

Vaccine Administration Record
for Adults

Birthdate: 4/14/1981
Chart number: ______________________________

Before administering any vaccines, give the patient copies of all pertinent Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) and make sure he/she understands
the risks and beneﬁts of the vaccine(s). Always provide or update the patient’s personal record card.

Vaccine

Type of Vaccine1

Tetanus,
Diphtheria, Pertussis
(e.g., Td, Tdap)
Give IM.6

Hepatitis A7
(e.g., HepA, HepA-HepB)
Give IM.6
Hepatitis B7
(e.g., HepB, HepA-HepB)
Give IM.6

Date given
(mo/day/yr)

Funding
source Site3
(F,S,P)2

Mfr.

Date on VIS4

Date given4

(signature or
initials & title)

8/01/02
9/1/2002
3/1/2003
6/14/2010

P
P
P
P

LA
LA
LA
LA

U0376AA
U0376AA
U0376AA
AC52B030AA

AVP
AVP
AVP
GSK

6/10/94
6/10/94
6/10/94
11/18/2008

8/1/2002
9/1/2002
3/1/2003
6/14/2010

JTA
PWS
TAA
JTA

HepA-HepB
HepA-HepB
HepA-HepB
HepA-HepB
HepA-HepB
HepA-HepB

8/1/2002
9/1/2002
3/1/2003
8/1/2002
9/1/2002
3/1/2003

P
P
P
P
P
P

RA
RA
RA
RA
RA
RA

HAB239A4
HAB239A4
HAB239A4
HAB239A4
HAB239A4
HAB239A4

GSK
GSK
GSK
GSK
GSK
GSK

8/25/1998
8/25/1998
8/25/1998
7/11/2001
7/11/2001
7/11/2001

8/1/2002
9/1/2002
3/1/2003
8/1/2002
9/1/2002
3/1/2003

JTA
PWS
TAA
JTA
PWS
TAA

6/13/2002
6/13/2002
12/16/1998
12/16/1998

1 shot, 2 different VIS dates
MMR
MMR
VAR
VAR

8/1/2002
11/1/2002
8/1/2002
11/1/2002

P
P
P
P

RA
RA
LA
RA

0025L
0025L
0799M
0689M

MRK
MRK
MRK
MRK

8/1/2002
11/1/2002
8/1/2002
11/1/2002

JTA
TAA
JTA
TAA

Menveo

7/12/2010

P

RA

28011

NOV 1/28/2008 7/12/2010

JTA

Pneumococcal
polysaccharide (PPSV23)
Give SC or IM.6
Meningococcal
(e.g., MCV4, conjugate;
MPSV4, polysaccharide)
Give MCV4 IM.6
Give MPSV4 SC.6

Lot #

Vaccinator5

Td
Td
Td
Tdap

Human papillomavirus
(HPV2, HPV4)
Give IM.6
Measles, Mumps,
Rubella
(MMR) Give SC.6
Varicella
(VAR) Give SC.6

Vaccine Information
Statement (VIS)

Vaccine







See page 2 to record inﬂuenza, zoster, and other vaccines (e.g., travel vaccines).



   

   

1. Record the generic abbreviation (e.g., Tdap) or the trade name for each vaccine (see table at right).
2. Record the funding source of the vaccine given as either F (federal), S (state),
or P (private).
3. Record the site where vaccine was administered as either RA (right arm),
LA (left arm), RT (right thigh), LT (left thigh), or IN (intranasal).
4. Record the publication date of each VIS as well as the date the VIS is given
to the patient.
5. To meet the space constraints of this form and federal requirements for
documentation, a healthcare setting may want to keep a reference list of
vaccinators that includes their initials and titles.
6. IM is the abbreviation for intramuscular; SC is the abbreviation for subcutaneous.
7. For combination vaccines, ﬁll in a row for each antigen in the combination.

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, March 2011.
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This is a record for a 29-year-old healthcare worker who is
planning to travel to Saudi Arabia for the annual Hajj.
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(Page 2 of 2)

Patient name: Mohammed Sharik

Vaccine Administration Record
for Adults

Birthdate: 4/14/1981
Chart number:

Before administering any vaccines, give the patient copies of all pertinent Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) and make sure he/she understands
the risks and beneﬁts of the vaccine(s). Always provide or update the patient’s personal record card.

Vaccine

Type of Vaccine1

Inﬂuenza (e.g., TIV,
inactivated; LAIV, live
attenuated) Give TIV IM.6
Give LAIV IN.6

TIV
TIV
Fluzone
TIV
Fluvirin
Flumist
Aﬂuria
Flulaval
H1N1

Includes space to record vaccines
given for international travel.
Zoster (ZOS) Give SC.6
Other

Oral typhoid

Funding
Source Site3
(mo/day/yr)
(F,S,P)2

11/1/2002
10/10/2003
10/8/2004
11/12/2005
10/9/2006
11/15/2007
10/12/2008
10/2/2009
12/7/2009

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
F

RA
LA
RA
LA
LA
IN
RA
LA
RA

Vaccine Information
Statement (VIS)

Vaccine

Date given

Lot #

U088211
U091145
U100461
U2169MA
878771P
500337P
06949111A
2F600411
1009224P

Mfr.

Date on VIS4

Date given4

AVP
AVP
AVP
SPI
NOV
MED
CSL
GSK
NOV

6/26/2002
5/6/2003
5/24/2004
7/18/2005
6/30/2006
7/16/2007
7/24/2008
8/11/2009
10/2/2009

11/1/2002
10/10/2003
10/8/2004
11/12/2005
10/9/2006
11/15/2007
10/12/2008
10/2/2009
12/7/2009

Vaccinator5
(signature or
initials & title)

PWS
DLW
TAA
JTA
KKC
DCP
JTA
DCP
DLW






7/12/2010 x 4

P

po

TXE355

BER

5/19/2004 7/12/2010

MAT

See page 1 to record Tdap/Td, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, HPV, MMR, varicella, pneumococcal, and meningococcal vaccines.



   

   

1. Record the generic abbreviation (e.g., Tdap) or the trade name for each vaccine (see table at right).
2. Record the funding source of the vaccine given as either F (federal), S (state),
or P (private).
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3. Record the site where vaccine was administered as either RA (right arm),
LA (left arm), RT (right thigh), LT (left thigh), or IN (intranasal).
4. Record the publication date of each VIS as well as the date the VIS is given
to the patient.
5. To meet the space constraints of this form and federal requirements for
documentation, a healthcare setting may want to keep a reference list of
vaccinators that includes their initials and titles.
6. IM is the abbreviation for intramuscular; SC is the abbreviation for subcutaneous; IN is the abbreviation for intranasal.

Technical content reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, March 2011.

This is a record for a 29-year-old healthcare worker who is
planning to travel to Saudi Arabia for the annual Hajj.

For additional copies, visit www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2023.pdf • Item #P2023 (3/11)
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Facts About Seasonal Influenza for Adults
What is influenza?
Seasonal influenza (flu) is a contagious viral infection of the nose, throat and lungs that usually occurs in the fall
and winter months and can cause severe illness. In the Northern Hemisphere, influenza activity generally occurs
during December – March, but activity can occur as early as October and as late as May occasionally, but
usually in limited areas. Influenza is thought to be spread from person to person, primarily when an infected
person coughs or sneezes. Influenza may lead to hospitalization or even death, especially among the elderly. On
average, each year between 5 percent and 20 percent of the population contract influenza, more than 200,000 are
hospitalized, and 36,000 die from seasonal influenza-related complications annually.
This flu season could be worse. There is a new and very different flu virus spreading worldwide among people
called novel H1N1 flu. This virus may cause more illness or more severe illness than usual. Vaccines are the
best tool we have to prevent influenza; however, the seasonal flu vaccine is unlikely to provide protection
against novel H1N1 influenza. However a novel H1N1 vaccine is currently in production and may be ready
for the public in the fall. The novel H1N1 vaccine is not intended to replace the seasonal flu vaccine – it is
intended to be used along-side seasonal flu vaccine.

Symptoms

Prevention

Typical seasonal influenza illness is characterized by the abrupt onset
of fever, chills, cough, headache, runny nose, sore throat, and muscle
and joint pain. Unlike other common respiratory infections that are
often called “the flu,” influenza can cause more severe illness that can
result in complications leading to hospitalization and death. However,
persons with mild symptoms such as cough and mild fever can also
have an infection with influenza virus, and symptoms can be similar
to those caused by other respiratory viruses. Persons with mild
symptoms can still transmit influenza virus to others, including to
persons at risk for more severe influenza virus infections.

Getting a seasonal flu vaccine is the best way to
prevent influenza. The time to vaccinate is as soon as
vaccine is available and throughout the influenza
season. Because the flu vaccine is updated every year
to keep up with changes in circulating flu viruses and
because immunity to influenza viruses declines within
a year after vaccination, it is important to get
vaccinated against influenza every year.

Who should get seasonal influenza vaccine?
Summary of seasonal influenza vaccination recommendations for adults
Annual vaccination against seasonal influenza is recommended for any adult who wants to reduce the risk for
becoming ill with influenza or of transmitting it to others. Vaccination also is recommended for all adults in the
following groups, because these persons are either at high risk for influenza complications, or are close contacts
of persons at high risk:
• Persons 50 years of age or older;
• Women who will be pregnant during the influenza season;
• Persons who have chronic pulmonary (including asthma), cardiovascular (except hypertension), renal,
hepatic, hematological or metabolic disorders (including diabetes mellitus);
• Persons who have immunosuppression (including immunosuppression caused by medications or by human
immunodeficiency virus);
• Persons who have any condition (e.g., cognitivie dysfunction, spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders, or
other neuromuscular disorders) that can compromise respiratory function or the handling of respiratory
secretions or that can increase the risk for aspiration;
• Residents of nursing homes and other chronic-care facilities;
• Health care personnel;
• Household contacts and caregivers of children younger than 5 years of age and adults 50 years of age and
older, with particular emphasis on vaccinating contacts of children younger than 6 months of age; and,
• Household contacts and caregivers of persons with medical conditions that put them at high risk for severe
complications from influenza.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003 Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Seasonal Influenza for Adults
Summary of seasonal influenza vaccination recommendations for children and adolescents aged 6 months
– 18 years
Vaccination of all children aged 6 months – 18 years is recommended for the 2009-10 influenza season.
Children and adolescents at high risk for influenza complications should continue to be a focus of vaccination
efforts as providers and programs transition to routinely vaccinating all children and adolescents.
Children and adolescents at higher risk for influenza complications are those:
• Aged 6 months up to their 5th birthday
• Who have chronic pulmonary (including asthma), cardiovascular (except hypertension), renal, hepatic,
hematological or metabolic disorders (including diabetes mellitus);
• Who are immunosuppressed (including immunosuppression caused by medications or by human
immunodeficiency virus)
• Who have any condition (e.g., cognitive dysfunction, spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders, or other
neuromuscular disorders) that can compromise respiratory function or the handling of respiratory secretions
or that can increase the risk for aspiration;
• Who are receiving long-term aspirin therapy, who therefore, might be at risk for experiencing Reye
syndrome after influenza virus infection;
• Who are residents of chronic-care facilities; and,
• Who will be pregnant during the influenza season.
Children and adolescents who are household contacts of any of the high risk groups above are also
recommended for annual vaccination.
Note: Children younger than 6 months of age are the pediatric group at highest risk of seasonal influenza
complications, yet they are too young to receive the influenza vaccine. The best way to protect these children is
to vaccinate their close contacts, including siblings and out of home care givers, against seasonal influenza.

Vaccine Safety
Two different types of seasonal influenza vaccine are available.
Injected vaccine
The injected influenza vaccine can be given to persons 6 months of age and older. It is usually given as a shot in the upper
arm or in the thigh. There may be some mild soreness, redness or swelling at the injection site which may last 1 to 2 days.
Other possible mild side effects include a headache and low-grade fever for a day after vaccination.
Intranasal vaccine
The intranasal vaccine can be given to healthy persons 2 to 49 years of age, but should not be given to persons with chronic
medical conditions. In addition, it should not be given to pregnant women or to persons who are in close contact with
severely immune-suppressed persons. There may be a runny nose, headache, low-grade fever, sore throat, fatigue or cough
after vaccination

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003 Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Seasonal Influenza for Adults
Two different types of seasonal influenza vaccine are available: injectable inactivated influenza
vaccine (TIV) and live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) administered as a nasal spray. TIV is
recommended for use by people 6 months of age of age and older with or without chronic medical
conditions. LAIV is recommended for healthy people 2 to 49 years of age. Recommendations for the
use of both vaccines are posted on the Web site of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/ACIP-list.htm.

FACT:

Influenza can be prevented with safe, effective vaccines.

FACT:

To protect infants younger than 6 months of age from influenza and its complications,
adults, other household members, and out-of-home caregivers of these children should
be vaccinated.

FACT:

Each year, on average, 36,000 people in the United States die from seasonal influenza
complications, including an average of about 100 deaths each year in children younger
than 5 years of age. Greater than 90% of deaths occur in persons 65 years of age and
older.

FACT:

During the 1990’s, an average of more than 200,000 people were hospitalized each year
for influenza-related complications.

FACT:

Total direct hospitalization costs of a severe influenza epidemic are estimated to be over
$3 billion.

FACT:

Inactivated seasonal influenza vaccine is paid for by Medicare Part B.

FACT:

Because influenza viruses can change from year to year and because protection from the
vaccine does not last more than one year, annual influenza vaccination is necessary.

FACT:

Influenza vaccine does not protect against respiratory infections caused by viruses other
than influenza. Many respiratory illnesses are often called “the flu”, but only some of
these illnesses are actually caused by the influenza virus.

FACT:

Influenza can worsen chronic heart disease, lung disease and diabetes, and can lead to
bacterial or viral pneumonia.

FACT:

In most influenza seasons, 5-20% of the U.S. population will be infected with seasonal
influenza virus. These infections typically cause the infected person to miss work or
school, or be ill while on vacation.

FACT:

Anyone who wants to avoid becoming ill with influenza or transmitting it to others
should get vaccinated.

FACT:

Most persons who are recommended for vaccination do not get vaccinated.
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003 Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Fluzone® Intradermal (Influenza Virus Vaccine)
Facts at a Glance
About Fluzone Intradermal Vaccine
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine is the first influenza vaccine licensed in the United States that uses a new
1
microinjection system for intradermal delivery of vaccine.
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine is indicated for active immunization of persons 18 through 64 years of age
1
against influenza disease caused by influenza virus subtypes A and type B contained in the vaccine.
The microinjection system uses an ultra-thin needle of 0.06 inches (1.5 mm) in length, or less than one1
tenth the length of the standard needles used for the traditional intramuscular route of administration.
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine is supplied as a single-dose, preservative-free, prefilled syringe.

1

Sanofi Pasteur already has licensed a microinjection system influenza vaccine marketed as
®
Intanza or ID flu in more than 40 countries including Australia, Canada, and countries in
1
Europe.

About Intradermal Microinjection
Intradermal vaccination delivers the vaccine into the dermal layer of the skin. The dermal layer contains a
high concentration of specialized cells, known as dendritic cells, which play a key role in generating an
1
immune response.
Fluzone vaccine contains 15 mcg of hemagglutinin per strain of influenza in a 0.5 mL dose. Fluzone
Intradermal vaccine contains 9 mcg of hemagglutinin per strain of influenza in a 0.1 mL dose.

Fluzone Intradermal Vaccine Availability
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine will be available to health-care providers this fall for immunizations
1
administered during the upcoming 2011-2012 influenza season.
®
1
Visit VaccineShoppe.com for more information on ordering Fluzone Intradermal vaccine.

About Fluzone Intradermal Vaccine Clinical Trials
The safety and immunogenicity of Fluzone Intradermal vaccine in comparison to Fluzone vaccine has
been evaluated in clinical trials featuring 4,276 adults 18 years through 64 years of age (2,855
participants received Fluzone Intradermal vaccine and 1,421 participants received Fluzone vaccine via
1
intramuscular administration).
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine was shown in adults 18 through 64 years of age to provide an immune
response similar (non inferior) to Fluzone vaccine administered via the intramuscular route.
Hemagglutination inhibition antibody geometric mean titers (GMTs) were non-inferior to those following
Fluzone for all three strains. Seroconversion rates following Fluzone Intradermal were non-inferior to
those following Fluzone for both A strains but not for strain B.
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine is safe, with a comparable systemic reaction profile to the intramuscular
vaccine. Intradermal microinjection deposits influenza vaccine near the surface of the skin; therefore,
local reactions are more easily visible. In clinical trials, the most common solicited injection-site reactions
reported in participants given the intradermal vaccine were erythema (redness) (>75%), swelling (>50%),
induration (hardness) (>50%), pain (>50%), and pruritus (itching) (>40%). Injection-site and systemic
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reactions with intradermal administration were transient, resolving in three to seven days without
sequelae. The injection-site reactions were more frequent with participants given the intradermal vaccine
1
compared to the intramuscular vaccine, with the exception of pain, which was similar.

Important Safety Information
The most common local and systemic adverse reactions to Fluzone Intradermal vaccine include erythema
(redness), induration (hardness), swelling, pain, and pruritus (itching) at the vaccination site; headache,
myalgia (muscle ache), and malaise. Other adverse reactions may occur. Fluzone Intradermal vaccine
should not be administered to anyone with a severe allergic reaction (e.g. anaphylaxis) to any component
of the vaccine, including egg protein, or to a previous dose of any influenza vaccine. The decision to give
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine should be based on the potential benefits and risks, especially if GuillainBarré syndrome has occurred within 6 weeks of receipt of a prior influenza vaccine. Vaccination with
Fluzone Intradermal vaccine may not protect all individuals.
Before administering Fluzone Intradermal vaccine or Fluzone vaccine, please see full
Prescribing Information available at www.sanofipasteur.us or www.vaccineshoppe.com.

About Influenza
Influenza is a serious respiratory illness that is easily spread and can lead to severe complications, even
3,4
death.
Each year in the U.S., 5 to 20 percent of the population gets the flu and an average of 226,000 people are
5
hospitalized from flu-related complications.
Depending on virus severity during the influenza season, deaths can range from 3,000 to a high of about
5
49,000 people.
⎯ Combined with pneumonia, influenza is the nation’s eighth leading cause of death.6
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1. Fluzone Intradermal vaccine [Prescribing Information]. Swiftwater, PA: Sanofi Pasteur Inc.; 2011.
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vaccines: recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2009. MMWR.
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Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and many other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis
Hojas de Informacián Sobre Vacunas están disponibles en español y en muchos otros idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

1

3

Why get vaccinated?

Inﬂuenza (“ﬂu”) is a contagious disease.

LAIV is recommended for healthy people 2 through 49 years
of age, who are not pregnant and do not have certain health
conditions (see #4, below).

It is caused by the inﬂuenza virus, which can be spread by
coughing, sneezing, or nasal secretions.
Anyone can get inﬂuenza, but rates of infection are highest
among children. For most people, symptoms last only a few
days. They include:
• fever/chills
• cough

• sore throat
• headache

Who can receive LAIV?

4

Some people should not receive
LAIV

LAIV is not recommended for everyone. The following
people should get the inactivated vaccine (ﬂu shot) instead:

• muscle aches • fatigue
• runny or stuffy nose

• Adults 50 years of age and older or children from 6
through 23 months of age. (Children younger than 6
months should not get either inﬂuenza vaccine.)

Other illnesses can have the same symptoms and are often
mistaken for inﬂuenza.
Young children, people 65 and older, pregnant women, and
people with certain health conditions – such as heart, lung
or kidney disease, or a weakened immune system – can get
much sicker. Flu can cause high fever and pneumonia, and
make existing medical conditions worse. It can cause diarrhea
and seizures in children. Each year thousands of people die
from inﬂuenza and even more require hospitalization.

• Children younger than 5 years with asthma or one or more
episodes of wheezing within the past year.

By getting ﬂu vaccine you can protect yourself from
inﬂuenza and may also avoid spreading inﬂuenza to others.

• Anyone with certain muscle or nerve disorders (such
as seizure disorders or cerebral palsy) that can lead to
breathing or swallowing problems.

2

• Pregnant women.
• People who have long-term health problems with:
- heart disease
- kidney or liver disease
- lung disease
- metabolic disease, such as diabetes
- asthma
- anemia, and other blood disorders

Live, attenuated inﬂuenza
vaccine - LAIV (nasal spray)

• Anyone with a weakened immune system.
• Anyone in close contact with someone whose immune
system is so weak they require care in a protected
environment (such as a bone marrow transplant unit). Close
contacts of other people with a weakened immune system
(such as those with HIV) may receive LAIV. Healthcare
personnel in neonatal intensive care units or oncology
clinics may receive LAIV.

There are two types of inﬂuenza vaccine:
1. Live, attenuated inﬂuenza vaccine (LAIV) contains live
but attenuated (weakened) inﬂuenza virus. It is sprayed into
the nostrils.
2. Inactivated (killed) inﬂuenza vaccine, the “ﬂu shot,” is
given by injection with a needle. This vaccine is described
in a separate Vaccine Information Statement.

• Children or adolescents on long-term aspirin treatment.
Tell your doctor if you have any severe (life-threatening)
allergies, including a severe allergy to eggs. A severe allergy
to any vaccine component may be a reason not to get the
vaccine. Allergic reactions to inﬂuenza vaccine are rare.

Inﬂuenza viruses are always changing, so annual vaccination
is recommended. Each year scientists try to match the viruses
in the vaccine to those most likely to cause ﬂu that year. Flu
vaccine will not prevent disease from other viruses, including
ﬂu viruses not contained in the vaccine.

Tell your doctor if you ever had a severe reaction after a dose
of inﬂuenza vaccine.

It takes up to 2 weeks for protection to develop after the
vaccination. Protection lasts about a year.

Tell your doctor if you ever had Guillain-Barré Syndrome (a
severe paralytic illness, also called GBS). Your doctor will
help you decide whether the vaccine is recommended for you.

LAIV does not contain thimerosal or other preservatives.
50

it. Millions of doses of LAIV have been distributed since it
was licensed, and the vaccine has not been associated with
any serious problems.

Tell your doctor if you have gotten any other vaccines in the
past 4 weeks.
Anyone with a nasal condition serious enough to make
breathing difﬁcult, such as a very stuffy nose, should get the
ﬂu shot instead.

The safety of vaccines is always being monitored. For more
information, visit:
www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Vaccine_Monitoring/Index.html
and
www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Activities/Activities_Index.html

People who are moderately or severely ill should usually
wait until they recover before getting ﬂu vaccine. If you
are ill, talk to your doctor about whether to reschedule the
vaccination. People with a mild illness can usually get the
vaccine.

5

7

When should I receive
inﬂuenza vaccine?

What should I look for?
Any unusual condition, such as a high fever or behavior
changes. Signs of a severe allergic reaction can include
difﬁculty breathing, hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness,
weakness, a fast heart beat or dizziness.

Get the vaccine as soon as it is available. This should provide
protection if the ﬂu season comes early. You can get the
vaccine as long as illness is occurring in your community.
Inﬂuenza can occur any time, but most inﬂuenza occurs from
October through May. In recent seasons, most infections
have occurred in January and February. Getting vaccinated in
December, or even later, will still be beneﬁcial in most years.

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right away.
• Tell the doctor what happened, the date and time it
happened, and when the vaccination was given.

Adults and older children need one dose of inﬂuenza vaccine
each year. But some children younger than 9 years of age
need two doses to be protected. Ask your doctor.

• Ask your doctor to report the reaction by ﬁling a Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) form. Or you
can ﬁle this report through the VAERS website at
www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling 1-800-822-7967.

Inﬂuenza vaccine may be given at the same time as other
vaccines.

6

What if there is a severe
reaction?

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

What are the risks from LAIV?

8

A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly cause serious
problems, such as severe allergic reactions. The risk of a
vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is extremely small.

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP)
was created in 1986.
Persons who believe they may have been injured by a vaccine
can learn about the program and about ﬁling a claim by
calling 1-800-338-2382, or visiting the VICP website at
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Live inﬂuenza vaccine viruses very rarely spread from person
to person. Even if they do, they are not likely to cause illness.
LAIV is made from weakened virus and does not cause
inﬂuenza. The vaccine can cause mild symptoms in people
who get it (see below).

9

Mild problems:
Some children and adolescents 2-17 years of age have
reported:
• runny nose, nasal congestion or cough • fever
• headache and muscle aches
• wheezing
• abdominal pain or occasional vomiting or diarrhea

How can I learn more?

• Ask your doctor. They can give you the vaccine package
insert or suggest other sources of information.
• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/ﬂu

Some adults 18-49 years of age have reported:
• runny nose or nasal congestion
• sore throat
• cough, chills, tiredness/weakness
• headache
Severe problems:
• Life-threatening allergic reactions from vaccines are very
rare. If they do occur, it is usually within a few minutes to a
few hours after the vaccination.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
Live, Attenuated Inﬂuenza Vaccine (7/26/11) U.S.C. §300aa-26

• If rare reactions occur with any product, they may not be
identiﬁed until thousands, or millions, of people have used
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Some inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine contains a preservative
called thimerosal. Thimerosal-free inﬂuenza vaccine is
available. Ask your doctor for more information.

Why get vaccinated?

Inﬂuenza (“ﬂu”) is a contagious disease.
It is caused by the inﬂuenza virus, which can be spread by
coughing, sneezing, or nasal secretions.

3

Anyone can get inﬂuenza, but rates of infection are highest
among children. For most people, symptoms last only a
few days. They include:
• fever/chills
• sore throat
• muscle aches • fatigue
• cough
• headache
• runny or stuffy nose

WHO
All people 6 months of age and older should get ﬂu
vaccine.
Vaccination is especially important for people at higher
risk of severe inﬂuenza and their close contacts,
including healthcare personnel and close contacts of
children younger than 6 months.

Other illnesses can have the same symptoms and are often
mistaken for inﬂuenza.
Young children, people 65 and older, pregnant women, and
people with certain health conditions – such as heart, lung
or kidney disease, or a weakened immune system – can get
much sicker. Flu can cause high fever and pneumonia, and
make existing medical conditions worse. It can cause diarrhea
and seizures in children. Each year thousands of people die
from inﬂuenza and even more require hospitalization.

WHEN
Get the vaccine as soon as it is available. This should
provide protection if the ﬂu season comes early. You can
get the vaccine as long as illness is occurring in your
community.
Inﬂuenza can occur at any time, but most inﬂuenza occurs
from October through May. In recent seasons, most
infections have occurred in January and February. Getting
vaccinated in December, or even later, will still be
beneﬁcial in most years.

By getting ﬂu vaccine you can protect yourself from
inﬂuenza and may also avoid spreading inﬂuenza to others.

2

Who should get inactivated
inﬂuenza vaccine and when?

Inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine

There are two types of inﬂuenza vaccine:

Adults and older children need one dose of inﬂuenza
vaccine each year. But some children younger than 9 years
of age need two doses to be protected. Ask your doctor.

1. Inactivated (killed) vaccine, the “ﬂu shot,” is given by
injection with a needle.
2. Live, attenuated (weakened) inﬂuenza vaccine is
sprayed into the nostrils. This vaccine is described in a
separate Vaccine Information Statement.

Inﬂuenza vaccine may be given at the same time as other
vaccines, including pneumococcal vaccine.

A “high-dose” inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine is available
for people 65 years of age and older. Ask your doctor for
more information.

4

Some people should not get
inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine or
should wait

• Tell your doctor if you have any severe (life-threatening)
allergies, including a severe allergy to eggs. A severe
allergy to any vaccine component may be a reason not to
get the vaccine. Allergic reactions to inﬂuenza vaccine
are rare.

Inﬂuenza viruses are always changing, so annual
vaccination is recommended. Each year scientists try to
match the viruses in the vaccine to those most likely to
cause ﬂu that year. Flu vaccine will not prevent disease
from other viruses, including ﬂu viruses not contained in
the vaccine.

• Tell your doctor if you ever had a severe reaction after a
dose of inﬂuenza vaccine.

It takes up to 2 weeks for protection to develop after the
shot. Protection lasts about a year.

• Tell your doctor if you ever had Guillain-Barré
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Syndrome (a severe paralytic illness, also called GBS).
Your doctor will help you decide whether the vaccine is
recommended for you.

The safety of vaccines is always being monitored. For
more information, visit:
www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Vaccine_Monitoring/Index.html

and

• People who are moderately or severely ill should usually wait
until they recover before getting ﬂu vaccine. If you are ill,
talk to your doctor about whether to reschedule the
vaccination. People with a mild illness can usually get the
vaccine.

5

www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/Activities/Activities_Index.html

6

What if there is a severe
reaction?

What should I look for?
Any unusual condition, such as a high fever or behavior
changes. Signs of a severe allergic reaction can include
difﬁculty breathing, hoarseness or wheezing, hives,
paleness, weakness, a fast heart beat or dizziness.

What are the risks from
inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine?

A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly cause serious
problems, such as severe allergic reactions. The risk of a
vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is extremely small.

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right away.
• Tell the doctor what happened, the date and time it
happened, and when the vaccination was given.
• Ask your doctor to report the reaction by ﬁling a
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
form. Or you can ﬁle this report through the VAERS
website at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

Serious problems from inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine are
very rare. The viruses in inactivated inﬂuenza vaccine have
been killed, so you cannot get inﬂuenza from the vaccine.
Mild problems:
• soreness, redness, or swelling where the shot was given
• hoarseness; sore, red or itchy eyes; cough
• fever • aches • headache • itching • fatigue
If these problems occur, they usually begin soon after the
shot and last 1-2 days.

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

7

Moderate problems:
Young children who get inactivated ﬂu vaccine and pneumococcal vaccine (PCV13) at the same time appear to be
at increased risk for seizures caused by fever. Ask your
doctor for more information.

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(VICP) was created in 1986.
People who believe they may have been injured by a
vaccine can learn about the program and about ﬁling a
claim by calling 1-800-338-2382, or visiting the VICP
website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Tell your doctor if a child who is getting ﬂu vaccine has
ever had a seizure.
Severe problems:
• Life-threatening allergic reactions from vaccines are
very rare. If they do occur, it is usually within a few
minutes to a few hours after the shot.

8

How can I learn more?

• Ask your doctor. They can give you the vaccine package
insert or suggest other sources of information.

• In 1976, a type of inactivated inﬂuenza (swine ﬂu)
vaccine was associated with Guillain-Barré Syndrome
(GBS). Since then, ﬂu vaccines have not been clearly
linked to GBS. However, if there is a risk of GBS from
current ﬂu vaccines, it would be no more than 1 or 2
cases per million people vaccinated. This is much lower
than the risk of severe inﬂuenza, which can be prevented
by vaccination.

• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/ﬂu

One brand of inactivated ﬂu vaccine, called Aﬂuria,
should not be given to children 8 years of age or
younger, except in special circumstances. A related
vaccine was associated with fevers and fever-related
seizures in young children in Australia. Your doctor
can give you more information.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
Inactivated Inﬂuenza Vaccine (7/26/11) 42 U.S.C. §300aa-26

53

,1)/8(1=$9$&&,1($'0,1,675$7,215(&25'


³, KDYHUHDGRUKDYHKDGH[SODLQHGWRPH WKHLQIR UPDWLRQ LQWKH9DFFLQH,QIRUPDWLRQ6WDWHPHQW DERXWWKH
LQIOXHQ]DYDFFLQH,KDYHKDGDFKDQFHWRDVNTXHVWLRQVWKDWZHUHDQVZHUHGWRP\VDWLVIDFWLRQ,EHOLHYH,
XQGHUVWDQGWKHEHQHILWVDQGULVNVRIWKHYDFFLQH V OLVWHGEHORZDQGDVNWKDWWKHYDFFLQH V EHJLYHQWRPHRUWR
WKHSHUVRQQDPHGEHORZIRUZKRP,DPDXWKRUL]HGWRPDNHWKLVFRQVHQW´



,QIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHSHUVRQWRUHFHLYHYDFFLQH±3/($6(35,17


 1DPH









 BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
/DVW 

)LUVW

0LGGOH,QLWLDO %LUWKGDWH $JH


 $GGUHVV
 BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB BBBBBBBBBB BBBBBBBBBBBBB
6WUHHW 



&LW\ 
&RXQW\
6WDWH
=LS



 Signature of person to receive vaccine or person authorized to make the request:

 X__________________________________________________________ Date:____________________





&OLQLF2IILFH$GGUHVV


9,6 V JLYHQWRSDWLHQW"
3OHDVHLQLWLDO 

9DFFLQH*LYHQ

'DWHRI9,6


 ,QDFWLYDWHG  /$,9 


,QDFWLYDWHGBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB/LYH /$,9 



9DFFLQH0DQXIDFWXUHU 
,QDFWLYDWHGBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB0HG,PPXQH /$,9 

9DFFLQH/RW1XPEHU


$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ6LWH

,QMHFWLRQ6LWHBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB,QWUDQDVDO

6LJQDWXUHDQG7LWOHRI 
9DFFLQH$GPLQLVWUDWRU 


'DWH9DFFLQH
$GPLQLVWHUHG

54

Standing Orders for Administering Influenza Vaccine to Adults
Purpose: To reduce morbidity and mortality from influenza by vaccinating all adults who meet the criteria
established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
Policy: Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where
allowed by state law, may vaccinate patients who meet any of the criteria below.
Procedure:
1. Identify adults with no history of influenza vaccination for the current influenza season.
2. Screen all patients for contraindications and precautions to influenza vaccine:
a. Contraindications: a serious systemic or anaphylactic reaction after ingesting eggs, after receiving a previous
dose of influenza vaccine, or to an influenza vaccine component. For a list of vaccine components, go to
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/B/excipient-table-2.pdf. Do not give live
attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV; nasal spray) to an adult with a history of hypersensitivity to eggs, either
anaphylatic or non-anaphylactic; who is pregnant, is age 50 years or older, or who has chronic pulmonary (including asthma), cardiovascular (excluding hypertension), renal, hepatic, neurologic/neuromuscular, hematologic, or
metabolic (including diabetes) disorders; immunosuppression, including that caused by medications or HIV.
b. Precautions: moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever; history of Guillain Barré syndrome within
6 weeks of a previous influenza vaccination; for TIV only, allergic reaction to eggs consisting of hives only (observe patient for at least 30 minutes following vaccination); for LAIV only, close contact with an immunosuppressed person when the person requires protective isolation, receipt of influenza antivirals (e.g., amantadine, rimantadine, zanamivir, or oseltamivir) within the previous 48 hours or possibility of use within 14 days after vaccination
3. Provide all patients with a copy of the most current federal Vaccine Information Statement (VIS). You must document in the patient’s medical record or office log, the publication date of the VIS and the date it was given to the
patient. Provide non-English speaking patients with a copy of the VIS in their native language, if available and
preferred; these can be found at www.immunize.org/vis.
4. Administer influenza vaccine as follows: a) For adults of all ages, give 0.5 mL of injectable trivalent inactivated influenza vaccine (TIV-IM) intramuscularly (22–25g, 1–1½" needle) in the deltoid muscle. (Note: A e" needle may
be used for adults weighing less than 130 lbs (<60 kg) for injection in the deltoid muscle only if the skin is stretched
tight, subcutaneous tissue is not bunched, and the injection is made at a 90 degree angle; or b) For healthy adults
younger than age 50 years, give 0.2 mL of intranasal LAIV; 0.1 mL is sprayed into each nostril while the patient
is in an upright position; or c) For adults ages 18 through 64 years, give 0.1 ml TIV-ID intradermally by inserting
the needle of the microinjection system at a 90 degree angle in the deltoid muscle; or d) For adults ages 65 years and
older, give 0.5 mL of high-dose TIV-IM intramuscularly (22–25g, 1–1½" needle) in the deltoid muscle.
5. Document each patient’s vaccine administration information and follow up in the following places:
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site and route, and the name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given,
record the reasons(s) for non-receipt of the vaccine (e.g., medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
6. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written
emergency medical protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
7. Report all adverse reactions to influenza vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System
(VAERS) at www.vaers.hhs.gov or (800) 822-7967. VAERS report forms are available at www.vaers.hhs.gov.
This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the
rescinded or until
(date).
Medical Director’s signature:

until
(name of practice or clinic)

Effective date:
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Sample Declination Form

Declination: I understand that, because I work in a health care
environment, I may place patients and co-workers at risk if I work
while infected with influenza. Although I have been informed of the
risks and benefits of the vaccine, I choose not to be to be vaccinated
and am declining the vaccine at this time. I understand that by
declining this vaccine, I will be at risk of acquiring influenza and
spreading it to others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
I never catch the flu
Do not feel I am at risk for the flu
I will catch the flu from the flu vaccine
I had side effects after I had the vaccine in the past
I will stay home if I catch the flu so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
I am allergic to eggs
I have had Guillain-Barre Syndrome
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later decide to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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APHA and AMDA issue position statements in support of mandating influenza vaccination for
healthcare workers, joining seven other professional associations on IAC's Honor Roll for Patient
Safety
To access the APHA position paper, go to
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during the 2009 pandemic influenza A (H1N1) [Abstract]. Vaccine, 29(16), 2978-2985. Retrieved from
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Scan. Retrieved from
www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/jun1411newsscan.html
Modified flu vaccination policy showed good results in health workers
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News Scan. Retrieved from
www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/jun1311flunewsscan.html
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Vaccines & Immunizations: For Specific Groups of People: Healthcare Workers
CDC. (Updated February 16, 2011). Vaccines & Immunizations: For Specific Groups of People:
Healthcare Workers. Retrieved June 17, 2011, from www.cdc.gov/vaccines/spec-grps/hcw.htm
Ask the Experts: Influenza Vaccination Issues for Healthcare Workers
Immunization Action Coalition. Ask the Experts: Influenza Vaccination Issues for Healthcare Workers.
Retrieved June 17, 2011, from www.immunize.org/askexperts/experts_inf.asp#workers
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Seasonal Influenza (Flu): Guidelines and Recommendations: Prevention Strategies for Seasonal
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Prevention Strategies for Seasonal Influenza in Healthcare Settings. Retrieved June 17, 2011, from
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Hepatitis B
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Facts About Hepatitis B for Adults
What is hepatitis B?
Hepatitis B is a serious liver disease caused by the hepatitis B virus (HBV). The virus can affect people of all ages. Once infected,
some people are never able to rid themselves of the virus. This long-term or “chronic” HBV infection can lead to liver cirrhosis,
liver cancer and death. The virus is found in the blood and body fluids of infected people and is most often spread among adults
through sexual contact or by sharing needles and other drug paraphernalia with an infected person. HBV can also be spread
through normal household contact with HBV-infected persons, or by passage of the virus from an HBV-infected mother to her
infant during birth.

Symptoms
Hepatitis B can often be a “silent disease” that affects people without making them feel sick; this is more common among children.
People who do get sick from hepatitis B might experience loss of appetite, tiredness, stomachache, nausea and vomiting. They
might also experience yellowing of the whites of the eyes (jaundice) and/or joint pain. People with chronic HBV infection usually
do not feel sick for many years, but will have symptoms if they develop the most serious complications from hepatitis B, like
cirrhosis or liver cancer.

Treatment
There is no specific treatment for newly acquired HBV infection. Medicines are available to treat people with chronic hepatitis B.
These medicines work for some people, but not for all.

Prevention
Safe, effective hepatitis B vaccines are available. The vaccines are used to protect everyone from newborn babies to older adults.
The vaccination series is usually given as three doses over a six-month period. However, more flexible schedules can be used.
Hepatitis B vaccine is recognized as the first anti-cancer vaccine because it can prevent liver cancer caused by chronic HBV
infection.

Who should get hepatitis B vaccine?


All children and adolescents from birth through 18 years of age.



Persons at risk of sexual HBV transmission: men and women who have had more than one sex partner during the
previous six months or who have had a recently acquired sexually transmitted disease (STD); men who have sex with
men; and persons receiving treatment for STDs, and persons with HIV infection.



Persons at risk of HBV transmission by percutaneous or mucosal exposure to blood: people whose jobs potentially
expose them to human blood or blood-contaminated body fluids, including most healthcare workers and some public
safety workers; injection drug users; and persons with end-stage kidney disease.



People living with or having sexual contact with a person who has chronic HBV infection.



Travelers who live or work for at least six months in areas where HBV infection is of high or intermediate
endemicity, or who stay for shorter periods and will likely have contact with blood (e.g., in a medical setting) or
sexual contact with local persons.



Inmates of correctional facilities, including all inmates who receive a medical evaluation in federal and state
prisons, jails, and juvenile correction facilities.



Residents and staff of institutions and nonresidential daycare facilities for developmentally disabled persons.



People with chronic liver disease including hepatitis C.



All adults requesting protection from HBV infection.

Settings where hepatitis B vaccination is recommended for all adults
• STD treatment facilities
• HIV testing and treatment facilities
• Facilities providing drug-abuse treatment and prevention services
• Healthcare settings targeting services to injection-drug users or men who have sex with men
• Correctional facilities
• End-stage renal disease programs and facilities for chronic hemodialysis patients
• Institutions and residential daycare facilities for persons with developmental disabilities
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Hepatitis B for Adults
FACT:

Hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection can be prevented with a safe and effective vaccine.

FACT:

You cannot get hepatitis B from the hepatitis B vaccine.

FACT:

During the 1970s and 1980s, 200,000 to 300,000 persons were infected with HBV each year in the
United States.

FACT:

Hepatitis B incidence has declined substantially since 1991 when a strategy to eliminate HBV
transmission through immunization began to be implemented. The decline in incidence has been
greatest among children and adolescents, who are recommended to be routinely vaccinated against
hepatitis B.

FACT:

In 2007, rates of new cases of acute hepatitis B were highest among adults aged 30 – 44 years of age.

FACT:

More than 50% of new hepatitis B cases could be prevented if hepatitis B vaccination were routinely
offered to all persons attending sexually transmitted disease clinics and to all correctional facility
inmates.

FACT:

About 42% of adults who become infected with HBV have a risk factor for infection in 2007.

FACT:

Even if a person infected with HBV does not feel sick, he or she can still infect others.

FACT:

HBV infection can result in chronic (life-long) infection that increases a person’s risk of developing
chronic liver disease, including cirrhosis and liver cancer.

FACT:

An estimated 800,000- 1.4 million people in the United States have chronic HBV infection.

FACT:

HBV infection kills about 2,000 to 4,000 people in the United States each year, usually as the result of
complications from chronic liver disease.

FACT:

HBV is found in blood and other body fluids such as semen and vaginal secretions. The hepatitis B
virus is 100 times more infectious than HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

FACT:

Hepatitis B is a sexually-transmitted disease but can also be transmitted during normal household
contact with an infected person.

FACT:

The hepatitis B vaccine is the first vaccine that prevents a form of cancer — liver cancer.

FACT:

Infants born to HBV-infected women have a very high chance of getting HBV infection from their
mothers unless they receive their first hepatitis B vaccination at birth.

Vaccine Safety
Hepatitis B vaccine is safe and effective. You cannot get hepatitis B from the vaccine. The most common side effect of
the vaccine is soreness at the injection site. As with any medicine, there are very small risks that serious problems
could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential risks associated with hepatitis B disease are much greater
than the potential risks associated with the hepatitis B vaccine.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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HEPATITIS B VACCINE
WHAT YOU NEED TO

KNOW

Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis.

1

What is hepatitis B?

2

Hepatitis B is a serious disease that affects the liver.
It is caused by the hepatitis B virus (HBV). HBV
can cause:

Hepatitis B vaccine: Why get
vaccinated?

Hepatitis B vaccine can prevent hepatitis B, and
the serious consequences of HBV infection, including
liver cancer and cirrhosis.

Acute (short-term) illness. This can lead to:
• loss of appetite • diarrhea and vomiting
• tiredness
• jaundice (yellow skin or eyes)
• pain in muscles, joints, and stomach

Routine hepatitis B vaccination of U.S. children
began in 1991. Since then, the reported incidence of
acute hepatitis B among children and adolescents
has dropped by more than 95% – and by 75% in all
age groups.

Acute illness is more common among adults.
Children who become infected usually do not have
acute illness.

Hepatitis B vaccine is made from a part of the hepatitis
B virus. It cannot cause HBV infection.

Chronic (long-term) infection. Some people go on
to develop chronic HBV infection. This can be very
serious, and often leads to:
•liver damage (cirrhosis) •liver cancer •death

Hepatitis B vaccine is usually given as a series of 3
or 4 shots. This vaccine series gives long-term
protection from HBV infection, possibly lifelong.

Chronic infection is more common among infants
and children than among adults. People who are
infected can spread HBV to others, even if they don’t
appear sick.

Children and Adolescents

• In 2005, about 51,000 people became infected with
hepatitis B.

• All children should get their first dose of hepatitis
B vaccine at birth and should have completed the
vaccine series by 6-18 months of age.

3

• About 1.25 million people in the United States
have chronic HBV infection.

Who should get hepatitis B
vaccine and when?

• Children and adolescents through 18 years of
age who did not get the vaccine when they were
younger should also be vaccinated.

• Each year about 3,000 to 5,000 people die from
cirrhosis or liver cancer caused by HBV.

Adults
• All unvaccinated adults at risk for HBV infection
should be vaccinated. This includes:
- sex partners of people infected with HBV,
- men who have sex with men,
- people who inject street drugs,
- people with more than one sex partner,
- people with chronic liver or kidney disease,
- people with jobs that expose them to human
blood,
- household contacts of people infected with HBV,
- residents and staff in institutions for the
developmentally disabled,
- kidney dialysis patients,

Hepatitis B virus is spread through contact with the
blood or other body fluids of an infected person. A
person can become infected by:
- contact with a mother’s blood and body fluids at
the time of birth;
- contact with blood and body fluids through
breaks in the skin such as bites, cuts, or sores;
- contact with objects that could have blood or body
fluids on them such as toothbrushes or razors;
- having unprotected sex with an infected person;
- sharing needles when injecting drugs;
- being stuck with a used needle on the job.
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- people who travel to countries where hepatitis
B is common,
- people with HIV infection.

reaction can include difficulty breathing, hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness, a fast
heart beat or dizziness.

• Anyone else who wants to be protected from HBV
infection may be vaccinated.

4

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right
away.

Who should NOT get hepatitis
B vaccine?

• Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.

• Anyone with a life-threatening allergy to baker’s
yeast, or to any other component of the vaccine,
should not get hepatitis B vaccine. Tell your
provider if you have any severe allergies.

• Ask your doctor, nurse, or health department to
report the reaction by filing a Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS) form.
Or you can file this report through the VAERS
web site at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

• Anyone who has had a life-threatening allergic
reaction to a previous dose of hepatitis B vaccine
should not get another dose.

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

• Anyone who is moderately or severely ill when a
dose of vaccine is scheduled should probably wait
until they recover before getting the vaccine.

7

Your provider can give you more information about
these precautions.

In the event that you or your child has a serious
reaction to a vaccine, a federal program has been
created to help pay for the care of those who have
been harmed.

Pregnant women who need protection from HBV
infection may be vaccinated.

5

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

For details about the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit
their website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Hepatitis B vaccine risks

Hepatitis B is a very safe vaccine. Most people do
not have any problems with it.

8

The following mild problems have been reported:

How can I learn more?

• Soreness where the shot was given (up to about 1
person in 4).

• Ask your doctor or nurse. They can give you the
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.

• Temperature of 99.9°F or higher (up to about 1
person in 15).

• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)
- Visit CDC websites at:
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis
www.cdc.gov/vaccines
www.cdc.gov/travel

Severe problems are extremely rare. Severe allergic
reactions are believed to occur about once in 1.1
million doses.
A vaccine, like any medicine, could cause a serious
reaction. But the risk of a vaccine causing serious
harm, or death, is extremely small. More than 100
million people have gotten hepatitis B vaccine in the
United States.

6

What if there is a moderate or
severe reaction?

department of health and human services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

What should I look for?
• Any unusual condition, such as a high fever or
behavior changes. Signs of a serious allergic

Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
Hepatitis B (7/18/07)
42 U.S.C. § 300aa-26
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6WDQGLQJ2UGHUVIRU$GPLQLVWHULQJ+HSDWLWLV%9DFFLQHWR$GXOWV
Purpose: To reduce morbidity and mortality from hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection by vaccinating all adults who meet the criteria

established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
Policy: Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where allowed by state law,

may vaccinate adults who meet any of the criteria below.
Procedure:
1. Identify adults in need of hepatitis B vaccination based on the following criteria:*
a. Age younger than 19 years with no or unknown history of prior receipt of a complete series of hepatitis B vaccine
b. Age 19 years or older meeting any of the following criteria:
• patient with end-stage renal disease, including patients receiving hemodialysis
• patient with HIV infection
• patient with chronic liver disease
• sexually active and not in a long-term, mutually monogamous relation (i.e., more than 1 sex partner during the previous 6 months)
• under evaluation or treatment for a sexually transmitted disease (STD)
• a male who has sex with males
• current or recent injection-drug user
• at occupational risk of infection through exposure to blood or blood-contaminated body fluids (e.g., healthcare worker, public safety
worker, trainee in a health professional or allied health school)
• client or staff of an institution for persons with developmental disabilities
• sex partner or household member of a person who is chronically infected with HBV (including an HBsAg-positive adopted child)
• planned travel to a country with high or intermediate prevalence of chronic HBV infection (a list of countries is available at
www.cdc.gov/travel/diseases.htm)
• housed in or seen for care in a setting in which a high proportion of persons have risk factors for HBV infection (e.g., STD
treatment facilities, correctional facilities, institutions for developmentally disabled persons)
c. Any person who wishes to be vaccinated against HBV infection
2. Screen all patients for contraindications and precautions to hepatitis B vaccine:
a. Contraindication: a history of a serious reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose of hepatitis B vaccine or to a hepatitis B vaccine
component. For a list of vaccine components, go to www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/B/excipient-table-2.pdf.
b. Precaution: moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever
3. Provide all patients with a copy of the most current federal Vaccine Information Statement (VIS). You must document, in the patient’s
medical record or office log, the publication date of the VIS and the date it was given to the patient. Provide non-English speakers with the
VIS in their native language, if available; these can be found at www.immunize.org/vis.
4. Administer hepatitis B vaccine intramuscularly (22–25g, 1–1½" needle) in the deltoid muscle. For persons age 20 years or older, give 1.0 mL
dosage; for persons age 19 years or younger, give 0.5 mL dosage.
5. Provide subsequent doses of hepatitis B vaccine to complete each patient’s 3-dose schedule by observing a minimum interval of 4 weeks between
the first and second doses, 8 weeks between the second and third doses, and at least 4 months (16 weeks) between the first and third doses.
6. Document each patient’s vaccine administration information and follow up in the following places:
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site and route, and the
name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given, record the reason(s) for non-receipt of the vaccine (e.g.,
medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
7. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written emergency medical
protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
8. Report all adverse reactions to hepatitis B vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) at www.vaers.hhs.gov or
by calling (800) 822-7967. VAERS report forms are available at www.vaers.hhs.gov.
*For persons born in Asia, the Pacific Islands, Africa, or other countries identified as having high rates of HBV infection (see MMWR 2005;54
[No. RR-16]:25), ensure that they have also been tested for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) to find out if they are chronically infected. If test
is performed on same visit, give hepatitis B vaccine after the blood draw. Do not delay initiating hepatitis B vaccination while waiting for test
results. If patient is found to be HBsAg-positive, appropriate medical follow-up should be provided.

This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the________________________________ until rescinded or until
(name of practice or clinic)
__________________ (date).
Medical Director’s signature: _______________________________________ Effective date: _____________________
ZZZLPPXQL]HRUJFDWJGSSGI,WHP3 

7HFKQLFDOFRQWHQWUHYLHZHGE\WKH&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ$XJXVW

,PPXQL]DWLRQ$FWLRQ&RDOLWLRQ6HOE\$YH6W3DXO01   ZZZLPPXQL]HRUJZZZYDFFLQHLQIRUPDWLRQRUJ
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Sample Declination Form

Declination: I understand that, because I work in a health care
environment, I may place patients and co-workers at risk if I work
while infected with hepatitis B. Although I have been informed of the
risks and benefits of the vaccine, I choose not to be to be vaccinated
and am declining the vaccine at this time. I understand that by
declining this vaccine, I will be at risk of acquiring hepatitis B and
spreading it to others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
Do not feel I am at risk for hepatitis B
I will stay home if I get hepatitis B so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later decide to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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Facts About Measles for Adults
What is measles?
Measles is a highly contagious virus found throughout the world. People get measles disease by breathing in the
measles virus which is spread when an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks. You can get measles just by
being in the same room with an infected person.

Prevention

Symptoms

There is a vaccine to protect against measles.
The vaccine is frequently given as part of a
combination vaccine, called the MMR vaccine,
which protects against measles, mumps and
rubella. There is also a vaccine that protects
only against measles.

Symptoms of measles include high fever,
rash, runny nose, watery eyes, coughing,
diarrhea, and earache.
The average time between exposure to the
measles virus and the development of
symptoms is usually from 10 to 14 days.

Who should get MMR vaccine?


Adults born in 1957 or later who do not have a medical contraindication should receive at least one dose
of the MMR vaccine, unless they have documentation of vaccination with at least one dose of measles-,
rubella-, and mumps-containing vaccine or other acceptable evidence of immunity to these three diseases.



College and university students, health care personnel, child care workers such as teachers and day care
personnel and international travelers are at increased risk for measles, and should receive two doses of the
MMR vaccine to ensure adequate protection.

Vaccine Safety
The measles vaccine and the combined MMR vaccine are very safe and effective and generally have few side effects. Mild
reactions such as fever, redness or swelling at the injection site have been reported. As with any medicine, there are very
small risks that serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential risks associated with measles
disease are much greater than the potential risks associated with the measles vaccine. MMR vaccine should not be given to
persons who are pregnant or severely immunosuppressed.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Measles for Adults
FACT:

Measles can be prevented with a safe and effective vaccine.

FACT:

The risk of death from measles is higher for infants and adults than for children.

FACT:

Of the 140 confirmed cases of measles reported in 2008, approximately 25% occurred
among adults.

FACT:

Pregnant women who get measles disease have an increased risk for early labor,
miscarriage, and low birth weight infants.

FACT:

Measles is contagious from 4 days before until 4 days after the rash appears.

FACT:

Measles can cause life-threatening pneumonia and brain inflammation, middle-ear
infection, severe diarrhea and sometimes death.

FACT:

Outbreaks of measles in 2008, primarily affected those who has not been vaccinated with
MMR vaccine.

FACT:

Most cases of measles in the United States now result from infections acquired in other
countries or are linked to such imported cases.

FACT:

Globally, an estimated 10 million cases of measles occur annually, resulting in an
estimated 197,000 deaths, nearly all of these among children less than five years old.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Mumps for Adults
What is mumps?
Mumps is an acute viral disease that is spread from person to person by coughing or sneezing. People who have mumps may
spread the infection to others, even when they do not have any symptoms or their illness is mild.

Prevention

Symptoms

There is a vaccine to protect against mumps. The vaccine is
given to adults as part of a combination vaccine, called the
MMR vaccine, which protects against measles, mumps and
rubella. There is also a vaccine that protects only against
mumps.

The symptoms of mumps include a low grade fever and
swelling or tenderness of one or more of the salivary glands
in the cheeks and under the jaw. In postpubertal males, up
to 30% may also experience testicular pain and swelling.
Symptoms usually appear between 12 and 25 days after a
person has been exposed to the virus. However, as many
as 30-40% of the cases may be asymptomatic and nearly
50% are associated with non-specific or primarily
respiratory symptoms, with or without parotitis

Who should get MMR vaccine?


Adults born in 1957 or later including non-pregnant women of childbearing age who do not have a medical
contraindication should receive at least one dose of the MMR vaccine, unless they have documentation of
vaccination with at least one dose of MMR vaccine or other acceptable evidence of immunity to these three diseases.



College and university students, health care personnel, child care workers such as teachers and day care personnel,
and international travelers are at increased risk for mumps. These persons should receive two doses of the MMR
vaccine or have other acceptable evidence of immunity, in order to ensure adequate protection.

Vaccine Safety
The mumps vaccine and the combined MMR vaccine are safe and highly effective in preventing mumps.
Occasionally, adults who get the mumps vaccine will develop a low-grade fever or swelling of the salivary glands in
the cheeks and neck. Other adverse events that are associated with the measles and/or rubella component of MMR,
including fever, rash and joint symptoms in adult women, may also infrequently occur. As with any medicine, there
are very small risks that serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential risks
associated with mumps disease are much greater than the potential risks associated with the mumps vaccine.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Mumps for Adults
FACT:

Mumps can be prevented with a safe and effective vaccine.

FACT:

Mumps is the most contagious from 3 days before to 5 days after the onset of
parotitis.

FACT:

Approximately two-fifth of infected people do not have symptoms of mumps.

FACT:

Serious complications of mumps are more common among adults than among
children.

FACT:

About 2-3 out of every 10 adolescent or adult men who have mumps may
experience painful swelling of the testicles. Sterility rarely occurs.

FACT:

Rare complications caused by mumps include infection of the brain (encephalitis)
and inflammation of the covering of the brain and spinal cord (meningitis). Other
rare complications include arthritis, kidney and pancreas problems, deafness, and
inflammation of the ovaries.

FACT:

In 2006, a multistate outbreak of mumps occurred in the United States that
affected more than 6,000 people. The majority of the cases occurred among
collage age persons, but adolescents and adults were also affected.

FACT:

In 2008, of the 386 reported cases of mumps, 54% were between 15 and 59 years
old.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Rubella for Adults
What is rubella?
Rubella, also called German measles, is caused by a virus that is spread from person to person when an
infected person coughs or sneezes. Rubella is also spread by direct contact with the nasal or throat
secretions of an infected person. If a pregnant woman gets rubella during pregnancy, particularly during
the first 3 months, her baby is at risk of having serious birth defects.

Symptoms

Prevention

Symptoms of rubella may include a rash, slight fever,
aching joints, and reddened eyes. The rash first
appears on the face and spreads from head to toe. The
lymph nodes just behind the ears and at the back of
the neck may swell, causing soreness and pain. Many
people with rubella have few or no symptoms, and up
to half of the people who have the disease may not get
a rash. In most cases of rubella, symptoms appear
within 16 to 18 days after exposure.

There is a safe and effective vaccine to protect against
rubella. The vaccine is usually given to adults as part
of a combination vaccine, called the MMR vaccine,
that protects against measles, mumps and rubella.
There is also a vaccine that protects against rubella
only.

Who should get MMR vaccine?


Adults born in 1957 or later including non-pregnant women of childbearing age who do not have
a medical contraindication should receive at least one dose of the MMR vaccine, unless they
have documentation of vaccination with at least one dose of measles-, rubella-, and mumpscontaining vaccine or other acceptable evidence of immunity to these three diseases.



College and university students, health care personnel, child care workers such as teachers and
day care personnel, and international travelers are at increased risk for rubella and these persons
should receive two doses of the MMR vaccine or have other acceptable evidence of immunity,
regardless of age, in order to ensure adequate protection.

Vaccine Safety
The rubella vaccine and the combined MMR vaccine are very safe. The most common side effect
is burning or stinging at the injection site. Other common side effects include fever, rash,
headache and general weakness. Another adverse event that are associated with the rubella
component of MM R vaccine is joint symptoms in adult women. As with any medicine, there are
very small risks that serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential
risks associated with rubella are much greater than the potential risks associated with the rubella
vaccine.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Facts About Rubella for Adults
FACT:

Rubella can be prevented with a safe, effective vaccine.

FACT:

Rubella is contagious from 7 days before until 5 to 7 days after the rash appears.

FACT:

In most cases of rubella, symptoms appear within 12 to 23 days, and 20% to 50%
of cases may not exhibit symptoms.

FACT:

If a pregnant woman gets rubella during the first 3 months of pregnancy, her baby
has a good chance of having serious birth defects such as deafness, cataracts, heart
defects, liver and spleen damage, and mental retardation

FACT:

During 2001-2008, 79% of all reported cases of rubella occurred among people 15
years of age and older.

FACT:

As many as 7 million women of childbearing age are susceptible to rubella.

FACT:

Up to 7 % of young adults are susceptible to the rubella virus.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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VACCINES

MEASLES, MUMPS
& RUBELLA (MMR)

WHAT YOU NEED TO

KNOW

Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis.

1

unless they can show that they have had either the
vaccines or the diseases.

Why get vaccinated?

Measles, mumps, and rubella are serious diseases.

Ask your provider for more information.

Measles
• Measles virus causes rash, cough, runny nose, eye
irritation, and fever.
• It can lead to ear infection, pneumonia, seizures
(jerking and staring), brain damage, and death.

MMR vaccine may be given at the same time as other
vaccines.
Note: A “combination” vaccine called MMRV,
which contains both MMR and varicella
(chickenpox) vaccines, may be given instead of
the two individual vaccines to people 12 years
of age and younger.

Mumps
• Mumps virus causes fever, headache, and swollen
glands.
• It can lead to deafness, meningitis (infection of the
brain and spinal cord covering), painful swelling of
the testicles or ovaries, and, rarely, death.

3

• People should not get MMR vaccine who have
ever had a life-threatening allergic reaction to
gelatin, the antibiotic neomycin, or to a previous
dose of MMR vaccine.

Rubella (German Measles)
• Rubella virus causes rash, mild fever, and arthritis
(mostly in women).
• If a woman gets rubella while she is pregnant, she
could have a miscarriage or her baby could be born
with serious birth defects.

• People who are moderately or severely ill at the
time the shot is scheduled should usually wait until
they recover before getting MMR vaccine.

You or your child could catch these diseases by being
around someone who has them. They spread from person to person through the air.

• Pregnant women should wait to get MMR vaccine
until after they have given birth. Women should
avoid getting pregnant for 4 weeks after getting
MMR vaccine.

Measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine can
prevent these diseases.

• Some people should check with their doctor about
whether they should get MMR vaccine, including
anyone who:
- Has HIV/AIDS, or another disease that affects
the immune system
- Is being treated with drugs that affect the
immune system, such as steroids, for 2 weeks or
longer.
- Has any kind of cancer
- Is taking cancer treatment with x-rays or drugs
- Has ever had a low platelet count (a blood
disorder)

Most children who get their MMR shots will not get
these diseases. Many more children would get them if
we stopped vaccinating.

2

Some people should not get
MMR vaccine or should wait

Who should get MMR
vaccine and when?

Children should get 2 doses of MMR vaccine:
– The first at 12-15 months of age
– and the second at 4-6 years of age.
These are the recommended ages. But children can get
the second dose at any age, as long as it is at least 28
days after the first dose.

• People who recently had a transfusion or were
given other blood products should ask their doctor
when they may get MMR vaccine

Some adults should also get MMR vaccine:
Generally, anyone 18 years of age or older who was born
after 1956 should get at least one dose of MMR vaccine,

Ask your provider for more information.
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4

allergic reaction can include difficulty breathing,
hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness,
a fast heart beat or dizziness.

What are the risks from MMR
vaccine?

A vaccine, like any medicine, is capable of causing serious problems, such as severe allergic reactions. The risk
of MMR vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is
extremely small.

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right
away.

Getting MMR vaccine is much safer than getting any of
these three diseases.

• Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.

Most people who get MMR vaccine do not have any
problems with it.

• Ask your provider to report the reaction by filing a
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
form.
Or you can file this report through the VAERS
website at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

Mild Problems
• Fever (up to 1 person out of 6)
• Mild rash (about 1 person out of 20)
• Swelling of glands in the cheeks or neck (rare)
If these problems occur, it is usually within 7-12 days after
the shot. They occur less often after the second dose.

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

Moderate Problems
• Seizure (jerking or staring) caused by fever (about
1 out of 3,000 doses)
• Temporary pain and stiffness in the joints, mostly
in teenage or adult women (up to 1 out of 4)
• Temporary low platelet count, which can cause a
bleeding disorder (about 1 out of 30,000 doses)

6

A federal program has been created to help people
who may have been harmed by a vaccine.
For details about the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit
their website at
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Severe Problems (Very Rare)
• Serious allergic reaction (less than 1 out of a million
doses)
• Several other severe problems have been known to
occur after a child gets MMR vaccine. But this
happens so rarely, experts cannot be sure whether
they are caused by the vaccine or not. These include:
- Deafness
- Long-term seizures, coma, or lowered
consciousness
- Permanent brain damage

7

How can I learn more?

• Ask your provider. They can give you the
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.
• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)
- Visit CDC website at: www.cdc.gov/vaccines

Note: The first dose of MMRV vaccine
has been associated with rash and higher
rates of fever than MMR and varicella
vaccines given separately. Rash has been
reported in about 1 person in 20 and fever
in about 1 person in 5.
Seizures caused by a fever are also reported
more often after MMRV. These usually
occur 5-12 days after the first dose.

5

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

What if there is a moderate or
severe reaction?

department of health and human services

What should I look for?

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
MMR Vaccine (3/13/08)
42 U.S.C. §300aa-26

• Any unusual condition, such as a high fever,
weakness, or behavior changes. Signs of a serious
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6WDQGLQJ2UGHUVIRU$GPLQLVWHULQJ0HDVOHV0XPSV 5XEHOOD9DFFLQHWR$GXOWV
3XUSRVH To reduce morbidity and mortality from measles, mumps, and rubella by vaccinating all adults who meet the
criteria established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
3ROLF\Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where allowed
by state law, may vaccinate adults who meet any of the criteria below.
3URFHGXUH

1. Identify adults in need of initial vaccination against measles, mumps, or rubella who (a) were born in 1957 or later with no
history of receipt of live, measles-, mumps-, and/or rubella-containing vaccine given at age 12 months or older or other
acceptable evidence of immunity (e.g., laboratory evidence); (b) are women of any age planning to become pregnant and
who do not have evidence of immunity; or (c) are healthcare workers born before 1957 without evidence of immunity.
Measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine (rather than single-antigen vaccine) is recommended if one or more antigens is
indicated.
2. Identify adults in need of a second dose of MMR vaccine who (a) were born in 1957 or later and are either planning to
travel internationally, a student in a college, university, technical, or vocational school, or (b) are healthcare workers born
before 1957 at potential risk of infection from a current mumps outbreak.
3. Screen all patients for contraindications and precautions to measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine:
a. Contraindications:
• a history of a serious reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose of MMR vaccine or to an MMR vaccine
component. For a list of vaccine components, go to www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/
B/excipient-table-2.pdf.
• pregnant now or may become pregnant within 1 month
• known severe immunodeficiency, hematologic and solid tumors; congenital immunodeficiency; receiving long-term
immunosuppressive therapy, severely immunocompromised from HIV infection, including CD4+ T-lymphocyte
count of less than 200 cells per μL
b. Precautions:
• recent (within the past 11 months) receipt of antibody-containing blood product (specific interval depends on product)
• history of thrombocytopenia or thrombocytopenic purpura
• moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever
4. Provide all patients with a copy of the most current federal Vaccine Information Statement (VIS). You must document, in
the patient’s medical record or office log, the publication date of the VIS and the date it was given to the patient. Provide
non-English speaking patients with a copy of the VIS in their native language, if available; these can be found at
www.immunize.org/vis.
5. Administer 0.5 mL MMR vaccine subcutaneously (23–25g, " needle) in the posterolateral fat of the upper arm.
6. For adults in need of a second dose of MMR, observe a minimum interval of 4 weeks between the first and second doses.
7. Document each patient’s vaccine administration information and follow up in the following places:
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site
and route, and the name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given, record the reason(s)
for non-receipt of the vaccine (e.g., medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
8. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written emergency medical protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
9. Report all adverse reactions to MMR vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) at
www.vaers.hhs.gov or by calling (800) 822-7967. VAERS report forms are available at www.vaers.hhs.gov.
This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the_____________________________________ until
(name of practice or clinic)
rescinded or until __________________ (date).
Medical Director’s signature: _______________________________________ Effective date: _____________________
ZZZLPPXQL]HRUJFDWJGSSGI,WHP3 
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,PPXQL]DWLRQ$FWLRQ&RDOLWLRQ6HOE\$YH6W3DXO01  ZZZLPPXQL]HRUJZZZYDFFLQHLQIRUPDWLRQRUJ
76

Sample Declination Form
I have read, or have had read to me, information concerning the MMR
vaccine, and I have had an opportunity to ask questions about it. I
understand the benefits and risks of MMR vaccination as described.
However, I do not want the vaccine given to me.
I also understand that, because I work in a health care environment, I may
place patients and co-workers at risk if I work while infected with measles,
mumps, and/or rubella (German measles). By declining this vaccine, I
acknowledge that I will be at risk of acquiring measles, mumps, and/or
rubella and spreading it to others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
I do not think I will not contract measles, mumps, and/or rubella
I do not think these are serious illnesses
I had side effects after I received the vaccine in the past
I will stay home if I get any of these illnesses so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later choose to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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Facts About Chickenpox and Shingles for Adults
What is chickenpox?
Chickenpox, also known as varicella, is a very contagious disease caused by the varicella-zoster virus. It
is spread easily through the air by infected people when they sneeze or cough. The disease also spreads
through contact with an infected person's chickenpox blisters. Because chickenpox is very contagious, it
is possible for people who have never had chickenpox nor been vaccinated against it to become infected
just by being in a room with someone who has the disease. However, transient exposure is not likely to
result in infection.

Symptoms of chickenpox
Early symptoms may include body aches, fever, fatigue, and irritability. A rash then appears and
develops into as many as 250-500 itchy blisters over the entire body, that usually last for 5-7 days and
heal with scabs. The rash may even spread into the mouth or other internal parts of the body. The illness
is usually not severe, but the risk of hospitalization and death is increased among adolescents and adults.
Symptoms appear between 10 and 21 days after exposure to the varicella-zoster virus. Persons who were
vaccinated against chickenpox may sometimes develop chickenpox disease but the presentation is
usually mild, with approximately 50 or fewer red bumps that rarely evolve to blisters.

What is shingles?
Shingles, or herpes zoster, is a common illness that strikes about 1 million Americans each year, about
half of whom are 60 years of age and older. Shingles is caused by the varicella-zoster virus, the same
virus that causes chickenpox. When people are first infected with the varicella-zoster virus, usually as
children, they get chickenpox. Years or decades later, the virus can reactivate and cause shingles. Anyone
who has had chickenpox is at risk of shingles. Shingles is associated with normal aging and with
anything that weakens the immune system such as certain medications, cancers, or infections, but it can
also occur in healthy children and younger persons.

Symptoms of shingles
A painful, blistering rash tends to occur on one side of the body, usually on the trunk or face. There may
be pain, numbness or tingling of the area 2 to 4 days before the rash appears. Pain or numbness usually
resolves within weeks, but it can sometimes persist for much longer. Damage can occur to the eyes or
other organs if they are involved. One of the most serious long-term consequences of shingles is postherpetic neuralgia (PHN), a condition where pain persists after the rash has resolved. PHN pain can be
very difficult to treat and it can diminish quality of life and functioning to a degree comparable to
congestive heart failure, heart attack, type II diabetes and major depression.

Prevention
Chickenpox can be prevented by vaccination. Children who have never had chickenpox should get two
doses of chickenpox vaccine, with the 1st dose administered at 12 – 15 months of age and the 2nd at 4-6
years of age. Two doses, administered 4-8 weeks apart, are also recommended for people 13 years of age
or older. There is a safe and effective vaccine to prevent shingles. It prevents shingles in 50 percent of
those vaccinated and reduces the incidence of PHN by 66 percent. Although people who are vaccinated
may still get shingles, they are likely to experience a milder case than un-vaccinated persons.
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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Who should get chickenpox vaccine?
The chickenpox vaccine is recommended for all susceptible children and adults who do not have
contraindications for vaccination. A second dose catch-up varicella vaccination is recommended for
children, adolescents, and adults who previously had received only one dose. Persons belonging to the
following groups who have not received the vaccine and have not already had chickenpox should receive
special consideration because they are at a higher risk for exposure/transmission:


Healthcare workers.



College students.



Household contacts of
immunocompromised persons.



Residents and staff in institutional settings.



Inmates and staff of correctional
institutions



Military personnel.



Nonpregnant women of childbearing age.



Teachers and day care workers.



Non-immune persons who have been

exposed to chickenpox should receive
varicella vaccine to prevent or
diminish the severity of illness. The
vaccine is most effective if given
within 3 days (72 hours) to 5 days (120
hours) of the exposure. Vaccine is still
recommended after 5 days of the
exposure to prevent future disease if
this current exposure does not result in
disease.


.

international travelers

Who should get shingles vaccine?
The shingles vaccine is recommended for anyone 60 years of age and older to keep the varicella-zoster
virus from re-activating and causing shingles.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
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Facts About Chickenpox and Shingles for Adults
FACT:

Chickenpox (varicella) can be prevented with a vaccine. Sometimes vaccinated persons
come down with chickenpox after vaccination but the illness is usually mild with < 50
lesions.

FACT:

Chickenpox is contagious from 1 to 2 days before the appearance of rash until all blisters
have formed scabs or lesions fade away (if no blisters develop).

FACT:

Following exposure to an infectious person, it usually takes 10 to 21 days before the
symptoms of chickenpox begin to appear.

FACT:

Adults are more likely than children to die from chickenpox and have serious
complications resulting from varicella infection. Currently, less than 5% of adults are
susceptible to infection with the chickenpox virus; younger adults are more likely to be
susceptible.

FACT:

Immunocompromised people are more likely to have serious illness with complications
as a result of chickenpox. The best way to prevent infection in such people is by
immunizing their susceptible family members and their other close contacts. However,
some immunocompromised people are eligible for vaccination.

FACT:

If a pregnant woman gets varicella during the first 20 weeks of pregnancy, her baby has a
1 in a 100 risk of having serious birth defects such as shortening and scarring of limbs,
cataracts, small head size, abnormal development of the brain and mental retardation

FACT:

There are about 1 million cases of shingles diagnosed annually in the U.S. About half of
cases are in those 60 years of age and older.

FACT:

Shingles, typically affects people over 50 years of age and those whose immune systems
have been weakened by HIV infection, cancers, or treatment with immunosuppressive
drugs.

FACT:

There is a safe, effective vaccine to prevent shingles; it is recommended for everyone 60
years of age and older.

FACT:

Shingles is caused by the varicella-zoster virus.

FACT:

Initial infection with varicella-zoster cause chickenpox but the virus can then remain
silent in the body for decades. Reactivation of the virus causes shingles.

FACT:

Shingles causes a painful, blistering rash that usually appears on just one side of the
body, most often on the torso or face.

FACT:

Pain and numbness may occur in the location of the rash two to four days before the rash
appears.

FACT:

The chance of getting shingles increases with age.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2009
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FACT:

Post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN), a long-lasting shingles pain syndrome, is the most
common complication of shingles.

FACT:

PHN diminishes quality of life to a degree similar to congestive heart failure, heart attack,
type II diabetes and major depression.

FACT:

Antiviral medications can be used to treat shingles in its acute stage; however, these
medications do not have an effect on whether PHN will persist afterward.

FACT:

Medications used to treat PHN pain are only modestly effective.

FACT:

There is a vaccine available that reduces the risk of risk of shingles by 50% and the risk
of post-herpetic neuralgia by 66%.

FACT:

The vaccine is recommended for people even if they’ve had shingles before because
shingles can recur. The vaccine should also be given to people in the recommended age
groups even if they cannot recall if they have ever had chickenpox.

Vaccine Safety
Research has shown 1-dose chickenpox vaccine to be 70-90% effective in preventing disease and 95% effective in
preventing severe disease. Two doses of vaccine were 99% effective in preventing disease in children in clinical
trials. Varicella vaccine is also very safe. The most common side effects are mild and may include pain and
redness at the injection site. A mild rash may develop. As with any medicine, there are very small risks that
serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential risks associated with varicella
disease are much greater than the potential risks associated with the varicella vaccine.
Research has shown shingles vaccine to be 51% effective in preventing shingles and 67% effective in preventing
the painful condition of post-herpetic neuralgia, one of the most common complications of shingles. No specific
safety concerns arose during the shingles vaccine trial. The most common side-effects following the shingles
vaccine are redness, pain, tenderness, and swelling at the injection site and headache.

National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
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CHICKENPOX VACCINE
WHAT YOU NEED TO

KNOW

Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis.

1

Catch-Up

Why get vaccinated?

Anyone who is not fully vaccinated, and never had
chickenpox, should receive one or two doses of
chickenpox vaccine. The timing of these doses
depends on the person’s age. Ask your provider.

Chickenpox (also called varicella) is a common
childhood disease. It is usually mild, but it can be
serious, especially in young infants and adults.
• It causes a rash, itching, fever, and tiredness.

Chickenpox vaccine may be given at the same time
as other vaccines.

• It can lead to severe skin infection, scars,
pneumonia, brain damage, or death.

Note: A “combination” vaccine called MMRV,
which contains both chickenpox and MMR vaccines, may be given instead of the two individual
vaccines to people 12 years of age and younger.

• The chickenpox virus can be spread from person
to person through the air, or by contact with fluid
from chickenpox blisters.

3

• A person who has had chickenpox can get a
painful rash called shingles years later.

• People should not get chickenpox vaccine if they
have ever had a life-threatening allergic reaction
to a previous dose of chickenpox vaccine or to
gelatin or the antibiotic neomycin.

• Before the vaccine, about 11,000 people were
hospitalized for chickenpox each year in the
United States.
• Before the vaccine, about 100 people died each year
as a result of chickenpox in the United States.

• People who are moderately or severely ill at the
time the shot is scheduled should usually wait
until they recover before getting chickenpox
vaccine.

Chickenpox vaccine can prevent chickenpox.
Most people who get chickenpox vaccine will not get
chickenpox. But if someone who has been vaccinated
does get chickenpox, it is usually very mild. They
will have fewer blisters, are less likely to have a fever,
and will recover faster.

2

• Pregnant women should wait to get chickenpox
vaccine until after they have given birth. Women
should not get pregnant for 1 month after getting
chickenpox vaccine.
• Some people should check with their doctor about
whether they should get chickenpox vaccine,
including anyone who:
- Has HIV/AIDS or another disease that affects
the immune system
- Is being treated with drugs that affect the
immune system, such as steroids, for 2 weeks or
longer
- Has any kind of cancer
- Is getting cancer treatment with radiation or
drugs

Who should get chickenpox
vaccine and when?

Routine
Children who have never had chickenpox should get 2
doses of chickenpox vaccine at these ages:
1st Dose:

12-15 months of age

2nd Dose: 4-6 years of age (may be given earlier,
if at least 3 months after the 1st dose)
People 13 years of age and older (who have never had
chickenpox or received chickenpox vaccine) should
get two doses at least 28 days apart.

Chickenpox

Some people should not get
chickenpox vaccine or should wait

• People who recently had a transfusion or were
given other blood products should ask their
doctor when they may get chickenpox vaccine.

3/13/08

Ask your provider for more information.
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4

allergic reaction can include difficulty breathing,
hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness,
a fast heart beat or dizziness.

What are the risks from
chickenpox vaccine?

A vaccine, like any medicine, is capable of causing
serious problems, such as severe allergic reactions.
The risk of chickenpox vaccine causing serious harm,
or death, is extremely small.

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right
away.
• Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.

Getting chickenpox vaccine is much safer than
getting chickenpox disease. Most people who get
chickenpox vaccine do not have any problems with it.
Reactions are usually more likely after the first dose
than after the second.

• Ask your provider to report the reaction by filing a
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
form.
Or you can file this report through the VAERS
website at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

Mild Problems
• Soreness or swelling where the shot was given
(about 1 out of 5 children and up to 1 out of 3
adolescents and adults)

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

• Fever (1 person out of 10, or less)

6

• Mild rash, up to a month after vaccination (1
person out of 25). It is possible for these people to
infect other members of their household, but this
is extremely rare.

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

A federal program has been created to help people
who may have been harmed by a vaccine.
For details about the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit
their website at
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Moderate Problems
• Seizure (jerking or staring) caused by fever (very
rare).
Severe Problems

7

• Pneumonia (very rare)
Other serious problems, including severe brain reactions and low blood count, have been reported after
chickenpox vaccination. These happen so rarely
experts cannot tell whether they are caused by the
vaccine or not. If they are, it is extremely rare.

• Ask your provider. They can give you the
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.
• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)
- Visit CDC website at: www.cdc.gov/vaccines

Note: The first dose of MMRV vaccine
has been associated with rash and higher
rates of fever than MMR and varicella
vaccines given separately. Rash has been
reported in about 1 person in 20 and fever
in about 1 person in 5.
Seizures caused by a fever are also reported
more often after MMRV. These usually
occur 5-12 days after the first dose.

5

How can I learn more?

What if there is a moderate or
severe reaction?
department of health and human services

What should I look for?

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
Varicella Vaccine (3/13/08)
42 U.S.C. §300aa-26

• Any unusual condition, such as a high fever,
weakness, or behavior changes. Signs of a serious
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SHINGLES VACCINE
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See http://www.immunize.org/vis.

1

Shingles is far more common in people 50
years of age and older than in younger
people. It is also more common in people
whose immune systems are weakened
because of a disease such as cancer, or
drugs such as steroids or chemotherapy.

What is shingles?

Shingles is a painful skin rash, often with
blisters. It is also called Herpes Zoster, or
just Zoster.
A shingles rash usually appears
on one side of the face or body
and lasts from 2 to 4 weeks.
Its main symptom is pain,
which can be quite severe.
Other symptoms of shingles
can include fever, headache,
chills and upset stomach.
Very rarely, a shingles
infection can lead to pneumonia,
hearing problems, blindness,
brain inammation
(encephalitis) or death.

At least 1 million people a year in the
United States get shingles.

2

Shingles vaccine

A vaccine for shingles was licensed in 2006.
In clinical trials, the vaccine reduced the
risk of shingles by 50%. It can also reduce
pain in people who still get shingles after
being vaccinated.
A single dose of shingles vaccine is recommended
for adults 60 years of age and older.

3

Some people should not get

For about 1 person in 5,
shingles vaccine or should wait
severe pain can continue
even long after the rash
A person should not get shingles vaccine
clears up. This is called
who:
post-herpetic neuralgia.
• has ever had a life-threatening allergic
reaction to gelatin, the antibiotic
Shingles is caused by the Varicella Zoster
neomycin, or any other component of
virus, the same virus that causes chickenpox.
shingles vaccine. Tell your doctor if you
Only someone who has had chickenpox – or,
have any severe allergies.
rarely, has gotten chickenpox vaccine – can
• has a weakened immune system because
get shingles. The virus stays in your body,
of current:
and can cause shingles many years later.
- AIDS or another disease that affects
You can’t catch shingles from another
the immune system,
person with shingles. However, a person
- treatment with drugs that affect the
who has never had chickenpox (or chickenimmune system, such as prolonged use
pox vaccine) could get chickenpox from
of high-dose steroids,
someone with shingles. This is not very
- cancer treatment such as radiation or
common.
chemotherapy,
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- cancer affecting the bone marrow or
lymphatic system, such as leukemia or
lymphoma.

include difculty breathing, weakness,
hoarseness or wheezing, a fast heart beat,
hives, dizziness, paleness, or swelling of the
throat.

• is pregnant, or might be pregnant. Women
should not become pregnant until at least What should I do?
4 weeks after getting shingles vaccine.
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor
Someone with a minor acute illness, such as
right away.
a cold, may be vaccinated. But anyone with
• Tell your doctor what happened, the date
a moderate or severe acute illness should
and time it happened, and when the
usually wait until they recover before getvaccination was given.
ting the vaccine. This includes anyone with
• Ask your provider to report the reaction
a temperature of 101.3° F or higher.
by ling a Vaccine Adverse Event
Reporting System (VAERS) form. Or you
What are the risks from
can le this report through the VAERS
shingles vaccine?
website at http://www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by
A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly
calling 1-800-822-7967.
cause serious problems, such as severe
VAERS does not provide medical advice.
allergic reactions. However, the risk of a
vaccine causing serious harm, or death, is
How can I learn more?
extremely small.

4

6

• Ask your doctor or other health care
provider. They can give you the vaccine
package insert or suggest other sources
of information.

No serious problems have been identied
with shingles vaccine.
Mild Problems
• Redness, soreness, swelling, or itching
at the site of the injection (about 1
person in 3).

• Contact the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)

• Headache (about 1 person in 70).

- Visit the CDC’s website at
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines

Like all vaccines, shingles vaccine is being
closely monitored for unusual or severe
problems.

5

What if there is a moderate or
severe reaction?

What should I look for?
Any unusual condition, such as a severe
allergic reaction or a high fever. If a severe
allergic reaction occurred, it would be within a few minutes to an hour after the shot.
Signs of a serious allergic reaction can

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Vaccine Information Statement
Shingles
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6WDQGLQJ2UGHUVIRU$GPLQLVWHULQJ9DULFHOOD &KLFNHQSR[ 9DFFLQHWR$GXOWV
3XUSRVH To reduce morbidity and mortality from varicella (chickenpox) by vaccinating all adults who meet the criteria

established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
3ROLF\Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where allowed

by state law), may vaccinate adults who meet any of the criteria below.
3URFHGXUH
1. Identify adults in need of varicella (chickenpox) vaccination who (a) were born in the U.S. in 1980 or later or (b) are a healthcare
worker or non-U.S.-born person, and who also meet any of the following criteria:
• lack documentation of 2 doses of varicella vaccine
• lack a history of varicella based on diagnosis or verification of varicella by a healthcare provider
• lack a history of herpes zoster based on healthcare provider diagnosis
• lack laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease
Note: Because HIV-infected adults are at increased risk of severe disease from varicella, vaccination may be considered (2 doses,
given 3 months apart) for HIV-infected adults and adolescents with CD4+ T-lymphocytes count >200 cells/μL.
2. Screen all patients for contraindications and precautions to varicella vaccine:
a. Contraindications:
• a history of a serious reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose of varicella vaccine or to a varicella vaccine component. For
a list of vaccine components, go to www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/B/excipient-table-2.pdf.
• pregnant now or may become pregnant within 1 month (pregnant women should be vaccinated upon completion or termination of pregnancy)
• having any malignant condition, including blood dyscrasias, leukemia, lymphomas of any type, or other malignant neoplasms
affecting the bone marrow or lymphatic systems
• receiving high-dose systemic immunosuppressive therapy (e.g., two weeks or more of daily recipt of 20 mg or more
[or 2 mg/kg body weight or more] of prednisone or equivalent)
• an adult or adolescent with CD4+ T-lymphocytes count <200 cells/μL
• family history of congenital or hereditary immunodeficiency in first-degree relatives (e.g., parents, siblings) unless the immune
competence of the potential vaccine recipient has been clinically substantiated or verified by a laboratory
b. Precautions:
• recent (within the past 11 months) receipt of antibody-containing blood product (specific interval depends onproduct)
• moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever
3. Provide all patients with a copy of the most current federal Vaccine Information Statement (VIS). You must document, in the
patient’s medical record or office log, the publication date of the VIS and the date it was given to the patient. Provide non-English
speaking patients with a copy of the VIS in their native language, if available; these can be found at www.immunize.org/vis.
4. Administer 0.5 mL varicella vaccine subcutaneously (23–25g, " needle) in the posterolateral fat of the upper arm.
5. Administer a second dose 4–8 weeks after the first dose.
6. Document each patient’s vaccine administration information and follow up in the following places:
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site and route,
and the name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given, record the reason(s) for non-receipt of
the vaccine (e.g., medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
7. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written emergency
medical protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
8. Report all adverse reactions to varicella vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) at
www.vaers.hhs.gov or by calling (800) 822-7967. VAERS report forms are available at www.vaers.hhs.gov.

This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the_____________________________________ until
(name of practice or clinic)
rescinded or until __________________ (date).
Medical Director’s signature: _______________________________________ Effective date: _____________________

ZZZLPPXQL]HRUJFDWJGSSGI,WHP3 
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Sample Declination Form
I have read, or have had read to me, information concerning the varicella
vaccine, and I have had an opportunity to ask questions about it. I
understand the benefits and risks of varicella vaccination as described.
However, I do not want the vaccine at this time.
I also understand that, because I work in a health care environment, I may
put patients and co-workers at risk if I work while infected with varicella
(chickenpox). By declining this vaccine, I acknowledge that I will be at risk
of acquiring varicella and spreading it to others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
I already have had chickenpox
I do not think I will contract chickenpox
I do not think chickenpox is a serious disease
I had side effects when I was vaccinated against chickenpox in the past
I will stay home if I get chickenpox so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later decide to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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Facts About Tetanus for Adults
What is tetanus?
Tetanus, commonly called lockjaw, is caused by a bacterial toxin, or poison, that affects the nervous system. It is contracted
through a cut or wound that becomes contaminated with tetanus bacteria. The bacteria can get in through even a tiny
pinprick or scratch, but deep puncture wounds or cuts like those made by nails or knives are especially susceptible to
infection with tetanus. Tetanus bacteria are present worldwide and are commonly found in soil, dust and manure. Tetanus
causes severe muscle spasms, including “locking” of the jaw so the patient cannot open his/her mouth or swallow, and may
lead to death by suffocation. Tetanus is not transmitted from person to person.

Prevention

Symptoms

Vaccination is the only way to protect against tetanus. Due
to widespread immunization, tetanus is now a rare disease
in the U.S. A booster immunization against tetanus is
recommended every 10 years. A new combination vaccine,
called Tdap, protects against tetanus, diphtheria and
pertussis, and should be used for persons 11-64 years
instead of Td (tetanus-diphtheria vaccine). Td should be
used for adults 65 years and older. Adolescents and adults
who have never received immunization against tetanus
should start with a 3-dose primary series given over 7 to 12
months.

Common first signs of tetanus include muscular stiffness in
the jaw (lockjaw) followed by stiffness of the neck,
difficulty in swallowing, rigidity of abdominal muscles,
generalized spasms, sweating and fever.
Symptoms usually begin 7 days after bacteria enter the
body through a wound, but this incubation period may
range from 3 days to 3 weeks.

Who should get Tdap or Td vaccine?









All adults aged 19-64 years who have not already received Tdap and have not had a Td booster immunization in the
last 10 years should receive a single dose of Tdap (rather than Td). Adults >65 years who have not had a Td
booster in the last 10 years should receive Td.
Older adults and diabetics, who are at higher risk for tetanus, should carefully review of their history of tetanus
immunization and receive Td or Tdap if they have not had a Td in the last 10 years.
Adults who have never received immunization against tetanus should receive a three dose primary series.
Adults who are health-care workers or who are in contact with infants <1 year of age should also receive Tdap
vaccine if they have not had a Td in the past 2 years, in order to protect against pertussis (whooping cough).
All adolescents and adults who deferred their regular booster during 2001-2002 because of shortages of the vaccine
– the supply problems have been resolved.
Adolescents aged 11-18 years who have not already received Tdap or Td should receive a single dose of Tdap
(rather than Td) to add protection against pertussis (whooping cough).
Any adult or adolescent who has recovered from tetanus (lockjaw) disease should receive Tdap or Td.

Vaccine Safety
Tetanus vaccine and the combination Td and Tdap vaccines are very safe and effective. Most people have no problems with
either. When side effects do occur, they usually include soreness and redness or swelling at the injection site. As with any
medicine, there are very small risks that serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. However, the potential risks
associated with tetanus disease are much greater than the potential risks associated with the tetanus vaccine. You cannot get
tetanus from the vaccine.
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Facts About Tetanus for Adults
FACT:

Tetanus can be prevented with safe and effective vaccines.

FACT:

You cannot get tetanus from the vaccine.

FACT:

Tetanus is caused by a toxin produced by a type of bacteria found worldwide in
soil, dust and manure.

FACT:

Tetanus is not transmitted from one person to another; vaccination provides
protection of the vaccinated individual only.

FACT:

Almost all reported cases of tetanus occur in persons who either have never
received the primary series of tetanus-preventing immunizations, or those who
completed a primary series but have not had a booster vaccination in the past 10
years.

FACT:

Approximately 10-20% of reported cases of tetanus are fatal.

FACT:

In the U.S., where 50 or fewer cases of tetanus occur each year, deaths are more
likely to occur in persons 60 years of age and older and in persons who are
diabetic.

FACT:

People with tetanus may have to spend several weeks in the hospital under
intensive care and frequently require ventilator support.

FACT:

For adults, a tetanus booster every 10 years ensures protection against tetanus.
Tdap booster provides protection against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis, and Td
provides protection against tetanus and diphtheria.

FACT:

Recovery from tetanus may not result in immunity. Patients recovering from
tetanus should be immunized soon after their condition has stabilized.
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Facts About Diphtheria for Adults
What is diphtheria?
Diphtheria is an acute bacterial disease that usually affects the tonsils, throat, nose and/or skin. It is usually spread from
person to person by breathing in droplets that contain diphtheria bacteria. These droplets are produced after an infected
person has coughed, sneezed or even laughed. The disease can also be spread by contact with items such as drinking glasses
and soiled tissues which are contaminated by discharges from an infected person. Diphtheria bacteria can cause a
“membrane’ to form over the throat that can lead to breathing problems. Untreated diphtheria can occasionally result in
heart failure, paralysis or death. Although no longer a common disease in the US, diphtheria remains a large problem in
other countries and can pose a serious threat to those not fully immunized who travel to other countries or have contact with
international travelers coming to the US.

Prevention

Symptoms

There is a vaccine to prevent diphtheria. Most people
receive their first doses as children in the form of a
combined vaccine called DTwP (diphtheria-tetanuswhole-cell pertussis) or DTaP (diphtheria and tetanus
toxoids and acellular pertussis). At age 11 –12,
children also receive a booster dose of a combined
vaccine called Td (tetanus and diphtheria toxoids )or
Tdap (tetanus and diphtheria toxoids and acellular
pertussis for adolescents and adults)

In its early stages, diphtheria may be mistaken
for a severe sore throat. Other symptoms include
a low grade fever and enlarged lymph nodes
(swollen glands) located in the neck. Another
presentation of diphtheria can be skin lesions
that may be painful, red and swollen. Symptoms
usually appear 2 to 4 days after infection, with a
range of 1 to 6 days. Untreated diphtheria
patients may continue to carry diphtheria
bacteria and can be contagious for up to 4 weeks.
Some persons may also carry the diphtheria
bacteria and spread the disease even though they
themselves do not develop symptoms.

For adults, a combination vaccine, called a Td
booster, protects against both tetanus and diphtheria.
It should be administered once every 10 years from
the last dose of a diphtheria-containing vaccine to
maintain immunity Adults 19-64 years should receive
a single dose of Tdap to replace one Td booster.

Who should get Td/Tdap vaccine?


All persons who did not receive a primary series of immunization against tetanus and diphtheria during
childhood.



Persons who have not received a booster dose within the past 10 years.




All adolescents and adults who deferred their regular booster during 2001-2002 because of shortages of the vaccine
– the supply problems have been resolved.
Among adolescents aged 11-18 years and adults 19-64 years who have not already received Tdap (Td in
combination with acellular pertussis antigens), a single dose of Tdap is preferred for the regular booster (rather than
Td) to add protection against pertussis (whooping cough) .



Adults who have recovered from diphtheria disease.

Vaccine Safety
The tetanus and diphtheria (Td) and tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccines are very
safe, and very few people experience any side effects. When side effects do occur, they are usually
soreness, redness or swelling at the injection site, and a slight fever. As with any medicine, there are
very small risks that serious problems could occur after getting the vaccine. The potential risks
associated with diphtheria are much greater than the potential risks associated with the diphtheria
vaccine. You cannot get diphtheria from the vaccine.
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Facts About Diphtheria for Adults
FACT:

Diphtheria can be prevented with safe and effective vaccines.

FACT:

You cannot get diphtheria from the vaccine.

FACT:

Diphtheria is transmitted to others through close contact with discharges from an
infected person’s nose, throat, eyes and/or skin lesions.

FACT:

Nearly one out of every 10 people who get diphtheria will die from it.

FACT:

Diphtheria can lead to breathing problems, and sometimes heart failure, paralysis
or death if untreated.

FACT:

Most cases of diphtheria occur among people who are unvaccinated or
inadequately vaccinated.

FACT:

Contracting diphtheria is not always followed by lasting immunity, so even those
persons who have recently recovered from the disease need to be immunized.

FACT:

A tetanus-diphtheria (Td) shot every 10 years gives protection against both tetanus
and diphtheria. A tetanus-diphtheria-acellular pertussis (Tdap) shot gives
protection against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis.

FACT:

Although no longer a common disease in the United States, diphtheria remains a
large problem in other countries and can pose a serious threat to United States
citizens who may not be fully immunized and who travel to other countries or
have contact with immigrants or international travelers coming to the U.S.

FACT:

An epidemic of diphtheria in Eastern Europe and the newly independent states of
the former Soviet Union resulted in over 160, 000 cases and over 4,000 deaths
between 1990 and 2001.
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Facts About Pertussis for Adults
What is pertussis?
Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, is a serious infection that spreads easily from person to person. The
infection causes coughing spells so severe that it can be hard to breathe, eat or sleep. Coughing can even lead to
cracked ribs, and is also complicated by pneumonia or hospitalization.
Pertussis has been on the rise in the United States since an all-time low of just over 1,000 cases were reported in
1976. While 25,616 cases were reported to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 2005,
the vast majority of cases go unreported and some estimates of true incidence range from one to three million
cases annually.

Symptoms
Early symptoms of pertussis are similar to the common cold or bronchitis and may include runny nose, sneezing
and low-grade fever. Spasms of coughing then become progressively worse, accompanied by vomiting or
incontinence, Sometimes a “whoop” sound occurs while gasping for breath at the end of a coughing spell.
Adults rarely have the classic “whoop”, but the spasms of cough can last for weeks, even months.

Prevention
Whooping cough is most contagious before the coughing starts, so the most effective way to prevent it is
through immunization. The whooping cough booster vaccine for adults (and adolescents) is called Tdap
(tetanus-diphtheria-acellular pertussis). Children get a different formulation, called DTaP. Both protect against
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis.
Two Tdap vaccines are currently licensed for use in the U.S. One preparation can be used for both adults and
adolescents, and the other has been approved for use only in adolescents:
•
•

ADACEL (sanofi pasteur) for use in persons 11 to 64 years of age
Boostrix (GlaxoSmithKline) for use in persons 10 to 18 years of age

Who should get the Tdap vaccine?
The CDC recommends that adults 19 to 64 years of age (and adolescents 11 to 18 years of age) receive a single
dose of Tdap in place of the next Td (tetanus-diphtheria) booster recommended for all adults and adolescents. In
addition, the CDC has issued recommendations for specific adult populations to have the dose of Tdap before
the usual 10 year interval after the last booster dose of Td :
• Adults who have or who anticipate having close contact with infants younger than 12 months of age.
(e.g., parents, grandparents younger than 65 years of age, childcare providers, healthcare workers)
• Healthcare personnel in hospitals or ambulatory care settings who have direct patient contact. Priority is
given to vaccination of workers in direct contact with infants younger than 12 months of age.
• Pregnant women after delivery, before discharge from the hospital or birthing center.

Vaccine Safety
The Tdap vaccine is safe. Reactions to the vaccine are usually mild. The most common reactions after
vaccination are pain and redness at the injection site. Other adverse events are possible. Please consult with your
doctor. A healthcare professional should be informed if you have developed Guillain-Barré syndrome within six
weeks following a prior tetanus vaccination, if you are pregnant or nursing, or if you have experienced Arthustype hypersensitivity reactions (i.e., rare but severe, exaggerated local reactions) following a prior tetanus
vaccine.
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Facts About Pertussis for Adults
FACT:

Pertussis is a serious infectious disease that has been on the rise in the United States
over the last decade, across all age groups.

FACT:

Protection against pertussis from early childhood vaccines wears off, leaving adults and
adolescents at risk for infection.

FACT:

The Chinese refer to pertussis as the “cough of 100 days” due to the prolonged, dry
cough that is experienced by infected individuals.

FACT:

Pertussis can be difficult to diagnose because early symptoms may appear like the
common cold or bronchitis.

FACT:

Pertussis causes coughing spells that can affect breathing, eating and sleeping. It can
even lead to cracked ribs and hospitalization.

FACT:

Pertussis causes coughing that lasts for weeks, even months. Sometimes a “whoop”
sound occurs while gasping for breath during a bad coughing spell. However, the
“whoop” is not always present; adults rarely have the classic “whoop.”

FACT:

The vast majority of cases are not reported. While 25,616 cases of pertussis were
reported to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2005, experts
estimate that the true number may actually be one to three million cases annually.

FACT:

Adults and adolescents can spread pertussis to infants who have not yet had all of their
vaccines, even before a cough develops. Infants have the highest rates of pertussis
complications and deaths.

FACT:

Parents, grandparents and older siblings are often the source of pertussis in infants.

FACT:

A booster vaccine, known as Tdap (tetanus-diphtheria-acellular pertussis), is available
to protect against pertussis. One formulation can be used for adults and adolescents. The
other has been approved for adolescents only.

FACT:

The pertussis booster vaccine protects against two other important diseases–– tetanus
and diphtheria.

FACT:

The CDC recommends that adults 19 to 64 years of age (and adolescents 11 to 18 years
of age) receive a single dose of Tdap in place of the Td (tetanus-diphtheria) booster
previously recommended for all adults.

FACT:

The CDC also recommends that adults in close contact with infants younger than 12
months of age, healthcare personnel with direct patient contact — especially with
infants younger than 12 months of age — and pregnant women directly after delivery
receive a single dose of Tdap.
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ACIP Provisional Recommendations for Health Care Personnel on use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced
Diphtheria Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine (Tdap) and use of Postexposure Antimicrobial
Prophylaxis
Date of ACIP vote: February 23, 2011
Date of posting of provisional recommendations: April 4, 2011
Scheduled date of publication of recommendations in CDC Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report:
fall 2011 (Immunization of Healthcare Personnel) and 2012 (full pertussis-containing
vaccines recommendations)

On February 23, 2011 the ACIP approved revised recommendations for healthcare personnel on use of
tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis vaccine (Tdap) and use of
postexposure antimicrobial prophylaxis. Revised recommendations on use of Tdap in healthcare
personnel incorporate the changes made by ACIP at the October 2010 meeting and support direct
language to remove barriers to facilitate the uptake of Tdap.
Use of Tdap in healthcare personnel:
x The ACIP recommends that all healthcare personnel (HCP), regardless of age, should receive a
single dose of Tdap as soon as feasible if they have not previously received Tdap and regardless
of the time since last Td dose.
x

Tdap is not currently licensed for multiple administrations. After receipt of Tdap, HCP should
receive routine booster immunization against tetanus and diphtheria according to previously
published guidelines.

x

Hospitals¶¶ and ambulatory-care facilities should provide Tdap for HCP and use approaches that
maximize vaccination rates (e.g., education about the benefits of vaccination, convenient
access, and the provision of Tdap at no charge).

Postexposure antimicrobial prophylaxis in healthcare personnel:
x

Healthcare facilities should maximize efforts to prevent transmission of Bordetella pertussis.
Respiratory precautions should be taken to prevent unprotected exposure to pertussis.

x

Data on the need for postexposure antimicrobial prophylaxis in Tdap-vaccinated HCP are
inconclusive. Some vaccinated HCP are still at risk for B. pertussis. Tdap may not preclude the
need for postexposure antimicrobial prophylaxis.

x

Postexposure antimicrobial prophylaxis is recommend for all HCP who have unprotected
exposure to pertussis and are likely to expose a patient at risk for severe pertussis (e.g.,
hospitalized neonates and pregnant women). Other HCP should either receive postexposure
antimicrobial prophylaxis or be monitored daily for 21 days after pertussis exposure and
treated at the onset of signs and symptoms of pertussis.

¶¶

Hospitals, as defined by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, do not
include long-term–care facilities such as nursing homes, skilled-nursing facilities, or rehabilitation and
convalescent care facilities. Ambulatory-care settings include all outpatient and walk-in facilities.

This document available at: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/provisional/default.htm
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ACIPProvisionalRecommendationsforPregnantWomenonUseofTetanusToxoid,Reduced
DiphtheriaToxoidandAcellularPertussisVaccine(Tdap)

DateofACIPvote:June22,2011
Dateofpostingofprovisionalrecommendations:August5,2011

OnJune22,2011,theACIPapprovedrecommendationsforuseoftetanustoxoid,reduceddiphtheria
toxoidandacellularpertussisvaccine(Tdap)forpregnantwomen,andupdatedTdaprecommendations
forpersonsincontactwithinfantsandspecialsituations.Theserecommendationsareinlinewiththe
overallCDCstrategytoreducetheburdenofpertussisdiseaseininfantsandareconsistentwithexisting
ACIPrecommendationsforuseofTdap.

Summaryofnewrecommendations:
UseofTdapinpregnantwomen
Women’shealthcareprovidersshouldimplementaTdapvaccinationprogramforpregnantwomenwho
previouslyhavenotreceivedTdap.HealthcareprovidersshouldadministerTdapduringpregnancy,
preferablyduringthethirdorlatesecondtrimester*.Alternatively,ifnotadministeredduring
pregnancy,Tdapshouldbeadministeredimmediatelypostpartum.

Vaccinationofadolescentsandadultsincontactwithinfants
Adolescentsandadultswhohaveorwhoanticipatehavingclosecontactwithaninfantagedlessthan
12months(e.g.,parents,siblings,grandparents,childcareprovidersandhealthcareproviders)andwho
previouslyhavenotreceivedTdapshouldreceiveasingledoseofTdaptoprotectagainstpertussis.
Ideally,theseadolescentsandadultsshouldreceiveTdapatleast2weeksbeforebeginningclose
contactwiththeinfant.

Specialsituations
Pregnantwomenduefortetanusbooster
Ifatetanusanddiphtheriaboostervaccinationisindicatedduringpregnancyforawomanwhohas
previouslynotreceivedTdap(i.e.,morethan10yearssincepreviousTd),thenhealthcareproviders
shouldadministerTdapduringpregnancy,preferablyduringthethirdorlatesecondtrimester*.

Woundmanagementforpregnantwomen
Aspartofstandardwoundmanagementcaretopreventtetanus,atetanustoxoid–containingvaccine
mightberecommendedforwoundmanagementinapregnantwomanif5yearsormorehaveelapsed
sincethepreviousTd.IfaTdboosterisindicatedforapregnantwomanwhopreviouslyhasnot
receivedTdap,healthcareprovidersshouldadministerTdap.

Pregnantwomenwithunknownorincompletetetanusvaccination
Toensureprotectionagainstmaternalandneonataltetanus,pregnantwomenwhoneverhavebeen
vaccinatedagainsttetanusshouldreceivethreevaccinationscontainingtetanusandreduceddiphtheria
toxoidsduringpregnancy.Therecommendedscheduleis0,4weeks,and6to12months.Tdapshould
replace1doseofTd,preferablyduringthethirdorlatesecondtrimester*ofpregnancy.


*After20weeksgestation

Thisdocumentavailableat:http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/provisional/default.htm
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Summary Basis for Regulatory Action
Date: July 8, 2011
From: CDR Edward W. Wolfgang, MSA, BSN, Chair of the Review Committee
LT Juan C. Lacayo, Ph.D., Regulatory Project Manager
BLA/ STN: 125106/680
Applicant Name: GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals (GSK)
Date of Submission: September 20, 2010
Proprietary Name/Established Name: Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid and
Acellular Pertussis Vaccine, Adsorbed, (Tdap), Boostrix®
Proposed Indication: Active immunization against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis in
individuals 65 years of age and older.
Recommended Action: Approval
Signatory Authorities Action: Approval
Offices Signatory Authority: Wellington Sun, M.D., Director, DVRPA
 I concur with the summary review.
 I concur with the summary review and include a separate review to add further analysis.
 I do not concur with the summary review and include a separate review.
Specific Documentation used in
Developing the SBRA
Clinical Review
Pharmacovigilance Review
Statistical Review
CMC Review
CMC Review
Biomonitoring Review
Electronic Integrity Review
Labeling Reviews

Reviewer Name – Document Date
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Lihan Yan Ph.D.
Leslie Wagner
Drusilla Burns, Ph.D.
Lillian Ortega
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Juan C. Lacayo, Ph.D.
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VACCINE

TETANUS, DIPHTHERIA (Td)
or TETANUS,
DIPHTHERIA, PERTUSSIS (Tdap)

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis.

1

3

Why get vaccinated?

Children 6 years of age and younger are routinely vaccinated
against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis. But older children,
adolescents, and adults need protection from these diseases
too. Td (Tetanus, Diphtheria) and Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) vaccines provide that protection.

Routine: Adolescents 11 through 18
• A dose of Tdap is recommended for adolescents who got
DTaP or DTP as children and have not yet gotten a
booster dose of Td. The preferred age is 11-12.
• Adolescents who have already gotten a booster dose of
Td are encouraged to get a dose of Tdap as well, for
protection against pertussis. Waiting at least 5 years
between Td and Tdap is encouraged, but not required.

TETANUS (Lockjaw) causes painful muscle spasms, usually
all over the body.
• It can lead to tightening of the jaw muscles so the victim
cannot open his mouth or swallow. Tetanus kills about 1
out of 5 people who are infected.

• Adolescents who did not get all their scheduled doses
of DTaP or DTP as children should complete the series
using a combination of Td and Tdap.

DIPHTHERIA causes a thick covering in the back of the throat.
• It can lead to breathing problems, paralysis, heart
failure, and even death.

Routine: Adults 19 and Older
• All adults should get a booster dose of Td every 10 years.
Adults under 65 who have never gotten Tdap should
substitute it for the next booster dose.

PERTUSSIS (Whooping Cough) causes severe coughing
spells, vomiting, and disturbed sleep.
• It can lead to weight loss, incontinence, rib fractures and
passing out from violent coughing. Up to 2 in 100 adolescents and 5 in 100 adults with pertussis are hospitalized
or have complications, including pneumonia.

• Adults under 65 who expect to have close contact with
an infant younger than 12 months of age (including
women who may become pregnant) should get a dose of
Tdap. Waiting at least 2 years since the last dose of Td is
suggested, but not required.

These three diseases are all caused by bacteria. Diphtheria
and pertussis are spread from person to person. Tetanus
enters the body through cuts, scratches, or wounds.

• Healthcare workers under 65 who have direct patient contact
in hospitals or clinics should get a dose of Tdap. A 2-year
interval since the last Td is suggested, but not required.

The United States averaged more than 1,300 cases of tetanus
and 175,000 cases of diphtheria each year before vaccines.
Since vaccines have been available, tetanus cases have fallen
by over 96% and diphtheria cases by over 99.9%.

New mothers who have never gotten Tdap should get a dose
as soon as possible after delivery. If vaccination is needed
during pregnancy, Td is usually preferred over Tdap.

Protection After a Wound

Before 2005, only children younger than than 7 years of age
could get pertussis vaccine. In 2004 there were more than
8,000 cases of pertussis in the U.S. among adolescents and
more than 7,000 cases among adults.

2

Which vaccine, and when?

A person who gets a severe cut or burn might need a dose of
Td or Tdap to prevent tetanus infection. Tdap may be used
for people who have never had a dose. But Td should be used
if Tdap is not available, or for:
- anybody who has already had a dose of Tdap,
- children 7 through 9 years of age, or
- adults 65 and older.

Td and Tdap vaccines

• Td vaccine has been used for many years. It protects
against tetanus and diphtheria.

Tdap and Td may be given at the same time as other vaccines.

• Tdap was licensed in 2005. It is the ﬁrst vaccine for adolescents and adults that protects against all three diseases.

4

Note: At this time, Tdap is licensed for only one lifetime dose per
person. Td is given every 10 years, and more often if needed.

Some people should not be
vaccinated or should wait

• Anyone who has had a life-threatening allergic reaction after a
dose of DTP, DTaP, DT, or Td should not get Td or Tdap.

These vaccines can be used in three ways: 1) as catch-up for
people who did not get all their doses of DTaP or DTP when
they were children, 2) as a booster dose every 10 years, and 3)
for protection against tetanus infection after a wound.

• Anyone who has a severe allergy to any component of a
vaccine should not get that vaccine. Tell your provider if
the person getting the vaccine has any severe allergies.
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• Anyone who had a coma, or long or multiple seizures
within 7 days after a dose of DTP or DTaP should not get
Tdap, unless a cause other than the vaccine was found
(these people can get Td).

Tdap or Td
• Extensive swelling of the arm where the shot was given
(up to about 3 in 100).

• Talk to your provider if the person getting either vaccine:
- has epilepsy or another nervous system problem,
- had severe swelling or severe pain after a previous dose
of DTP, DTaP, DT, Td, or Tdap vaccine, or
- has had Guillain Barré Syndrome (GBS).

(Unable to perform usual activities; required medical attention)

Severe Problems
Tdap
• Two adults had nervous system problems after getting the
vaccine during clinical trials. These may or may not have
been caused by the vaccine. These problems went away
on their own and did not cause any permanent harm.

Anyone who has a moderate or severe illness on the day
the shot is scheduled should usually wait until they recover
before getting Tdap or Td vaccine. A person with a mild\
illness or low fever can usually be vaccinated.

5

Tdap or Td
• Swelling, severe pain, and redness in the arm where the
shot was given (rare).

What are the risks from Tdap
and Td vaccines?

A severe allergic reaction could occur after any vaccine. They
are estimated to occur less than once in a million doses.

With a vaccine (as with any medicine) there is always a small
risk of a life-threatening allergic reaction or other serious
problem.
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What if there is a severe
reaction?

What should I look for?
Any unusual condition, such as a high fever or behavior
changes. Signs of a severe allergic reaction can include
difﬁculty breathing, hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness,
weakness, a fast heart beat or dizziness.

Getting tetanus, diphtheria or pertussis would be much more
likely to lead to severe problems than getting either vaccine.
Problems reported after Td and Tdap vaccines are listed below.
Mild Problems

What should I do?
• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right away.
• Tell the doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.
• Ask your provider to report the reaction by ﬁling a
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) form.
Or you can ﬁle this report through the VAERS website at
www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling 1-800-822-7967.

(Noticeable, but did not interfere with activities)

Tdap
• Pain (about 3 in 4 adolescents and 2 in 3 adults)
• Redness or swelling (about 1 in 5)
• Mild fever of at least 100.4°F (up to about 1 in 25
adolescents and 1 in 100 adults)
• Headache (about 4 in 10 adolescents and 3 in 10 adults)
• Tiredness (about 1 in 3 adolescents and 1 in 4 adults)
• Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, stomach ache (up to 1 in 4
adolescents and 1 in 10 adults)
• Chills, body aches, sore joints, rash, swollen glands (uncommon)

VAERS does not provide medical advice.
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Td
• Pain (up to about 8 in 10)
• Redness or swelling (up to about 1 in 3)
• Mild fever (up to about 1 in 15)
• Headache or tiredness (uncommon)

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

A federal program exists to help pay for the care of anyone who
has a serious reaction to a vaccine.
For details about the National Vaccine Injury Compensation
Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit their website at
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Moderate Problems
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(Interfered with activities, but did not require medical attention)

Tdap
• Pain at the injection site (about 1 in 20 adolescents and 1
in 100 adults)
• Redness or swelling (up to about 1 in 16 adolescents and 1
in 25 adults)
• Fever over 102°F (about 1 in 100 adolescents and 1 in 250
adults)
• Headache (1 in 300)
• Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, stomach ache (up to 3 in 100
adolescents and 1 in 100 adults)

How can I learn more?

• Ask your provider. They can give you the vaccine package
insert or suggest other sources of information.
• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC):
- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
- Visit CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.

Td
• Fever over 102°F (rare)
Vaccine Information Statement (Interim)
Td & Tdap Vaccines (11/18/08)
U.S.C. 42 §300aa-26

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Standing Orders for Administering Tetanus-Diphtheria Toxoids & Pertussis Vaccine (Td/Tdap) to Adults
Purpose: To reduce morbidity and mortality from tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis by vaccinating all adults who meet the criteria
established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
Policy: Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where allowed by state
law, may vaccinate adults who meet the criteria below.
Procedure
1. Identify adults in need of vaccination against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis based on the following criteria:
a. lack of documentation of at least 3 doses of tetanus- and diphtheria-containing toxoids
b. lack of documentation of pertussis-containing vaccine given since age 7 years in adults who
 t BSFZPVOHFSUIBOBHFZFBST JODMVEJOHQSFHOBOUXPNFOJOUIFUIJSEPSMBUFTFDPOEUSJNFTUFS BGUFSXFFLTHFTUBUJPO
t BSFBHFZFBSTPSPMEFSXIPIBWFPSBOUJDJQBUFIBWJOHDPOUBDUXJUIBOJOGBOUZPVOHFSUIBOBHFNPOUITPSBSFBIFBMUIDBSFXPSLFS
D DPNQMFUJPOPGBEPTFQSJNBSZTFSJFTPGUFUBOVTBOEEJQIUIFSJBDPOUBJOJOHUPYPJETXJUISFDFJQUPGUIFMBTUEPTFCFJOHZFBSTBHP
or longer
d. recent deep and dirty wound (e.g., contaminated with dirt, feces, saliva) and lack of evidence of having received tetanus toxoid  DPOUBJOJOHWBDDJOFJOUIFQSFWJPVTZFBST
 F BHFZFBSTPSPMEFSBOEXBOUJOHUPCFQSPUFDUFEBHBJOTUQFSUVTTJT
4DSFFOBMMQBUJFOUTGPSDPOUSBJOEJDBUJPOTBOEQSFDBVUJPOTUPUFUBOVTBOEEJQIUIFSJBUPYPJET 5E BOE JGBQQMJDBCMF QFSUVTTJTWBDDJOF 5EBQ 
a. Contraindications:
 tBIJTUPSZPGBTFWFSFBMMFSHJDSFBDUJPO FH BOBQIZMBYJT BGUFSBQSFWJPVTEPTFPG5EPSUPB5EPS5EBQDPNQPOFOU'PSBMJTUPG
 WBDDJOFDPNQPOFOUT HPUPXXXDEDHPWWBDDJOFTQVCTQJOLCPPLEPXOMPBETBQQFOEJDFT#FYDJQJFOUUBCMFQEG
 tGPS5EBQPOMZ BIJTUPSZPGFODFQIBMPQBUIZXJUIJOEBZTGPMMPXJOH%51%5B1OPUBUUSJCVUBCMFUPBOPUIFSJEFOUJGJBCMFDBVTF
b. Precautions:
 tIJTUPSZPG(VJMMBJO#BSSÏTZOESPNFXJUIJOXFFLTPGQSFWJPVTEPTFPGUFUBOVTUPYPJEDPOUBJOJOHWBDDJOF
 tIJTUPSZPGBOBSUIVTUZQFSFBDUJPOGPMMPXJOHBQSFWJPVTEPTFPGUFUBOVTDPOUBJOJOHBOEPSEJQIUIFSJBDPOUBJOJOHWBDDJOF JODMVEJOH
 NFOJOHPDPDDBMDPOKVHBUFWBDDJOFEFGFSWBDDJOBUJPOVOUJMBUMFBTUZFBSTIBWFFMBQTFETJODFUIFMBTUUFUBOVTDPOUBJOJOHWBDDJOF
 tNPEFSBUFPSTFWFSFBDVUFJMMOFTTXJUIPSXJUIPVUGFWFS
 tGPS5EBQPOMZ QSPHSFTTJWFPSVOTUBCMFOFVSPMPHJDEJTPSEFS VODPOUSPMMFETFJ[VSFTPSQSPHSFTTJWFFODFQIBMPQBUIZ
 1SPWJEFBMMQBUJFOUTXJUIBDPQZPGUIFNPTUDVSSFOUGFEFSBM7BDDJOF*OGPSNBUJPO4UBUFNFOU 7*4 :PVNVTUEPDVNFOU JOUIFQBUJFOUT
NFEJDBMSFDPSEPSPGGJDFMPH UIFQVCMJDBUJPOEBUFPGUIF7*4BOEUIFEBUFJUXBTHJWFOUPUIFQBUJFOU1SPWJEFnon-English speaking patients
XJUIBDPQZPGUIF7*4JOUIFJSOBUJWFMBOHVBHF JGBWBJMBCMFUIFTFDBOCFGPVOEBUXXXJNNVOJ[FPSHWJT
 "ENJOJTUFSN-5EPS5EBQWBDDJOFJOUSBNVTDVMBSMZ oH oOFFEMF JOUIFEFMUPJENVTDMF
 Provide subsequent doses of either Td or Tdap to adults as follows:
 B UPDPNQMFUFUIFQSJNBSZEPTFTDIFEVMFPCTFSWFBNJOJNVNJOUFSWBMPGXFFLTCFUXFFOUIFGJSTUBOETFDPOEEPTFT BOENPOUIT 
between the second and third doses.
b. to boost with Tdap or Td after primary schedule is complete: for Tdap, there is no minimum interval following Td; for Td booster,
  CPPTUSPVUJOFMZFWFSZZFBST
 D *OQSFHOBODZ JGBPOFUJNFEPTFPG5EBQIBTOFWFSCFFOBENJOJTUFSFE HJWF5EBQJOUIFUIJSEPSMBUFTFDPOEUSJNFTUFS BGUFSXFFLT 
gestation). If not administered during pregnancy, give Tdap in immediate postpartum period.
%PDVNFOUFBDIQBUJFOUTWBDDJOFBENJOJTUSBUJPOJOGPSNBUJPOBOEGPMMPXVQJOUIFGPMMPXJOHQMBDFT
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site and route, and
the name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given, record the reason(s) for non-receipt of the vaccine
(e.g., medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
7. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written emergency medical
protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
3FQPSUBMMBEWFSTFSFBDUJPOTUP5EBOE5EBQWBDDJOFTUPUIFGFEFSBM7BDDJOF"EWFSTF&WFOU3FQPSUJOH4ZTUFN 7"&34 BU


 XXXWBFSTIITHPWPS  7"&34SFQPSUGPSNTBSFBWBJMBCMFBUXXXWBFSTIITHPW

This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the___________________________ until rescinded or until
(name of practice or clinic)
__________________ (date).
Medical Director’s signature: ____________________________________________ Effective date: _____________________
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Sample Declination Form
I have read, or have had read to me, information concerning the Tdap
vaccine, and I have had an opportunity to ask questions about it. I
understand the benefits and risks of Tdap vaccination as described.
However, I do not want the vaccine given to me.
I also understand that, because I work in a health care environment, I may
place patients and co-workers at risk if I work while infected with tetanus,
diphtheria, and/or pertussis. By declining this vaccine, I acknowledge that I
will be at risk of acquiring tetanus, diphtheria, and/or pertussis and
spreading it to others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
I do not believe I will contract tetanus, diphtheria, and/or pertussis
I do not believe these are serious diseases
I had side effects after I was vaccinated against these diseases in the past
I will stay home if I catch these diseases so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later choose to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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Facts About Meningococcal Disease for Adults
What is meningococcal disease?
Meningococcal (muh-nin-jo-cock-al) disease is a very serious bacterial infection that causes severe
swelling of the protective lining around the brain and spinal cord (meningitis) or infection of the
bloodstream (meningococcal bacteremia). Less often, it causes arthritis or pneumonia. The bacteria that
cause meningococcal disease are spread by close, direct contact with a person who is carrying the bacteria
in their nose or throat. Even with appropriate treatment, one in ten people who get meningococcal disease
will die and two more will have serious permanent disabilities including brain damage, hearing loss and
limb amputations.

Prevention
Meningococcal conjugate vaccine is effective at preventing meningococcal disease caused by four of the
five types of bacteria that cause the majority of meningococcal disease worldwide. The vaccine can be
given to anyone 2 to 55 years old. Another vaccine (the “polysaccharide vaccine”) protects against the
same four types of meningococcal bacteria and is available for people over 55 years old.
The conjugate meningococcal vaccine is recommended for all adolescents 11-18 years of age, college
freshmen living in dormitories and other persons 19-55 years of age who are at increased risk of
meningococcal disease.

Symptoms
It its early stages, meningococcal disease symptoms can include fever, headache, body aches and a stiff
neck. These symptoms may be mild and can easily be mistaken for less severe illnesses, like a cold or flu.
But symptoms can progress quickly, killing an otherwise healthy young person in less than 48 hours. Other
symptoms that may occur are nausea, vomiting, confusion, sleepiness, sensitivity to light and a rash
(usually dark purple spots on the arms, legs or torso).

Who should get meningococcal conjugate vaccine?


Adolescents 11-18 years of age



College freshmen living in dormitories

 Other adults at increased risk of meningococcal disease, including : military recruits,
international travelers going to certain areas where meningococcal disease is epidemic,
microbiologists who may be working with Neisseria meningitidis, and people who have had their
spleen removed (or who have non-functioning spleens) as well as other adults with certain
medical conditions.

Vaccine Safety
The meningococcal conjugate vaccine is safe. Reactions to the vaccine are usually mild. The most
common reactions are pain and redness at the injection site. The vaccine cannot cause meningococcal
disease. Guillain-Barré Syndrome, a syndrome of muscle weakness, has been reported rarely among
some people who were vaccinated with meningococcal conjugate vaccine. People for whom
meningococcal vaccination is recommended but who have a history of Guillain-Barré Syndrome should
talk to their doctors – the meningococcal polysaccharide vaccine may be a good alternative for them..
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2008
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Facts About Meningococcal Disease for Adults
FACT:

Meningococcal conjugate vaccine is a safe and effective vaccine licensed
to prevent meningococcal disease in persons 2-55 years old.

FACT:

The vaccine protects against four of the five main types of meningococcal
bacteria that cause meningococcal disease. These four types cause 75% of
cases in adults and adolescents.

FACT:

You cannot get meningococcal disease from the vaccine.

FACT:

The vaccine is safe and side effects after vaccination are usually minor and
can include pain and redness at the injection site. There have been rare
reports of severe muscle weakness occurring in association with getting
this vaccine.

FACT:

Up to 2,800 Americans get meningococcal disease every year; one in
every ten will die, even with treatment.

FACT:

Two in ten of those who survive will have serious permanent disabilities
like brain damage, hearing loss and limb amputations.

FACT:

College-bound students, particularly those who will live in dormitories,
are at higher risk for this disease.

FACT:

The bacteria are spread through close, direct contact with a person
carrying the bacteria.

FACT:

The bacteria are not spread by casual contact such as breathing air where
an infected person has been.

FACT:

Early symptoms of meningococcal disease (fever, headache, body aches
and stiff neck) may be mistaken for other less serious illnesses like the
common cold or flu, but meningococcal disease symptoms can progress
quickly killing an otherwise healthy young person in two days or less.

FACT:

The meningococcal conjugate vaccine is recommended for all college
freshmen living in dormitories (if they have not already received it). It is
recommended for other adults who are at increased risk of meningococcal
disease, including military recruits, persons traveling to areas where there
is more meningococcal disease, or persons with certain medical
conditions.
National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 750, Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 656-0003. Web site: www.nfid.org August 2008
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MENINGOCOCCALVACCINES
WHAT YOU NEED TO

KNOW

Many Vaccine Information Statements are available in Spanish and other languages. See www.immunize.org/vis.

1

Both vaccines work well, and protect about 90% of
people who get them. MCV4 is expected to give better,
longer-lasting protection.

What is meningococcal disease?

Meningococcal disease is a serious bacterial illness. It is
a leading cause of bacterial meningitis in children 2
through 18 years old in the United States. Meningitis
is an infection of the fluid surrounding the brain and
spinal cord.

MCV4 should also be better at preventing the disease
from spreading from person to person.

3

Meningococcal disease also causes blood infections.

Who should get meningococcal
vaccine and when?

About 1,000 - 2,600 people get meningococcal disease
each year in the U.S. Even when they are treated with
antibiotics, 10-15% of these people die. Of those who
survive, another 11-19% lose their arms or legs, become
deaf, have problems with their nervous systems, become
mentally retarded, or suffer seizures or strokes.

A dose of MCV4 is recommended for children and
adolescents 11 through 18 years of age.

Anyone can get meningococcal disease. But it is most
common in infants less than one year of age and people
with certain medical conditions, such as lack of a
spleen. College freshmen who live in dormitories, and
teenagers 15-19 have an increased risk of getting
meningococcal disease.

Meningococcal vaccine is also recommended for other
people at increased risk for meningococcal disease:

This dose is normally given during the routine preadolescent immunization visit (at 11-12 years). But
those who did not get the vaccine during this visit
should get it at the earliest opportunity.

• College freshmen living in dormitories.
• Microbiologists who are routinely exposed to
meningococcal bacteria.
• U.S. military recruits.

Meningococcal infections can be treated with drugs
such as penicillin. Still, about 1 out of every ten people
who get the disease dies from it, and many others are
affected for life. This is why preventing the disease
through use of meningococcal vaccine is important for
people at highest risk.

2

• Anyone traveling to, or living in, a part of the world
where meningococcal disease is common, such as
parts of Africa.
• Anyone who has a damaged spleen, or whose spleen
has been removed.

Meningococcal vaccine

• Anyone who has terminal complement component
deficiency (an immune system disorder).

There are two kinds of meningococcal vaccine in the U.S.:

• People who might have been exposed to meningitis
during an outbreak.

- Meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) was
licensed in 2005. It is the preferred vaccine for
people 2 through 55 years of age.

MCV4 is the preferred vaccine for people 2 through 55
years of age in these risk groups. MPSV4 can be used if
MCV4 is not available and for adults over 55.

- Meningococcal polysaccharide vaccine (MPSV4)
has been available since the 1970s. It may be used if
MCV4 is not available, and is the only meningococcal
vaccine licensed for people older than 55.

How Many Doses?
People 2 years of age and older should get 1 dose.
Sometimes a second dose is recommended for people
who remain at high risk. Ask your provider.

Both vaccines can prevent 4 types of meningococcal
disease, including 2 of the 3 types most common in the
United States and a type that causes epidemics in
Africa. Meningococcal vaccines cannot prevent all
types of the disease. But they do protect many people
who might become sick if they didn’t get the vaccine.

MPSV4 may be recommended for children 3 months to
2 years of age under special circumstances. These
children should get 2 doses, 3 months apart.
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4

Some people should not get
meningococcal vaccine or
should wait

6

What should I look for?

• Anyone who has ever had a severe (life-threatening)
allergic reaction to a previous dose of either
meningococcal vaccine should not get another dose.

• Any unusual condition, such as a high fever,
weakness, or behavior changes. Signs of a serious
allergic reaction can include difficulty breathing,
hoarseness or wheezing, hives, paleness, weakness, a
fast heart beat or dizziness.

• Anyone who has a severe (life threatening) allergy to
any vaccine component should not get the vaccine.
Tell your provider if you have any severe allergies.

What should I do?

• Anyone who is moderately or severely ill at the time
the shot is scheduled should probably wait until they
recover. Ask your provider. People with a mild illness
can usually get the vaccine.

• Call a doctor, or get the person to a doctor right away.
• Tell your doctor what happened, the date and time
it happened, and when the vaccination was given.

• Anyone who has ever had Guillain-Barré Syndrome
should talk with their provider before getting MCV4.

• Ask your doctor, nurse, or health department to
report the reaction by filing a Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS) form.

• Meningococcal vaccines may be given to pregnant
women. However, MCV4 is a new vaccine and has
not been studied in pregnant women as much as
MPSV4 has. It should be used only if clearly needed.

Or you can file this report through the VAERS web
site at www.vaers.hhs.gov, or by calling
1-800-822-7967.

• Meningococcal vaccines may be given at the same
time as other vaccines.

5

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

7

What are the risks from
meningococcal vaccines?

For information about the National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program, call 1-800-338-2382 or visit
their website at www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

Mild problems

8

As many as half the people who get meningococcal
vaccines have mild side effects, such as redness or pain
where the shot was given.

How can I learn more?

• Ask your doctor or nurse. They can give you the
vaccine package insert or suggest other sources of
information.

If these problems occur, they usually last for 1 or 2 days.
They are more common after MCV4 than after MPSV4.

• Call your local or state health department.
• Contact the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC):

A small percentage of people who receive the vaccine
develop a fever.

- Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO)

Severe problems

- Visit CDC’s National Immunization Program
website at www.cdc.gov/vaccines

• Serious allergic reactions, within a few minutes to
a few hours of the shot, are very rare.

- Visit CDC’s meningococcal disease website at

• A serious nervous system disorder called GuillainBarré Syndrome (or GBS) has been reported among
some people who received MCV4. This happens so
rarely that it is currently not possible to tell if the
vaccine might be a factor. Even if it is, the risk is
very small.
1/28/08

The National Vaccine Injury
Compensation Program

A federal program exists to help pay for the care of anyone who has had a rare serious reaction to a vaccine.

A vaccine, like any medicine, could possibly cause
serious problems, such as severe allergic reactions. The
risk of meningococcal vaccine causing serious harm,
or death, is extremely small.

Meningococcal

What if there is a moderate or
severe reaction?

www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/meningococcal_g.htm

- Visit CDC’s Travelers’ Health website at
wwwn.cdc.gov/travel

department of health and human services
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Standing Orders for Administering Meningococcal Vaccine to Adults
Purpose: To reduce morbidity and mortality from meningococcal disease by vaccinating all adults who meet the criteria established
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
Policy: Under these standing orders, eligible nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g., pharmacists), where allowed by state
law, may vaccinate adults who meet any of the criteria below.
Procedure
1. Identify adults in need of vaccination against meningococcal disease based on any of the following criteria:
a. age 19 through 21 years, anticipate college enrollment, and lack documentation of receipt of quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) at age 16 years or older. Currently enrolled college students who meet these criteria may be vaccinated.
b. anticipated travel to a country in the “meningitis belt” of sub-Saharan Africa or other location of epidemic meningococcal
disease, particularly if contact with the local population will be prolonged
c. diagnosis of a damaged spleen; splenectomy
d. diagnosis of persistent complement component deﬁciency (an immune system disorder)
e. employment as a microbiologist with routine exposure to isolates of N. meningitidis
f. anticipated travel to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, for the annual Hajj
g. military recruits
h. history of receiving either MCV4 or meningococcal polysaccharide vaccine (MPSV4: Menomune [sanoﬁ]) at least 5 years
earlier and having continued risk for infection (e.g., living in or recurrent travel to epidemic disease areas).
i. any other adult wishing to decrease their risk for meningococcal disease
2. Screen all patients for contraindications and precautions to meningococcal vaccine:
a. Contraindications: a history of a serious reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose of meningococcal vaccine or
to a meningococcal vaccine component. For a list of vaccine components, go to www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/
appendices/B/excipient-table-2.pdf.
b. Precautions: moderate or severe acute illness with or without fever
3. Provide all patients with a copy of the most current federal Vaccine Information Statement (VIS). You must document in the patient’s
medical record or ofﬁce log, the publication date of the VIS and the date it was given to the patient. Provide non-English speaking
patients with a copy of the VIS in their native language, if available and preferred; these can be found at www.immunize.org/vis.
4. For adults ages 55 years and younger, administer 0.5 mL MCV4 via the intramuscular route (22–25g, 1–1½ needle) in the deltoid
muscle. (Note: a ⅝ needle may be used for patients weighing less than 130 lbs [<60kg] for injection in the deltoid muscle only if
the skin is stretched tight, subcutaneous tissue is not bunched, and the injection is made at a 90-degree angle.) If the person has a
permanent contraindication or precaution to MCV4, or if MCV4 is unavailable and immediate protection is needed, MPSV4 is an
acceptable alternative, although it must be given subcutaneously. For these adults and adults older than age 55 years, administer
0.5 mL MPSV4 via the subcutaneous route (23–25g, ⅝" needle) in the posterolateral fat of the upper arm.
5. Schedule additional vaccination as follows:
a. For adults identiﬁed above in 1.c., 1.d., or who have HIV infection, give 2 doses, 2 months apart.
b. For adults who remain at high risk (e.g., categories 1.b. through 1.e.), give 1 dose every 5 years.
6. Document each patient’s vaccine administration information and follow up in the following places:
a. Medical chart: Record the date the vaccine was administered, the manufacturer and lot number, the vaccination site and route,
and the name and title of the person administering the vaccine. If vaccine was not given, record the reason(s) for non-receipt of
the vaccine (e.g., medical contraindication, patient refusal).
b. Personal immunization record card: Record the date of vaccination and the name/location of the administering clinic.
7. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency related to the administration of vaccine by having a written emergency medical protocol available, as well as equipment and medications.
8. Report all adverse reactions to meningococcal vaccine to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) at
www.vaers.hhs.gov or (800) 822-7967. VAERS report forms are available at www.vaers.hhs.gov.
This policy and procedure shall remain in effect for all patients of the _____________________________________ until rescinded or
(name of practice or clinic)
until __________________________ (date).
Medical Director’s signature: ______________________________________________ Effective date: _______________________
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Sample Declination Form
I have read, or have had read to me, information concerning the
meningococcal vaccine, and I have had an opportunity to ask questions
about it. I understand the benefits and risks of meningococcal vaccination
as described. However, I do not want the vaccine given to me.
I also understand that, because I work in a health care environment, I may
place patients and co-workers at risk if I work while infected with
meningococcal meningitis. By declining this vaccine, I acknowledge that I
will be at risk of acquiring meningococcal meningitis and spreading it to
others.
Reason(s) I do not wish to take the vaccine. Check all that apply.
I do not believe I will contract meningococcal meningitis
I do not believe the disease is serious
I had side effects when I received the vaccine previously
I will stay home if I catch the disease so I will not spread it to patients or
colleagues
Other ____________________________________
I understand that this declination will be void if I later choose to be vaccinated.

_______________________
Print Name

_____________
Date

_______________________
Signature
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